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Abstract :

Orientalist scholarship on Islamic sources has significantly influenced modern academic
discourse about Islam, the Qur’an, Hadith, and Sirah. This article critically examines
the major objections raised by selected Orientalists regarding the authenticity and
reliability of primary Islamic sources. It analyzes their views on the compilation of the
Qur’an, the authority of Hadith literature, and the personality and life of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). The study evaluates the arguments of prominent Orientalists such
as Theodor Noldeke, Arthur Jeffery, Ignaz Goldziher, Joseph Schacht, and William Muir
in the light of Qur’anic teachings, classical Islamic scholarship, historical evidence, and
rational analysis. The article argues that many Orientalist interpretations were shaped
by theological prejudice, colonial interests, and methodological bias. It concludes that
balanced and objective scholarly engagement is essential for understanding Islamic
sources accurately and for responding effectively to misconceptions propagated in
Orientalist discourse.
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To destroy the power of Islam, we must use the Koran itself against Islam. We must

show that what is true in the Koran is not new, and what is newin the Koran is not true*
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Muhammad was really the author and chief contriver of the Koran is beyond

dispute, though it be highly probable that he had no small assistance in his design
from others, as his countryman failed not to object to him?®.
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To begin with it is quite certain that when the Prophet died there was no collected,
collated, arranged body of material of his revelations. What we have is what
could be gathered together somewhat later by the leaders of the community when
they began to feel the need of a collection of the Prophet's proclamations and by
that time much of it was lost, and other portions could only be recorded in
fragmentary form. There is a quite definite and early Tradition found in several
sources which says. The Prophet of Allah was taken before any collection of the
Quran had been madel 1.
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The hadith will not serve as a document of the infancy of Islam, but rather as a
reflection of the tendencies which appeared in the community during the more
mature stages of its development!?.
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The aim of Part II is to show that a considerable number of legal traditions, which
appear in the classical collections, originated after Malik and Shafi'*.
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The Ulema were initially baffled as to which verses to codify into the sharia
worldview the one that states there is no coercion in religion, or the ones that

command believers to fight all non-Muslim till either convert, or at least submit
to Islam'®.
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The sword indeed: but where will you get your sword! Every new opinion, at its
starting, is precisely in a minority of one. In one man's head alone, there it dwells
as yet. One man alone of the whole world believes it; there is one man against all
men. That he take a sword, and try to propagate with that, will do little for him.
You must first get your sword! On the whole, a thing will propagate itself as it
can'®,
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For a long time in the West, Mohammed was represented in the most unfavorable

light. Legends were invented about him, and he was held responsible for all the

evils that the imagination of the people could conceive. He was the subject of the
most absurd and legendary tales'”.
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However that may be, there is no doubt that he had frequent recourse to all sorts

of fraud and imposture to secure his purpose; calling into his service that angel
Gabriel to reveal things which he could not himself believe'®,
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Mahomet weakness for the sex seemed only to grow with age, and the attraction

of his increasing harem were insufficient to prevent his passion from wandering
beyond its ample limits'®.
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