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The Concept of Prohibited Breeding: A Comparative Study in the Light
of Talmud and Islamic Teachings
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Dr Muhammad Waseem Mukhtar
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies & Arabic, Gomal University D.I
Khan. Email: waseemmukhtar484@gmail.com

Abstract

Socially, humanity is the creation by the Lord of the Universe to benefit from the
various species with which humans are related in different stages of worldly life.
Therefore, Allah Almighty has chosen mankind to guide and differentiate about the
beneficial and harmful things. He sent messengers to the beings, who informed the
Humans about the rules and regulations of Allah Almighty regarding different kinds of
water and land, animals and plants, Later, the believers of these entities further
explained their teachings and tried to explain the reasons for the benefits and harms
of objects and by mixing objects with different attributes together through various
experiments. In addition, due to the order to avoid corruption, humanity is prohibited
from all such reproductive matters, which tarnish the honor and prohibition of
humanity and brutality in humanity. The current research work has been discussing
about the Talmudic and Islamic teachings about prohibited breeding. The purpose of
this work is to test humanity whether after attaining the blessing of wisdom, whether it
leaves behind all the limitations and goes on a temporary life of its own accord, or
abides by the limitations and limitations of its master's theory and method. The
present study has been organized through primary and secondary sources e.g. Quran,
Talmud, Ahadith, books of contemporary age, articles and research papers. It is
scholarly admitted that Human Sharia also informs about the rules and regulations
related to breeding while supporting efforts to improve the economy. Therefore, a
brief review of the Talmud and Islamic laws related to this breeding is carefully
mentioned below, so that awareness of the relevance and compatibility of the Islamic
and Talmudic laws related to the breeding especially their unique and different points
and prohibited methods are brought to the academic globe.
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"The prohibition is based on the verse in the Torah which states, "You
shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a
garment of cloth made of two kinds of material"*
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"Mixed species are seen as symbolic of the blurring of boundaries and
the breakdown of distinctions between different categories, which goes

against the idea of order and hierarchy emphasized in Jewish tradition."'
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"The laws of mixed species are still relevant in Jewish communities today,

particularly in regards to agricultural practices and the use of hybrid
2

seeds"
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1.The Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 295
2.Mishnah Kil 8:1
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"Prohibit mixing different types of seeds, animals."
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"It is forbidden to sow diverse kinds in a vineyard or to suffer them to grow, and
it is forbidden to have any benefit from them. It is forbidden to sow diverse kinds

of seed or to suffer them to grow, but they may be eaten and certainly benefit may
be derived from them"*
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"These include planting certain mixtures of seeds, grafting different species of
trees, growing plants other than grapevines in a vineyard, crossbreeding animals,
working certain animals together, and mixing wool and linen in clothing."
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3.Deuteronomy 22:9-11
4 Leviticus 19:19
5.Mishnah Kil, 8:1
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"The prohibition applies to the sowing together of two kinds of grains if they are

regarded as belonging to different species (see below), or of grain and legume, as
well as of other edible plants."®
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"A lenient ruling was given regarding vegetables, which were customarily sown

in small beds, and it was permitted to sow five species at specified distances from
one another in a bed one cubit square and with variations even 13 species."7
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¢
"According to most authorities, it is obligatory to separate fields sown with

different species by the space of a rova (104 square cubits) or of three furrows
(two cubits). In the opinion of some commentators, including Solomon Sirillio..."
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"Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind; thou shalt not sow thy

field with two kinds of seed,” which were interpreted to mean, "Just as the
prohibition of cattle refers to mating, so does that of the field to grafting."®

6.1bid, 3:1
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8.Mishnah Kil 2: 6-10
9.Kid. 39a
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"The root hakok ("to carve"), i.e., that it is forbidden to change by grafting the

original form "carved out" by the Creator at Creation. The prohibition applies to
grafting a tree onto a tree, a vegetable onto a tree, and a tree onto a vegetable."*°
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"The laws of mixed species in the vineyard are stringent and complex, and almost
half of the tractate Kilayim is devoted to them. The Bible rules that the resulting
vines and seed become forfeit, and it is forbidden either to eat them or to benefit
from them.""!
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"Concerning vegetables and other plants there are differences of opinion in the
Mishnah and Talmud as to which are forbidden by biblical law and which

permitted. A distance of four cubits must be allowed between a vineyard and any
species forbidden to be sown there. In the case of a single vine, however, it

10.Mishnah Kil. 1:7
11.Deut. 22:9
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suffices to leave a distance of three or six handbreadths."*?
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"If a mixed species is discovered in a field or vineyard, the prohibited plants or
vines must be uprooted and removed."*?
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"If the prohibited species cannot be uprooted without damaging the permitted
species, they may be cut down instead.""
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"In some cases, it may be possible to separate the prohibited species from the

permitted species without harming either. This can be done by creating a physical
barrier between them or by removing one of the species."*®

12.Kil. 6:1

13.Babylonian ~ Talmud,  Tractate  Kiyayim:  https://www.sefaria.org/  kilayim.  2a.
1?lang=Dbi,Date:4/28/2023, Time: 11:05 PM

14.Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De'ah, Chapter 298:https// www.sefaria.org /
Shulchan_Arukh%2C_Yoreh_De'ah.298?lang=bi,Date:4/28/2023, Time: 11:08 PM

15.The Halakha of Mixed Species: https://www.myjewishlearning.com /article/ mixed-species-in-jewish-
law/ , Date:4/28/2023, Time: 11:11 PM
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"If the prohibited species are close to maturity and uprooting or cutting them

would cause significant financial loss, the farmer may wait until they have
reached maturity before removing them."*°
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"they may be reared and maintained, and it is only forbidden to breed them." "To
rear and maintain™ means that different species of cattle may be reared together
without the fear that they will crossbreed. Some explain it to mean that the product
of crossbreeding may be reared."*’
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"This prohibition applies to domestic and wild animals and to birds."*®
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16.Laws of Kilayim: https://www.chabad.org/library/ article cdo/aid/ 960421/ jewish/Laws-of-
Kilayim.htm, Date:4/28/2023, Time: 11:15 PM

17.Kil. 8:1

18.BK 5:7
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"Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together." *
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"Thou shalt not wear a mingled stuff, wool and linen together."?
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"The prohibition of Shaatnez serves as an important reminder of the need to
maintain boundaries and distinctions in all aspects of life, and to avoid practices
that blur the lines between different categories or mix together things that should
be kept separate."?
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19.Deuteronomy 22:10
20.Deuteronomy, 22:11
21.Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De'ah 298
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"The crossbreeding of a horse and an ass produces a mule, which is a miserable

creature that cannot beget, so too when mixed species of trees are grafted, "their
fruit does not grow thereafter."%
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"In the present, prohibitions of mixed species have raised a number of problems
for farmers who adhere to these laws. Thus they are prevented from sowing vetch
with grain as fodder in order to prevent the vetch from trailing on the ground...In
connection with the prohibition against grafting trees of different species,
experiments have taken place on stocks belonging to the same species as the
scion, but so far no satisfactory solution to the matter has been found."?*
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