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Abstract

Karen Armstrong, a renowned scholar of comparative religion, offers a unique and
insightful perspective on the biography of the Prophet Muhammad in her various
works. This review critically examines Armstrong's portrayal of the Prophet's life,
assessing it through the lens of Islamic teachings. Armstrong emphasizes the
Prophet's role as a social reformer, a proponent of justice, and a spiritual leader,
depicting him as a figure of compassion and wisdom. She contextualizes his life
within the socio-political environment of 7th-century Arabia, highlighting his efforts
to address tribal conflicts and social inequalities. Armstrong’s approach is notable
for its empathetic understanding and attempt to bridge cultural gaps between the
West and the Islamic world. She challenges stereotypical representations and offers
a nuanced narrative that seeks to humanize the Prophet Muhammad, presenting him
as a complex and multifaceted individual. However, this review juxtaposes her
interpretations with traditional Islamic sources such as the Quran, Hadith, and
classical biographies (Sira) to identify areas of convergence and divergence. Key
Islamic teachings underscore the Prophet's mission as one guided by divine
revelation, emphasizing his role as the final messenger of God. This perspective
sometimes contrasts with Armstrong's more secular and historical analysis. For
instance, while Armstrong acknowledges the spiritual dimensions of the Prophet's
life, her primary focus on his socio-political achievements might underplay the
profound religious significance attributed to him by Muslims.

Furthermore, this review explores how Armstrong's interpretations align with or
diverge from key Islamic concepts such as prophethood, revelation, and the moral
and ethical framework established by the Prophet. By comparing Armstrong’s
work with Islamic teachings, this review aims to provide a balanced and
comprehensive understanding of the Prophet Muhammad's biography,
highlighting the contributions of both Western scholarship and Islamic tradition.
Keywords

Karen Armstrong, Prophet Muhammad, Islamic teachings, biography,
comparative religion, socio-political context, revelation, Western scholarship.
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