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Abstract

Orientalism has been involved in spreading propaganda against Islam from its
beginning. Orientalists (sometimes in the form of researchers, sometimes in the form of
businessmen and sometimes in form of religious scholars) collect information about
Islam, Prophet of Islam and the Islamic world. On the base of this information, they
attack on different aspects of Islam with their fabricated and self-made propaganda. In
this Article a critical analysis of Orientalists objections about Islamic Culture and
civilization is presented. In the beginning, the Orientalists who researched the Islamic
civilization have been reviewed. Later, the objections of the Orientalists to the veiling of
Muslim women, the misinterpretation of the veil, the attempts to associate the veil with
the elite, the presentation of the veil as a custom instead of the order of the Islamic
Sharia and the efforts of the Orientalists to disparage Islamic morals and dignity through
painting has been reviewed. The article discusses the spectacle of the snake charmer, the
sale of naked women in slave markets, half-naked maids in Moroccan baths, and images
of extrajudicial executions.

Keywords: Orientalists, Islam, Culture, Civilization, Veil.
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"The Greeks and the Romans regarded only themselves as

"civilized", while everything foreign and particularly every living
to the East of the Mediterranean Sea, bore the label "barbarians”.
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Since that time Occidentals believe that their racial superiority
over the rest of mankind is a matter of fact, and the more are less
pronounced contempt of non-European races and nations is one of

3 "standing civilization features of West the
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"The device of these imperial agents has generally been to criticize
the religion and culture of the conquered peoples, to malign the
founders of their faiths and leaders of their thought, to cast
aspersion on their holy books, to put to obloquy and derision the
tenets of their creed... to revile what they hold dear and precious,
and to create doubts and misgivings about their traditions, culture
thus paving the way for the and civilization and their future,

acceptance of Christian dogmas and ideology ,and ultimately, the
4 domination of western culture and civilization"
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3 .Muhammad Asad, Islam at the Crossroads (The Other Press Sdn Bhd, 2022), 6.

4 Zafar Ali Qureshi, “Prophet Muhammad and His Western Critics: A Critique of W.
Montgomery Watt and Others,” The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, 18 no. 2
(2001): 162.
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Thomas Wright, Early Christianity in Arabia: A Historical Essay (Arabian Peninsula: -

Quaritch, 2008), 153.
Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (London: Red Globe Press), 147 . -6
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"It applied only to Muhammad’s Wives and there is no historical
indication that he ever intended it to be taken as an order for any
The Quran would advocate modesty for both sexes -woman to veil

2but it never specified veiling"
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"What would be called the "veil" was in fact a thin shawl and when
it was to a large degree a matter of status. Much as aristocratic

! .Lesley Hazleton, The First Muslim: The Story of Muhammad (New York: Riverhead Books,
2013), 271.
12 ibid.
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women in ancient Assyria and Persia had worm it as a mark of
distinction, so would the Women of rapidly rising Islamic
Baristocracy"
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"They’d attempt to enforce "the veil" on all women, eventually taking the idea so
literally that in its most extreme form, the burqa, it would become more like a
shroud. Certainly none of Muhammad’s wives had any idea that a mere piece of
“muslin, would develop into such a thing"
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"The curtain established a threshold: it shielded a "forbidden" as
sacred (Haram) object, like the damask cloth that covered the
When the revelation had come down, the curtain had been Kabah.

drawn between two men - the Prophet and Anas — to separate the
"married couple from the hostile community".
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"They would eventually about three generations after his death be used to justify

of all women and their segregation in a separate part of the house. These
directions did not apply to all Muslim women but only to Muhammad's wives"

59:33 070t

16 _Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet (Phoenix Press, 2001), 198.
Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A Prophet for our Time (Harper Collins, 2006), 170. -7
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"The hijab or curtain was not intended to be an oppressive
measure. It was designed to prevent a scandalous situation
developing which Muhammad's enemies could use to discredit
Quran it was simply a piece of protocol that applied only to him.
Prophet's wives. Muslim women are required, like men, to dress
modestly, but women are not told to veil themselves from view, or
to seclude themselves from men in a separate part of the house.
These were later development and did not become widespread in
the Islamic empire until three or four generations after the death of
Muhammad. It appears that the custom of veiling and secluding

women came into the Muslim world from Persia and Byzantine,
8where women had long been treated in this way"
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“It seems that later other women became jealous of the status of
Muhammad's wives and demanded that they should be allowed to
Ywear the veil too"
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"Today when some Muslim women resume traditional dress. It is
not always because they have been brain washed by a Chauvinist
religion but because they find that return to their own culture roots

2%is profoundly satisfying"

19 Ibid, 198.
20 .1bid, 199.
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"The picturesque Orientalizing in this case is to certify that the people
encapsulated by it define by its prescience are irredeemably different from, more
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