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Abstract

Religious seminaries (madaris) are not only centers for the teaching and
dissemination of Islamic sciences but also constitute a vital pillar of Muslim
social and cultural identity. Historically, these institutions have played a
prominent role in educational, missionary, welfare, and judicial domains.
In the contemporary era, as society undergoes rapid transformation and
new social and cultural values emerge, an important question arises: do
religious seminaries continue to maintain their social engagement today?
If so, what is the nature of this engagement and what impact does it have?
This paper examines the social, welfare, and cultural activities of religious
seminaries in the present age. It also seeks to explore whether these
institutions possess the capacity to move beyond their traditional
boundaries to meet modern social demands. If such capacity is lacking, the
study considers the directions in which seminaries should progress.

The paper attempts to address the following questions:

What is the current social and communal role of religious seminaries?
Are seminaries actively contributing to public welfare, adult education, and
social reform?

What changes are essential within seminaries to respond effectively to
contemporary needs?
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What challenges do seminaries face in sustaining and expanding their
social engagement?

The study is based on analytical and qualitative research methods,
incorporating fieldwork reports from seminaries, interviews with education
experts, and a comparative analysis of existing social initiatives.

Keywords: Religious Seminaries, Social Role, Social Engagement,
Contemporary Challenges, Welfare Services, Islamic Education.
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