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Abstract:

Mishkat al-Masabih is a book of Hadith included in the curriculum of religious
seminaries in the Indian subcontinent. In this region, three commentaries in Arabic
have been written on this book. Among them is a renowned commentary by the
distinguished scholar of the Ahl-e-Hadith school of thought, Maulana Obaidullah
Rahmani, which is famously known as "Miratual -Mafatih”. This commentary holds a
prominent position in explaining the text of the Hadith. It includes the introduction of
narrators, resolution of conflicting hadith, and discussions on jurisprudential schools of
thought. The most remarkable feature of this commentary is that the author does not
represent any specific school of jurisprudence. Instead, He gives preference to opinions
based on evidence. The author has adopted the methodology of the Muhaddithin
(Hadith scholars) in matters of beliefs and ambiguous texts, specifically the approach of
Tafweedh (consigning the meaning to Allah). One of the notable qualities of this
commentary is that the Hadiths have been numbered, making it easier to benefit from
the book and reference specific narrations efficiently. The commentary spans nine
volumes and covers up to the end of Kitab al-Manasik (the Book of Pilgrimage).

Keywords: Mirat al- Mafatih, Mishkat al-Masabih, Introduction of Narrators,
Conflicting Hadith, Tafweedh
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