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Abstract

This paper presents a research-based and comparative analysis of legal
boundaries of Hijab under the Surah Al-Nur, verse 30: &) 5 ) (nsdi ¥ )
{&e b The primary objective of the study is to explore how scholars
across different periods have interpreted this verse. The central research
question addressed is"What interpretive and juristic trends regarding this
verse emerged from the time of the Companions to contemporary scholars,
and which interpretation has been predominantly accepted by the
majority?" To answer this, the views of forty esteemed scholars—ranging
from the Companions, Successors, and classical exegetes to modern
3 commentators—have been compiled in chronological order. These include:
- @ Hazrat Aishah, Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Mas ‘id, Ibn Jubayr, Nakha ‘i, Dahhak,
Hasan, ‘Ata’, Awza 1, Ibn Jurayj, Tabari, Razi, Ibn Atiyyah, Abi Hayyan,
Ibn Qudamah, Qurtubi, Baydawi, Ibn-e-Jawzi, Ibn Kathir, Mazhari, Aliist,
Mustafa Maraghi, Mawdudi, Pir Karam Shah, Mufti Shafi', Amin Ahsan
Islaht, Ashraf Thanawi, and Idris Kandhlawi etc. The research identifies
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I Awcurve two major trends, one group understands “illa ma zahara minha” as

referring only to visible clothing like garments or outer cloak, while the
AL other group allows for the face and hands to be exposed, provided there is
DRJI no fear of temptation. According to the majority of jurists, the face and

hands are not legally considered parts of the body that must be covered.
Although other verses and hadiths also support the obligation of covering
the face, this paper focuses solely on the mentioned verse for thematic focus
and brevity. In today’s morally challenging environment, the importance of
facial covering becomes even more pronounced in light of modesty,
precaution, and blocking the means (sadd al-dhard’i’). This study presents
a balanced exegetical and juristic perspective, aiming to provide scholarly
guidance on the legal boundaries of hijab in the contemporary context.
Key words: Legal boundaries, Hijab, Companions, Successors, Classical
exegetes, Contemporary scholars, Face and Hands.
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Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabar1 (d. 310 AH), Al-Jami ‘ al-bayan ‘an ta 'wil ay al-Qur’an, ed.
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, vol. 17 (Cairo: Markaz al-Buhiith wa-al-Dirasat al-
‘Arabiyyah wa-al-Islamiyyah, Dar Hajr, 1st ed., 1422 AH /2001 CE), p. 256.
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Idris Ibn Abt Hatim al-Razi (d. 327AH), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim musnadan ‘an al-Rasal 2 wa-al-Saha@bah wa-al-Tabi‘in. Edited by As‘ad Muhammad al-
Tayyib, vol. 8 (Makkah al-Mukarramah and Riyadh: Maktabat Nizar Mustafa al-Baz, 1417
AH/1997 CE), P. 2574.
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Regarding al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim al-Hilal1, scholars differ on his year of death. The most
widely accepted view places it in 105 AH, though 102 AH and 106 AH are also reported.
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‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam al-San‘ani, Tafsir ‘Abd al-Razzaq. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
Tlmiyyah, 1419 AH/1999 CE), 2:435.
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Ibn Ab1 Hatim al-Razi, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad (d. 327 AH), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim musnadan ‘an al-Rasul £ wa-al-Sahabah wa-al-Tabi ‘in, vol. 8, p. 2574.
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Abt al-Fida’ Isma‘1l ibn Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, ed. Sami ibn Muhammad al-Salamabh,
vol. 6 (Riyadh: Dar Tayyibah li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi', 2nd ed., 1420 AH/1999 CE), p. 45.
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Muhammad ibn Yiisuf Abii Hayyan al-Andalusi, (d. 745 AH), Al-Bahr al-Muhit, ed. ‘Adil
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjid and ‘Alt Muhammad Mu‘awwad, vol. 8 (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah, 1st ed., 1413 AH/1993 CE), p. 33.
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Al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-bayan, 17:261.
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Ibid.
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muftt muhammad shafi’, (d. 1396 ah/1976 ce), ma ‘arif al-qur’an, vol. 2 (karachi:
maktabat ma‘arif al-qur’an, 1429 ah/2008 ce), p. 402.
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Al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-bayan, 17:261,262.
61" i o ST & e et L § 5 (o eo ) Pl Dy SIS i) £ 12
L3 LSt § o1 Z il Tt s el L0827 & 2. uTH)
S ST E s
Imam Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Razi, famously known as Al-Jassas (d. 370 AH), was a
distinguished commentator, hadith scholar, and jurist of the Hanafi school. His most
renowned work is Ahkam al-Qur’an, which is regarded as a monumental book of juridical

exegesis. In it, he explained the Qur’anic rulings and presented the interpretation of the
verses of rulings in the light of the principles of Hanafi jurisprudence, supported by evidence.
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Ahmad ibn ‘AlT Abu Bakr al-Razt Al-Jassas Al-Hanafi (d. 370 AH), Ahkam al-Qur’an, ed.

