Al-Ragim (Research Journal of Islamic Studies)
ISSN: 3006-2225 (Print), 3006-2233 (Online)

Volume 04, Issue 01, January-June 2026.

Open Access at: https://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/alraqim/index
Publisher: Department of Islamic Studies, The Islamia University of
Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan Campus, Pakistan

Email: editor.alraqgim@iub.edu.pk

4 F LIS A At s 31 27
Harald Motzki’s Methodology in Orientalist Hadith Studies and
Its Intellectual Impact: A Critical Academic Study
Aown Muhammad
PhD Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, University of Sargodha

Email: aownm928@gmail.com
Dr. Muhammad Haroon

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies University of Sargodha
Email: hafizmahtab209@gmail.com

Abstract :

The scholarly and historical criticism of the corpus of Prophetic Hadith by
Orientalists has remained a significant subject in modern Islamic studies.
Nineteenth- and twentieth-century Orientalists, particularly Ignaz Goldziher and
Joseph Schacht, expressed profound skepticism regarding the historical
authenticity of Hadith and argued that a substantial portion of Hadith material
emerged as a product of later juristic, political, and religious developments.
However, in the late twentieth century, the German Orientalist Harald Motzki
introduced a new methodological approach to Hadith studies known as “Isnad-
cum-Matn Analysis,” which fundamentally transformed Orientalist perspectives
on the historical study of Hadith. Through a comparative analysis of both chains
of transmission (isnad) and textual content (matn), Motzki sought to demonstrate
that a considerable number of Hadith traditions could be traced back to the first
Islamic century (first century A.H.).This article presents a scholarly and critical
examination of Harald Motzki’s methodology, its intellectual foundations, its
significance within the Orientalist tradition of Hadith studies, its impact on both
Muslim and Western academic circles, and the major criticisms directed against
it.
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