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Abstract

This paper presents a comparative analysis of the research and methods of two central
encyclopaedic works of Muslim Comparative Religion. These are the books of “al-
Fisal fi al-Milal wa al-4hwa’ wa al-Nihal” (The Distinctions between Religions,
Heresies, and Sects) by lbn Hazm Zahiri (d. 1064) and “al-Milal wa al-Nikal”
(Religions and Sects) by Shahrastant (d. 1163). Ibn Hazm was considered a strong critic
of Christian religious scriptures, and his book, al-Fisal is considered a work of great
significance in Muslim comparative religion. On the other hand, Shahrastani
distinguished himself by describing the universal religious history of humanity most
objectively. His book, “al-Milal wa al-Nihal” presents the doctrinal points of view of
all the religions and philosophies which existed up to his time. This paper seeks to
introduce and compare Ibn Hazm and Shahrastani’s research findings and
methodologies and analyse the approaches and critiques they adopted in their study of
Christianity. The paper will examine the interaction between the two scholars' works.
The research will contribute to understanding Muslim views of Christianity in the
medieval period and the comparative study of religions. The findings of this research
will enrich the perspective of modern Comparative Religion with the insights of two of
the most original Muslim treaties in theology and improve our understanding of
contemporary Muslim approaches to the study and undertaking of comparative religious
studies.

Keywords: Al-Fisal fi al-Milal wa al-Ahwa’ wa al-Nihal, al-Milal wa al-Nihal, Ibn
Hazm Zahiri, Shahrastani, Christianity
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! Mary Pat Fisher, Living Religions (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2™ ed., 1994) 243.
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“We may define Christianity as the ethical, historical, universal,
monotheistic, redemptive religion, in which the relation of God

and man is mediated by the person and work of the Lord Jesug
Christ”.
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2 Alfred E. Garvie, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, editor: James Hastings (Edinburgh: T.
& T. Clark, 1910 AD), 3/581.

# John Hick, The New Encyclopaedia Britannica (Micropaedia), (S.V: Christianity) (Chicago:
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