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Abstract

Karen Armstrong is one of the leading orientalists interested in the study of Islam.
She has published two books on the biography of the Prophet Muhammad
In this (PBUH). One of them is titled "Muhammad: The Prophet of Our Time".
book, the author has presented a number of discussions in a narrative and
analytical manner on various aspects of the life of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). At some points, Karen has provided answers to the objections of non-
Muslim writers regarding prophetic role of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
however, in many places, she has maintained the continuity of the Orientalist
narrative. In her book, she has presented some verses of the Holy Quran as
evidence to raise doubts and suspicions regarding the personality of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), his character, his companions and wives, and has tried to
prove that the doubts she has presented are based on Quranic verses. When an
ordinary reader reads this book, he may be confused by seeing a new narrative
related to the Holy Quran and Prophet (PBUH) at the same time. Therefore, it is
necessary to identify from an Islamic perspective those parts of Karen's book in

which the objections are based on the Holy Quran. This article fulfills this need.
Keywords: Islam, Sirah, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Orientalism, Karen
Armstrong
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Like the hanifs, he was convinced that Allah was the only God, but

he did not at first condemn the worship of the stone idols round the
Kabah or the cult of the three gharanig. Like most of the great

religious sages, he was not much interested in orthodoxy’.
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Some scholars believe it to be apocryphal, though it is hard to see

why anybody would make it up'’.
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Muhammad’s wish for a compromise had distorted the divine
message. He was immediately contrite, but God consoled him with
a new revelation. All the previous prophets had made similar
“satanic” mistakes. It was always a struggle to make sense of the
revelations and all too easy to confuse the deeper current of
inspiration with a more superficial idea of one’s own. But, the
revelation continued, “God renders null and void whatever
aspersion the shaytan might cast, and God makes his messages
clear in and by themselves.” An important principle had been
established. God could alter his scriptures at the time that they
were being revealed to a particular prophet. Revelation was

progressive: We might say that Muhammad sometimes saw fresh
implications in his message that qualified some of his earlier

insights'”.
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Muhammad had no quarrel with the beliefs of Abu Al-Hakam and

Abu Sufyan. In fact, much of their theology was quite correct.

They believed without question, for example, that Allah was the
creator of the world and the lord of the Kabah. The trouble was

that they did not translate their beliefs into action'’
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He felt cheered as he began his homeward journey, and stopped to
pray in the small oasis of Nakhlah, where he was overheard by a
group of “unseen beings” (jinn). The word jinn did not always
refer to the whimsical sprites of Arabia; it could also be used for
“strangers,” people who had hitherto been unseen. The Qur’an
indicates that the travellers, who lurked out of sight in Nakhlah,

listening to Muhammad’s recitation, may have been J ews” .
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The idea of an exclusive religion was alien to Muhammad; he

hated sectarian quarrels, and was offended by the idea of a “chosen
people” or the conviction that only Jews or Christians could get to

Paradise™ .
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knows best what you are doing.” To avoid this sterile controversy,
Muhammad, like the hanifs, decided to return to the “religion of

Abraham,” who was neither a “Jew” nor a “Christian,” because he
had lived long before either the Torah or the Gospel.
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1. The controversy split the community and Muhammad was besieged by

angry men who felt that Allah was emasculating them®.

Matters came to a head over the question of wife-beating®’

3. Arrevelation seemed to give husbands permission to beattheir wives but
Muhammad did not like it**
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“"Muhammad: A Prophet of our time, P. 146
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His controversial attempt to improve the status of women was a
godsend to them, and they began to circulate malicious and
salacious rumors about his wives. Some made it known that they
had their eye on some of the more attractive members of his harem
and intended to marry them after his death a suggestion that carried
more than a hint of assassination. It was whispered that
Muhammad was now too old to satisfy his wives or that he had a

testicular hernia™
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When people crowded into his family quarters to put their
questions and complaints to Muhammad, some of the men had
actually insulted his wives before his very eyes. The situation was
getting out of hand. At night, when it was cooler, Medina came to
life, and people liked to walk about and socialize outside, enjoying
the fresher air, but since the siege, women had been attacked on the
streets. When the Prophet’s wives went out together, the
Hypocrites had started to follow them, yelling obscene suggestions
and making lewd gestures. When challenged, they protested that in
the darkness they had mistaken the women for slave girls, who

