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Abstract

Images of the yearly Hajj (annual pilgrimage to Makkah) continue to capture the
attention of the world. As people witness the synchronization of actions and
purpose of millions of pilgrims, they experience amazement and wonderment.
People often ask, “Why is the Hajj important?” or “What is the purpose of
pilgrimage rituals in this day and age?” In this paper, we discuss the power of
rituals in general and focus on the various benefits and significance of the Hajj
rituals in particular. In the course of this discussion, we embark on a whirlwind
tour of relevant material from anthropology, psychology, theology, jurisprudence,
exegesis, philosophy, and-most importantly-Islamic spirituality.
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'Bell, C. M. (1997). Ritual: Perspectives and dimensions. Oxford University Press, 252.
?Kevin Edward Schilbrack, Thinking through rituals: Philosophical perspectives (New York:
Routledge, 2004), 72.

®Bell, C. M. (1997). Ritual: Perspectives and dimensions. 198, 254.
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®Malcolm X's (Al-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz) Letter from Mecca, accessed August 17, 2017,
http://islam.uga.edu/malcomx.html.
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