Muhammad al-Sadiq al-Qamhawt, vol. 5 (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Mu assasat
al-Tarikh al-‘Arabi, 1412 AH/1992 CE), pp. 172-173.
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Here, “our scholars” refers to those scholars who belong to the Hanafi School of jurisprudence.
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Al-Jassas, Al-Hanafi (d. 370 AH), Ahkam al-Qur’an, 5:173.
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Historians have mentioned different dates regarding the death of ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn ‘Atiyyah
(rahimahullah), with 541 AH, 542 AH, and 546 AH being the three main views. The earliest and
most reliable reference is by Abu Hayyan, who recorded the year as 541 AH. The reports of 542
AH and 546 AH appear in later works, and some researchers have adopted those dates.
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Abt Muhammad ‘Abd al-Haqq al-AndalusT Ibn ‘Atiyyah, (d. 541 AH), Al-Muharrar al-Wajiz
ST Tafsir al-Kitab al- ‘Aziz, vol. 7 (Qatar: Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-al-Shu’fin al-Islamiyyah, 1436
AH/2015 CE), p. 208.
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Jamal al-Din Abt al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn “Al1 Ibn al-Jawzi, (d. 597 AH), Zad al-Masir

fi Ilm al-Tafsir, ed. ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, vol. 6 (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami, 2nd ed.,
1403 AH/1983 CE), p. 31.
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Qadi Abu Ya‘la (rahimahullah) was a highly esteemed judge, jurist, theoretician of Islamic
law, and hadith scholar of the Hanbali school. He is regarded as a great supporter and
expositor of the Hanbali tradition, leaving behind valuable works on jurisprudence, legal
theory, and creed. His juristic opinions and theoretical discussions still serve as important
references for students and researchers of Hanbali jurisprudence today.
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Abt Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn Qudamah (d. 620 AH), A!/-
Mughni, ed. ‘Abd Allah ibn Abi Muhsin al-Turki and ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Huld,
vol. 2 (Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1417 AH/1997 CE), pp. 326-328.
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Imam Al-Qurtubi (rahimahullah) was a prominent commentator of the Maliki School of
jurisprudence. In his famous Tafsir Al-Jami‘al Ahkam Al-Qur’and, he explained the rulings of

Shari‘ah in the light of Maliki figh. In this Tafsir, Imam Al-Qurtubi also mentioned the views
of other schools of thought, but he gave preference to Maliki jurisprudence.
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The detailed opinion of Allama lbn ‘Atiyyah mentioned earlier can be summarized as follows:
A woman is commanded to conceal her adornment, and the exception regarding adornment
that may be shown applies only to the adornment which must be shown out of necessity, or
that which becomes visible unintentionally and is therefore excused.
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AbU ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ab1Bakr Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH), Al-Jami‘li-Ahkam
al-Qur’an, ed. ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, vol. 15 (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
1st ed., 1427 AH/2006 CE), pp. 213-214.
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Al-Qurtubit (d. 671 AH), Al-Jami* li-Ahkam al-Qur’an, 15:214.
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Imam Nasir al-Din al-Baydawi (rahimahullah) is regarded as a renowned and distinguished
commentator of the Shafi‘i school of jurisprudence. His famous Tafsir Anwar al-Tanzil wa
Asrar al-Ta’wil explains the rulings of Shari‘ah in the light of Shafi‘i principles.
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Regarding his year of death, two well-known reports exist: 685 AH and, in some sources, 691
AH. However, most historians and biographers prefer 685 AH, which is considered the more
famous and reliable opinion.
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Nagir al-Din Abi al-Khayr ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar Al-Baydaw1 (d. 691 AH), Anwar al-Tanzil
wa-Asrar al-Ta wil, vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Mu’assasat al-Tarikh al-
‘Arabi, n.d.), pp. 104-105.
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As for the second scholar mentioned, the more widely accepted opinion regarding his year

of death is 741 AH. However, some sources mention 725 AH, though the majority of scholars
consider 741 AH to be the stronger view.
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‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim Al-Khazin (d. 741 AH), Lubab al-Ta 'wil fi
Ma ‘ant al-Tanzil, ed. Muhammad ‘Al1 Shahin, vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
1415 AH/1995 CE), p. 423.
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Abt Hayyan al-Andalust (d. 745 AH), Al-Bahr al-Muhit, vol. 6 (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1412
AH/1992 CE), p. 412.
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Algadi Muhammad Thana’ Allah Al-Muzhar (d. 1225 AH), Tafsir al-Muzhari, ed. Ahmad
‘I1zz and ‘Inayah, vol. 6 (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi, 1425 AH/2004 CE), p. 376.
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Abii al-Fadl Shihab al-Din al-Sayyid Mahmiid Al-Alasi (d. 1270 AH), Riih al-Ma ‘ani fi Tafsir

al-Qur’an al-‘Azim wa-al-Sab * al-Mathani, ed. ‘A1 ‘Abd al-Bar1 ‘Atiyyah, vol. 9 (Beirut:

Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1415 AH/1993 CE), p. 335.
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Siddiq Hasan ibn ‘Al al-Husayn Al-Qanntji (d. 1307 AH), Fath al-Bayan fi Maqgdasid al-
Qur’an, vol. 9 (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Uzmiyyah, 1412 AH/1992 CE), pp. 204-205.
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Ashraf ‘Al Thanawi, Diya’ al-Qur’an, vol. 2 (Lahore: Maktabat Rahmaniyyah, n.d.), p. 573.

