Al-Raqgim (Research Journal of Islamic Studies)
Volume 02, Issue 02, October-December 2024.

Open Access athttps://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/alragim/index
Publisher: Department of Islamic Studies, The Islamia University of
Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan Campus, Pakistan

Email: editor.alragim@iub.edu.pk

Marriage Practices of the Prophet Muhammad : A Study in the Context
of Islamic Law and Modern Orientalist And Feminist Thought
Dr. Maryam Noreen
Lecturer (Islamic Studies) Govkirls Degree College Nowshera
Email: maryamnoreenedu@gmail.com
ORIC ID:000900096487%1941

Abstract:

The practice of t h & mutiple mdrredes idMe
significant topic within Islami¢eachings and the life of the Prophé&tHis

multiple marriages were conducted in response to social needs and br
objectives, i ncluding soci al st
the eradication of social evils. Through his marriages, the Prophet en:
the welfare of widowed amen, ended tribal conflicts, and reduced so
distinctions. His multiple marriages served as a practical example of
Islam promoted social equality and justice, recognizing the importan
women's roles, eaation, and social contributions. However, Oriental
Thoughts and feminist schol ar &

mul tiple marriages, arguing tha
rights, resulting in the expl oi

their freedom and autonomy. Feminists contend that these practices
odds with the principles ofegder equality. According to them, the abse
of principles of | ust iZnultipkemdriageg
reflects the limited and secondary status of women in Islam. This fel
critigue challenges the soci a#

multiple marriages and calls for a reconciliation of his teachings \
modern feminist thought
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Polygamy " b R BVC Sk
Polygamy " Gamy P Boly

i Wh e mania married to more than one wife at the same time, it is calbdghyny
When awvomanis married to more than one husband at the same time, it is
calledpolyandry”?

polygyny"

polyandry

Polygamy, marriage to nfore than

! Polygamy - Wikipedia (Acc.09 /12/2024)
2 https://www.britannica.com/topic/polygamy-marriage (Acc.09 /12/2024)
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyandry
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polygamy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/polygamy-marriage
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"So after Abram had been living @anaanten yearsSarai his wife took her Egyptian
slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his®Wife

3 Quran 03:04
4 Muhammad bin Ismail Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Anbiya, Bab Qawlu Allah Azza

wa Jal: "Wa wahabna li Dawud Sulaiman..." Hadith no. 3424, Maktabah Rahmaniyah, Vol 1,
Page 608
® Genesis 16:3

90


https://islamicurdubooks.com/hadith/rawy-details.php?rawyid=4396

" ROy LD 18 B MR TR EARS AT
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6 Genesis 29:361
7 Quran 03:04 Quran 03:04

8 Tirmidhi, Abu Isa Muhammad bin Isa, Jami' at-Tirmidhi, Kitab an-Nikah 'An Rasul
Allah ¥, Bab Ma Jaa Fi at-Taswiyah Bayn al-Dararir, Hadith no. 1141
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11

9 Quran 129:04

10 Abu Dawood, Sulayman bin Ash'ath, Sunan Abu Dawood, Kitab al-Nikah, Bab Fi
al-Qism Bayn al-Nisa, Hadith no. 2134, Maktabah al-Hasan, Vol 1, Page 307
11 Quran 03:04
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2 Muhammad bin Abdullah, Mishkat al-Masabih, Kitab al-Nikah, Bab al-Muharramat,
Hadith no. 3176, Maktabah al-Bushra 2010, Vol 3, Page 203
13 Muhammad bin Abdullah, Mishkat al-Masabih, Kitab al-Nikah, Bab al-Muharramat,
Hadith no. 3176, Maktabah al-Bushra 2010, Vol 3, Page 203
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14 Ahmad bin Shu'ayb an-Nasa'i, Sunan an-Nasa'i, Kitab al-Nikah, Bab Karahiyat Tazwij al-Agim,
Hadith no. 3229, Maktabah al-Mizan, Vol 2, Page 70
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AFi rst, t his ver se IS about treat me
guardians, responsible for managing the wealth of orphaned female

children,were unable to refrain from unjust management of that

wealth (4:2) One solution suggested to prevent mismanagement was

mairriage to the female orphans. On the one hand,the Qur'an limited

this number to four, and on the other hand,the economic

responsibilty of maintaining the wife would counterbalance the ac

cess to the wealth of the orphaned female through the responsibility

of management.However,most proponents of polygamy seldom

di scuss it within the c¢cdntext of just

)4 (2

15 Amina Wadud (Amina Wadud): An American Muslim theologian known for her
reinterpretation of religious texts. Her famous book "Quran & Woman" attempts to
understand Quranic texts from a feminist perspective. She was born on September 25,
1952,

16 Kecia Ali (Kecia Ali): An American scholar specializing in Islamic jurisprudence,
ethics, women, and sexuality studies. She is currently a professor of Religion at Boston
University. Kecia Ali was born in 1972.

17 Fatima Mernissi (Fatima Mernisi) (September 27, 1940): A Moroccan feminist
writer and well-known activist for women's rights, she passed away on November 30,
2015.

