Volume 02, Issue 01, July-December 2023, PP: 22-27
DOI: https://doi.org/10.52461/al-abr.v2i2.2658

ek mlv AR Open Access at: https://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/al-absar/about

e

Az Al-Absar (Research Journal of Figh & Islamic Studies)
A ISSN: 2958-9150 (Print)  2958-9169 (Online)
’ Published by: Department of Figh and Shariah, The Islamia University of Bahawalpur.

Economic Services of Sayyida Khadijah Al-Kubra (RA) and Contemporary
Applications

Rabia Iram
PhD Scholar, Coventry university, CV1 5FB, United Kingdome.
iram@uni.coventry.ac.uk

Abstract

This research article delves into the economic contributions and entrepreneurial
smCrossref  andeavors of Sayyida Khadijah Al-Kubra (RA), the esteemed wife of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him), and their relevance to contemporary

d economic practices. Through an interdisciplinary examination encompassing
historical analysis, economic theory, and business studies, the paper elucidates
|Qz the pivotal role played by Sayyida Khadijah in fostering economic growth and
"‘r,,,,ﬁ. : prosperity in early Islamic society. It explores her astute business acumen,
N innovative trade ventures, and philanthropic initiatives, shedding light on the
[!-. " enduring impact of her economic legacy. Furthermore, the article draws parallels
e between Sayyida Khadijah's business ethos and modern economic principles,
‘0’ highlighting key lessons applicable to contemporary entrepreneurship, women
T( empowerment, and ethical business conduct. By synthesizing historical insights
Eury with present-day economic paradigms, the study offers valuable insights into
harnessing the timeless wisdom of Sayyida Khadijah to address contemporary
Google economic challenges and promote sustainable development.
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1. Introduction

Sayyida Khadijah Al-Kubra (RA), the first wife of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him), occupies a revered status in Islamic history due to her remarkable
contributions to various spheres of life, including the economy. Born into a prominent
merchant family in Mecca, Sayyida Khadijah demonstrated exceptional business
acumen and leadership qualities throughout her life. This article aims to examine her
economic services and their relevance to contemporary economic principles and
practices.™

2. Historical Context:

During the pre-Islamic era in Mecca, trade played a central role in the economy,
and Sayyida Khadijah emerged as a prominent figure in commercial activities. She
successfully managed her family's trading business, accumulating wealth and
establishing a reputation for integrity and reliability in business dealings. Sayyida
Khadijah's business acumen and ethical conduct earned her the title of "Al-Tahira"
(the Pure One) among her contemporaries. 2

2.1. Pre-Islamic Arabian Society

To understand Sayyida Khadijah's economic endeavours, it is essential to examine
the socio-economic conditions prevailing in pre-Islamic Arabia. The Arabian
Peninsula was characterized by tribal societies engaged in trade, agriculture, and
nomadic lifestyles. Mecca, as a bustling commercial centre, served as a focal point for
trade routes and cultural exchanges.

2.2.  Sayyida Khadijah's Background and Early Life

Sayyida Khadijah, born into the noble Quraysh tribe of Mecca, inherited her
father's trading business, which she managed with exceptional skill and acumen.
Despite societal norms restricting women's participation in commerce, Khadijah
emerged as a successful merchant, renowned for her integrity and business prowess.

Sayyida Khadijah's entrepreneurial pursuits included trade caravans that traversed
the Arabian Peninsula and extended to distant markets. Her keen business sense and
astute negotiation skills facilitated profitable trade agreements and cemented her
reputation as a prominent merchant in Mecca.!

In addition to her commercial activities, Sayyida Khadijah was deeply committed
to philanthropy and social welfare. She allocated a portion of her wealth to support
vulnerable segments of Meccan society, including widows, orphans, and the indigent.
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Sayyida Khadijah's philanthropic initiatives had a profound impact on societal
cohesion and underscored the importance of compassion and social responsibility.

3. Entrepreneurial Ventures:

Sayyida Khadijah's entrepreneurial ventures were characterized by innovation
and foresight. She invested in long-distance trade caravans, including those to Syria
and Yemen, which contributed significantly to her wealth and influence. Furthermore,
Sayyida Khadijah's business acumen extended to the management of her extensive
agricultural estates, which yielded substantial profits and provided employment
opportunities for many. [

3.1 Expansion of Trade Networks

Sayyida Khadijah's entrepreneurial ventures expanded rapidly as she capitalized
on Mecca's strategic location along trade routes connecting Arabia with neighbouring
regions. Through trade caravans, Sayyida Khadijah facilitated the exchange of goods
such as spices, textiles, and luxury items, establishing lucrative partnerships with
merchants across the Arabian Peninsula.