_qqu“(q/!w;u;g»u,;a;/;)mle‘gwM,(m!rm()&ﬂ/ldﬁ“’ﬂ“
Ahmad Mustafa Al-Maraghi (d. 1371 AH), Tafsir al-Maraghi, vol. 16 (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-
Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), p. 99.
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Thana’ Allah Amritsari (d. 1437 AH), Tafsir Thand 7, vol. 2 (Lahore: Maktabat Quddiisiyyah,
2002 CE), p. 348.

KON (P F o=l P Wz Db . s 2l 5 260) 0 Al T80 s G (1P AY) B ©°

Sayyid Qutb (d. 1386 AH), FT Zilal al-Qur an, vol. 4 (Cairo: Dar al-Shurdiq, 32nd ed., 1423
AH/2003 CE), p. 2512.
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Idrts Kandhlawt (d. 1437 AH), Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an, vol. 5 (Sindh, Pakistan: Maktabat al-
Ma‘arif, 2nd ed., 1422 AH), pp. 419-420.
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Muftt Muhammad Shafi’, Ma ‘arif al-Qur an, vol. 6, pp. 401-402.
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Ibid., 6:402.
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Sayyid Abu al-A‘la Mawdudi (d. 1979 CE), Tafhim al-Qur’an, vol. 3 (Lahore: Idarah
Tarjuman al-Qur’an, n.d.), p. 385.
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Pir Karim Shah al-Azhari (d. 1418 AH), Diya’ al-Qur’an, vol. 3 (Lahore: Diya’ al-Qur’an
Publications, 1995 CE), p. 317.
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Amin Ahsan Islaht (d. 1418 AH), Tadabbur-i-Qur an, vol. 5 (Lahore: Faran Foundation, 1430

AH/2009 CE), p. 397.
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Ghulam Rastl Sa‘1di (d. 1437 AH), Tibyan al-Qur an, vol. 8 (Lahore: Riimi Publications, 3rd
ed., 1426 AH/2005 CE), p. 130.
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Salah al-Din Yusuf (d. 1434 AH/2020 CE), Ahsan al-Bayan (Saudi Arabia: King Fahd
Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur’an, n.d.), p. 974.
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Two opinions are narrated from them: in one, clothing is meant, and in the other, the face
is mentioned.
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For a woman, covering the face and adornment is better, more cautious, and a means of protection from
temptation, and she should only reveal what becomes visible due to necessity or an unavoidable situation.
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Only the face is excepted because leaving its covering is based on some necessity.
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For a woman, covering the face and adornment is better, more cautious, and a means of
protection from temptation, and she should only reveal what becomes visible due to
necessity or an unavoidable situation.
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It is forbidden to look at any part of a woman’s body except in cases of necessity, such as for
medical treatment or testimony.
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As for adornment that is inherently visible, it is permissible for non-mahram to look at it,
but only in situations of need, such as giving testimony, on condition that there is no fear
of temptation or desire.
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The basic ruling is that a woman must cover all her adornment, and only those parts (face,

hands) are excepted due to necessity or hardship, which customarily become exposed. The
exemption is given only in cases of necessity or compulsion.
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According to him, it is permissible to look at a woman’s face and hands provided there is no lust.
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He have made the exemption of the face and hands conditional upon necessity, and also on
condition that there is no fear of temptation or desire.
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If there is a risk of temptation, then it is not permissible for a woman to uncover her face
and hands.
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According to him, it is permissible for a woman to uncover her face and hands, provided this
does not arouse desire.
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This refers to adornment that is habitually or necessarily exposed, which it is not always

possible to conceal.
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It is considered exempt on the basis of necessity.
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This exemption is intended to ease a woman’s daily needs and prevent hardship, and not as
permission to casually expose the face and hands in front of non-mahram men.
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In Hanbali figh, both opinions are found. Some scholars — such as Imam lbn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH) and
Qadi Abu Ya‘la — hold that only clothing is meant, and Qadi Abu Ya‘la even attributed this view to
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal. According to them, every part of a woman’s body, even the fingernails, is
considered ‘awrah, and Imam Ibn al-Jawzi also regarded this opinion as the most correct. On the other

hand, some Hanbali scholars, such as Ibn Qudamah al-Magqdisi al-Hanbali (d. 597 AH), hold that what
is meant here is the exception of the face and hands.
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The principle of blocking the means (sadd al-dhara’i‘) means that all those means and causes that are,
in themselves, permissible and lawful, are nevertheless blocked if they are likely to lead to matters
that the Shari‘ah has prohibited, or if they open the way to neglecting the commands of the Shari‘ah.
According to the jurists, the meaning of sadd al-dhara’i’ is that any word or action which is originally

permissible, but by doing it there is a fear of leading to something forbidden or corrupt, then it
becomes necessary to abandon that action.
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