18 Amina Wadud, Quran & Woman NEW YORK OXFORD, OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS 1999,p:83
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patriarchy ) (

19 n

20

19 Mernissi, Fatima, "al-Suluk al-Jinsi fi Majo'at Islam Rasimali Tab'i", translated by Fatima al-

Zahra Uzail (Beirut, Dar al-Hadatha li-Nashr, 1982), p. 74
20 Mernissi, Fatima, "al-Suluk al-Jinsi fi Majo'at Islam Rasimali Tab'i", translated by Fatima al-Zahra
Uzail (Beirut, Dar al-Hadatha li-Nashr, 1982), p. 74
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21 Montgomery Watt(

"We conclude, then, that virilocal poly gamy, or the multiple virilocal family,

which for longwas the distinctive feature of Islamic society in the eyes of
Christendom, was an innovation of Muhammad's. There may have been some
instances of it before his time, but it was widespread, and it was particularly
foreign to the outlook of the Medinaffs.

23 Will Durant(

. . 24
"Women and power were his only indulgences

21 Montgomery Watt (Montgomery Watt) (March 1909 — October 24, 2 006): A
famous Orientalist who wrote many books on Prophet Muhammad £ and Islam,
attempting to create doubts about Muslim beliefs and ideologies.

2 Watt, W. Montgomeery, Muhammad at Madina. Oxford 1956 P#:277

2 Will Durant (Will Durant): (1885-1981): An American historian and philosopher
who wrote many books. His famous work is "The Age of Faith."”
24Will Durant, The age of faith, New York, 1950¢#P172,173
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**Mu'jam Iftira'at al-Gharb 'ala al-Islam az Anwar Mahmoud Zanati, Dar al-Afaq al-Arabiyya, Egypt, 2009.
2 1bn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Al-A'lam al-Muwaqgi'in, Maktabah al-Kuliat al-
Azhariyah Egypt, Chapter on Limiting the Number of Wives to Four, Vol 2, p. 103
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27 Ahmad bin Shu'ayb an-Nasa'i, Sunan an-Nasa'i, Kitab al-Nikah, Bab Karahiyat
Tazwij al-Agim, Maktabah al-Mizan, Vol 2, Page 70
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28

28 Hazrat Khadijah (R.A): (Born: 556 CE — Died: April 30, 619 CE) A noblewoman
from the Quraysh, she was the first wife of Prophet Muhammad % and the first to
accept Islam.
[https://ur.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AE%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AC%DB%81_%D
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https://ur.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AE%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AC%DB%81_%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%AA_%D8%AE%D9%88%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AF

29

30

89%A8%D9%B6%DB%HAA_%D8%HAE%DI%B8%DB%EC%DI%84%DB%AF] (Acc.
10/24/2024)

2 Hazrat Aisha (R.A): Daughter of Abu Bakr Siddiq (R.A), a renowned female
companion, and Mother of the Believers, who entered into marriage with Prophet % at
a young age. Her chastity is testified in the Quran, and the law of Qadhf (false
accusation) was established because of her. She narrated 2210 Hadiths and passed
away on 17th Ramadan 58 AH. She is buried in Jannat al-Bagi. (Al-Akmal Fasal Fi
Sahabiyat: Harf Ain)

30 Dr. Hamidullah, Muhammad Rasulull&h, Dar atIsha'at Karachi, 1979, p. 160
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"This criticism of Muhammad, then was based on a pre Islamic idea that was

rejected by Islam, and one aim of Muhammad in contracting the marriage was to
break the hold of the old idea over menbo
compared with othershich he might have had®"

31 Qazi Athar Mubarakpuri, "Khawateen Islam ki Deeni aur llmi Khidmaat," Maktabah
Qasim alUloom Urdu Bazaar Lahore, p. 149

321pn Sa'd, Tabagat&ubra, Vol 8, p. 65

33 Allama Dhahabi, Siyar A'lamMubala, Vol 2, p. 229

34Allama Dhahabi, Siyar A'lamdlbala, Vol 2, p. 219

35 Allama Dhahabi, Siyar A'lamMubala, Vol 2, p. 261

3¢ Hazrat Zaid bin Harithah (R.A): The adopted son and freed slave of Reqmet

the only companion whose name is mentioned in the Quran. (A&ddhbh fi Ma'rifat

al Sahabah 2/350)

38 Quran 05:33
39Watt W. Montgomery, Muhammad at Madina, Oxford 1956 , P 33
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41

"With this marriage the prophet bound closer his friendship with her father".*?

43

44 n

45

40 |bn Sayyid al-Nas, 'Uyoon al-Atharim, Vol 2, p. 304

41 Allama Zargani, Sharh Mawahib al-Ladunniyah, Vol 2, p. 260

42 William Muir, The Life of Mahomet, London 1861, vol 3, P 151.

43 Hafiz lbn Hajar, Al-Isabah, Vol 2, p. 235

44 Hafiz Muhammad Saadullah, Nabi Karim % ki A'ili Zindagi, p. 99

45 |bn al-Athir, Ali bin Abi al-Karim, Asad al-Ghaba, Maktabah Dar al-Kutub al-
lImiyah, Vol 7, p. 115
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46

Polygamy()

46 Hafiz Ibn Hajar, Al-Isabah, Dar al-Kutub al-llmiyah, Vol 2, p. 235
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