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Abstract:

This research article presents a comprehensive study of Ayat Ullgh al Uzma
Nasir Makaram Shirazi, a pivotal figure in the history of Shiite Islam and Iranian socio-
political thought. Renowned for his issuance of the famous tobacco fatwa, Ayatullah
Shirazi played a crucial role in shaping religious resistance to colonial and imperial
pressures in the 19th century. The paper explores his early life, scholarly background,
and his ascent as a marja -e-taqlid (source of emulation). It analyzes his political stance,
especially his influence on anti-colonial movements and the integration of religious
authority in public life. By examining historical texts and accounts from his
contemporaries, this article highlights the enduring legacy of Ayatullah Shirazi in the
spheres of figh, theology, and political activism. His contributions exemplify the dynamic
role of religious leadership in socio-political contexts, bridging traditional Islamic
thought with emerging modern challenges. Drawing upon primary sources and
contemporary accounts, the study highlights his jurisprudential contributions and his
strategic use of religious decrees to affect real-world change. It presents Allama Shirazi
as a figure who not only preserved Islamic legal traditions but also redefined the role of
the ‘ulama’ in modern political life.

Keywords: Shiite Islam, Ayatullah Shirazi, jurisprudential, Tobacco Fatwa, marja -e-
taqlid.
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