were considered fair game for this type of harassment”"
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The hijab verses have become extremely controversial®?
2. These directives did not apply to all Muslim women, but only to
Muhammad’s wives®
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®* Muhammad: A Prophet of our time, P. 1554, 155
%2 Muhammad: A Prophet of our time, P. 157
8 Muhammad: A Prophet of our time, P. 158
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The Qur’an had long stipulated that in the interests of peace,
Muslims must agree to any conditions that the enemy proposed,
even if they seemed disadvantageous. But many of the pilgrims
found these terms dishonorable. The truce meant that Muslims
could no longer raid the Meccan caravans; why was Muhammad
abandoning the economic blockade that was really starting to
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Mutiny was in the air. The fragile solidarity that had united the
pilgrims throughout this dangerous expedition was shattered and
the deep rifts that had always existed within the ummah became

suddenly apparent™.

/x,é‘é_uﬁjww;Lﬂ’ﬂ%w-fnwquuﬁfuizwé‘

ﬁ:aﬁﬁ;ﬁwlfﬂéééwauﬁ/‘u%értgk}éﬁ//&??u{n/u?

L1 S F, WPV SN SO P
L6 e b S S e PR TS T P b U
?«y(uﬁL/%?/?gund/gLﬂ’%,l?,T/;ancf.L‘Lx‘z/(KL'vg ﬁ&”(ﬁd,{‘aﬂ;"uf
_iﬁnuﬁ‘)
F A B B LL SIS PN IS e L ol Sy
Ko dnut L SIS fuFe L éz?a?ﬂ,rg,mm/g o sl fE
SUI-GUA S U G L2 e psbuim & 2ol fuff/;,,?;;égém
JebTon O NS b fe F L2 Jgté’dué_/}f/nﬂfﬂ/,w@
LGS Rt siwdote £ S0 Lymid L LS And o
FEARS (P ;u/u?dfu”&,mj/.,,u "7k ",rd/w ftbuf,,é.u/
YAl fxéw_gu“f!ré K A B E o sy 2 e S

% Muhammad: A Prophet of our time, P. 172 '
2062057 <+ 1985) 8 S SN UE S8 P 1ef: st nol oSBT
79



e T “.;a.L.I’Uf”(/'lfzﬁl’.if;il/.:’):j"..ié‘yg{uﬁ”/'/?u[

22;)»/?/)’ Luuﬂim M-L}’Z"JL’&?/?JJLV%’JAEU’U}// &/)I‘L&L&?L})
&L SE 21 Br5aeZ ST Ui Tt L1 &
yﬂ'jf; 2B U o1 2 d/..ﬁ}/ﬂu/uﬁ "Muhammad: The Prophet of our time"b.ao/g};!
S St e f VL U L s Hlom U il U 46 38 § 1 e
Luffuﬁug.L.;;.;wu-%Jug,.sﬁj.g/ﬁd/é?%_’,b&w»m&&fcf’gw
L s 1p L\ T3 el U3 0 LU JEFE 42T S iler
bl o e A
WSS A ﬁ?(ﬂduﬁd;;vgfuf}y*,ﬁé_wf,ug .
Frze s dd s K1 S b = U1 g 0 e J(”}j
Frtgef e nl ot L3P muib e e LA 2
_‘L;,L'liolé‘gnl&fgf,g/uﬁd'@'r_u’l,ﬂ
MGJ;«U;»’J‘JguT}LnL/ﬁg r%.“%uf}lgﬁf%g,’gu[ﬂ!/» °
ok sz S T gl S 5 uﬁjurg“/jgufwgu’i& e Lot
S d A SEFACLT M e cuz e oo et
e T PG 2 S8 e T b Lo S\ TOT S L Lo,
el S N L bt S 51§ 1S 4 JunsssbiFe S Ao T
_‘aCJ:nLL?ui‘um‘;

222J:,ﬁ”<‘f¢}u1i”
80



