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Abstract:
Saint Paul holds a pivotal role in shaping Christian theology, particularly in developing
the concept of original sin. This doctrine, absent from Christ's teachings and Old
Testament scripture, posits that humanity inherited sinfulness from Adam and Eve’s
disobedience in the Garden of Eden. Paul linked this inherited sin to the necessity of
salvation through Jesus Christ, framing Christ's crucifixion as a redemptive sacrifice for
humanity's sins. Paul’s interpretation was influenced by Greek philosophical traditions
and ancient cultural practices, including sacrificial rituals where a leader's beloved was
offered to appease divine forces. This concept diverges from Old Testament teachings,
which emphasize personal accountability, stating, the son shall not bear the guilt of the
father. Critically, Paul’s theology faced significant debate within the church. Figures like
Saint Augustine endorsed original sin, asserting its universal influence, while others,
such as Pelagius, contended that humans are born morally neutral, with the choice of
good or evil determined by free will. These disputes highlight the constructed nature of
Paul’s doctrine, which gained traction during the Reformation when Martin Luther and
others reaffirmed Augustine’s interpretations. Contemporary perspectives challenge
Paul’s framework, questioning its logical and theological validity. If Christ's sacrifice
eradicated sin, why does evil persist? Critics argue that Paul’s theory burdens humanity
with inherited guilt, a concept incompatible with a just and merciful God. Thus, Paul's
role in Christian theology remains both foundational and controversial this has been

made the subject of discussion in this paper.
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