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Abstract:
It is an undeniable truth that every aspect of Prophet Muhammad’s (ﬁﬁ‘f ) life
serves as an everlasting source of guidance for humanity. Even after fourteen

centuries and remarkable advancements in human civilization, the world has yet
to achieve the unparalleled standard of humanity and ethics established by the

Prophet 5. A compelling example of this can be found in the realm of warfare.

While modern civilizations took nearly 150 years to formulate ethical principles
and laws governing warfare, a closer examination of the Sirah (the life of the

Prophet (ﬁf?%'f‘) reveals that in just a decade, he introduced laws that were not only

more comprehensive and humane but also deeply rooted in the principles of dignity
and respect for humanity. Furthermore, these laws were not merely theoretical;

the Prophet (%5 implemented them practically, even as a powerful and victorious

leader.

In the modern era, the globally recognized framework for ethical conduct in
warfare is known as International Humanitarian Law (IHL). These laws primarily
aim to safeguard non-combatants, particularly vulnerable groups, civilian
property, and individuals no longer participating in hostilities.

This article seeks to demonstrate, through examples from the Sirah, that Prophet

Muhammad (%F) was not only a visionary in ethical warfare but also its true

pioneer. By analyzing his life and actions in the light of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), it becomes evident that the principles formally
established by 20th-century experts were, in fact, laid down over fourteen

centuries ago by the Prophet (é’*%'ﬁ’) His teachings form the foundation of the
ethical and humanitarian principles of warfare that continue to inspire and guide
humanity today.
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“Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including

members of armed forces who have laid down their arms

and those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds,

detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances
be treated humanely®.
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The Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures
in order that children who have not attained the age of
fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities and, in
particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them into
their armed forces. In recruiting among those persons
who have attained the age of fifteen years but who have
not attained the age of eighteen years, the Parties to the
conflict shall endeavour to give priority to those who are
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“The religious, medical and hospital personnel of hospital
ships and their crews shall be respected and protected,;
they may not be captured during the time they are in the
service of the hospital ship, whether or not there are

wounded and sick on board"®”.
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“Persons regularly and solely engaged in the operation

and administration of civilian hospitals, including the

personnel engaged in the search for, removal and

transporting of and caring for wounded and sick civilians,

the infirm and maternity cases, shall be respected and
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“A person who is recognized or who in the circumstances,
should be recognized to be hors de combat shall not be

made the object of attack®>”.
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“Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including
members of armed forces who have laid down their arms
and those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds,
detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances
(2855
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“Making a person the object of attack in the knowledge
that he is hors de combat” is a grave breach of the

Protocol %,

be treated humanely
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