3.2. Negotiation and Deal-Making

Sayyida Khadijah's success in trade was attributed to her astute negotiation tactics
and ability to secure favorable agreements. She cultivated strong relationships with
trading partners, earning their trust and respect through fair dealings and honesty.
Sayyida Khadijah's reputation for integrity and reliability contributed to the growth
of her business empire. [

3.3. Innovation and Adaptation

In addition to traditional trade routes, Sayyida Khadijah demonstrated innovation
by exploring new markets and diversifying her business interests. She invested in
various industries, including agriculture, real estate, and manufacturing, capitalizing
on emerging opportunities and adapting to changing market dynamics.

4. Philanthropic Endeavours:

Sayyida Khadijah was renowned for her philanthropic activities. She used a
portion of her wealth to support the less fortunate in Meccan society, providing
financial assistance to widows, orphans, and those in need. Her charitable
contributions played a crucial role in alleviating poverty and promoting social
cohesion in Mecca.[]
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4.1.  Support for the Needy and Vulnerable

Sayyida Khadijah's philanthropic efforts were deeply rooted in her Islamic faith
and sense of social responsibility. She allocated a portion of her wealth to support the
less fortunate members of Meccan society, including widows, orphans, and the
destitute. Her generosity extended beyond financial assistance, as she also provided
shelter, food, and clothing to those in need.[]

4.2. Empowerment of Women and Social Welfare

Sayyida Khadijah's philanthropic initiatives played a pivotal role in empowering
marginalized groups, particularly women, by providing them with opportunities for
economic independence and self-sufficiency. She established vocational training
programs and microfinance initiatives to enable women to earn a livelihood and
contribute to their families' well-being.

4.3.  Support for Islamic Causes and Community Development

In addition to her support for individuals in need, Sayyida Khadijah was a staunch
advocate for the advancement of Islam and the welfare of the Muslim community.
She generously contributed to the financing of expeditions, including those
undertaken by the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), to spread the
message of Islam and defend the Muslim ummah.[8l

5. Contemporary Applications:

The principles underlying Sayyida Khadijah's economic services hold relevance
for contemporary economic practices. Her emphasis on ethical conduct, integrity, and
social responsibility serves as a guiding framework for modern entrepreneurs and
business leaders. Moreover, Sayyida Khadijah's success in male-dominated
commercial spheres underscores the importance of gender inclusivity and women
empowerment in economic development.

5.1. Legacy of Entrepreneurship

Sayyida Khadijah's entrepreneurial ventures serve as a timeless model for aspiring
entrepreneurs, particularly women, seeking to establish sustainable businesses. Her
astute management of trade caravans, strategic investments, and commitment to
ethical business practices offer valuable lessons for modern-day entrepreneurs
striving for success in a competitive global market.
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5.2.  Empowerment of Women

Sayyida Khadijah's pioneering role as a successful businesswoman challenges
prevailing gender norms and underscores the importance of women's economic
empowerment. In today's context, Sayyida Khadijah's legacy inspires initiatives aimed at
promoting women's entrepreneurship, fostering gender equality, and creating inclusive
economic opportunities for women in traditionally male-dominated industries.

5.3.  Social Responsibility and Philanthropy

Sayyida Khadijah's philanthropic endeavors exemplify the principles of social
responsibility and compassionate capitalism. Her dedication to supporting the less
fortunate members of society underscores the importance of corporate social
responsibility in contemporary business practices. Companies can draw inspiration
from Sayyida Khadijah's example by integrating philanthropy and community
engagement into their corporate strategies, thereby contributing to social welfare and
sustainable development.

5.4. Islamic Finance and Ethical Investment

Sayyida Khadijah's adherence to ethical business practices and fair trade principles
laid the foundation for Islamic finance and ethical investment. Her emphasis on honesty,
integrity, and equitable transactions resonates with contemporary efforts to promote
ethical finance, socially responsible investing, and sustainable banking practices. Sayyida
Khadijah's economic model offers valuable insights for Islamic financial institutions
seeking to uphold Shariah-compliant principles and ethical standards in their operations.

5.5. Leadership and Governance

Sayyida Khadijah's leadership qualities, including her visionary leadership,
strategic decision-making, and commitment to servant leadership, offer valuable
lessons for contemporary leaders in business, government, and civil society. Her
emphasis on consultation, consensus-building, and inclusivity serves as a model for
effective governance and ethical leadership in today's complex and interconnected
world.

6. Conclusion

Sayyida Kbhadijah Al-Kubra (RA) exemplified the principles of ethical
entrepreneurship, social responsibility, and gender equality, making her economic
services invaluable for contemporary society. The economic services of Sayyida
Khadijah Al-Kubra (RA) continue to resonate in contemporary society, offering

26



Economic Services of Sayyida Khadijah Al-Kubra (RA) and Contemporary Applications

timeless lessons and practical insights for addressing contemporary challenges. By
drawing inspiration from Khadijah's entrepreneurial spirit, social responsibility, and
ethical principles, individuals and institutions can contribute to sustainable economic
development, gender equality, and social justice in the modern world.
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