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Abstract

Scripture-bearing communities (Ahl al- Kitab) primarily Jews and Christians hold
a distinct position within Islamic theology and the wider interreligious framework.
This research investigates how the Qur’an and Hadith literature describe these
communities, focusing on the nuanced patterns of commendation and criticism
found in Islamic sources. Through a thematic and analytical lens, the study
explores the ethical, spiritual, and social characteristics attributed to adherents of
earlier divine revelations.

Employing a qualitative methodology, this study draws upon classical Qur’anic
exegesis (tafsir), authenticated Hadith collections, and modern scholarly
interpretations. The research identifies multiple categories of description: moral
virtues, theological deviations, historical interactions with prophets, and patterns
of behavior in social and religious contexts. Key verses such as Qur’an 3:113—115
and 5:82-83 are analyzed, along with relevant Hadith reports from Sahih Bukhari
and Sahih Muslim.

The findings reveal that the Islamic tradition offers a balanced portrayal of these
communities acknowledging righteousness, justice, and devotion among some,
while also highlighting deviation, arrogance, and rejection among others. This
dual perspective serves both as a theological guideline and a basis for ethical
conduct in interfaith engagement. The study concludes that a deep understanding
of these portrayals is crucial not only for accurate theological insight but also for
fostering respectful and informed coexistence in contemporary pluralistic societies.
Keywords: Qur’an, Hadith, interfaith theology, Ahl al - Kitab, Islamic ethics,
Abrahamic traditions
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:uj&a J~Catholic Church Built Western Civilization

"The Catholic Church’s contributions to education and healthcare
have been unparalleled. It established universities in Europe,
brought education to the masses, and set the foundation for modern
medicine and hospitals.””*
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"Jewish communities have always placed a high value on education.
Institutions like the Hebrew University of Jerusalem have become

symbols of academic excellence and contribute significantly to
global research.”

38 Thomas E. Woods, How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization, Washington D.C.:
Regnery Publishing, 2005, p. 115

39 Chaim Waxman, Jewish Education in Transition, New York: American Jewish Committee, 1986,
p. 92
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Jewish immigrants in the early 20th century established the "
foundations of Hollywood, creating a cultural industry that would
Mrshape global narratives and entertainment for decades

fuﬁo«'}’[}j@zﬁi.'gﬁ:f/u@u@»dQLQZdef.uﬁ‘j/blidﬂg[}ZO"
".E)Jf.@‘fé'ﬁulé_y(ﬂpjuflpi.u?

Qe SEt T pE P et o Lisd 2338 G Uyt St/ A6 U
»ng&w,@gfﬂ/'é")?J/;LU,JV(Bziuugum;/d}fuﬁg;&:@/gﬁf
_.lf'//lglu‘{/c«yudua’.

(Recommendations and Suggestions)e = -7 s

Q)%};J&w&/?dﬁ/}'J‘&f)dﬁg}lﬂ’gg T AU zi,«l;@)ii
g B U e (A ;agif;/ 2SS eny o
_{‘_tguw/ AT U e
L/f,cuﬁ.,)ﬂiiuf}/.,tf@ﬁfLuéj&wapdj’uﬁu}}’u‘umﬂ%
Y5 et s Sk saloly e T SO g1 $S ke §
< [Fy

ST ndn S 2 s a0l f MU b ot SR I st b e 2
[?J&f}gd/uquﬁ}u‘é@Tﬁy&:}u"‘j{’MJ!f%&l?JJ"/G/_%;.J(}{
'

A S L L (S ereabr $DS Lo 26 b e U
AT A1 Ut AT 7 st e & U 1

- Vi

41 Neal Gabler, An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood, New York: Anchor

Books, 1988, p. 32
233



S PUSIEE i o I8 £ iy § U

uﬁ(jﬁug}/&,ui’}uﬁu?uflgéJLﬁdﬁw4U:.,wqumgl:»lgdw .
Ll by T p e LB 55 i e 5 = h
Do P S 5 AL ISt Sltns S bl Al o
_ELY P Cep b S oI 3T
738 Pl ol L s e S dp ezt A & U Uil
ui'/"la/’}?{‘_lgbnrgg"gﬁ@Vg4u!:deLM;)£5})MKUfL/L Ldi
-2;;&%
/,uJ}/g’L,,C@ﬁuuﬁf,/J&w,uT}fuil}” Lu&uﬁf/u.;/g .
§e ALy Fos St b oty 3 S drd LU L a s
I
&5 oo
ui':Sx' g.lvm,guc’/“uﬁjusuo/af“bj/tf):'uKgﬁ‘4‘-4d1ﬂ1/,u¢f‘dx;g%d/am*’7du/u
A LN S elor? 23 L F 5o 2 SIS Ml STt
%@(J?;Jwu‘u“étt{/wﬁébéﬁu@ﬁ@uﬁQE‘;J;/L;,;Q&/,VM&T}U;-gug
4)75.@’!&:; ,_wct_wu&;mﬁwiuiwcu?wJ@U;’M;m:uﬁ*CU;_c‘_
e Frae Ui IS 3 o s s e lio ST, M w13 S (8035
‘;ﬁKy@@w&;ﬁu;u’guf}%;quﬁ&’;_cé_g@{)JerMu:;/yL
e S8 o JSUr e AU I TS S e ST S U
(LZos e 23l 3x o 0 AT 002 F bt LA S B el
A lblos (5 s sty g e T L L T NS GRS S U L L P

234



Journal of World Religions and Interfaith Harmony, 4:1 (2025)

S ot 6 S PRI S o6 e ool $L 30
SEFE 260 fos G A L ML e it o NS 2 2l F b
SR A T e L W 2 sen LS ABIS 26 41 A18 Hr Lt
Lu’!-baj;(gmf(’“’u’fuf(xﬁ”ﬁg@fugu’fdl,adyt{&“;bmwy’u"’f ufcf‘zﬁ
4/|u’¢uﬁ&Eg_émb&;’;fﬂ@fdﬁyif_uﬁfgyl&xu’%&w@/‘/,wwé
ety T A et AP St puni Lt L 3T S f
TGS IS enir LA F 3082 G2 T 2 f s T 2t
wf;,»w-u;c:ﬂpJ»uq;géu&wdﬂi,)&%muf 2L\ TEIF o
J,,CJ//JIu:mo;zr-‘at;;ﬁwd;@g’uuﬁu’iuﬁngJuwfjvijé"’“
S (e 3Tt et e o U 5 e OF e Grutsd P e
Tiis S 2 e ar £ il 5l 2000 502§ s G Gl S
-9)zrﬁiu,gjé;;;»JJLJZL/L,,C{J’U:a;v;uﬂ’/",ﬁniuu’f/,f_&%g-gf
e 4&&6,(,;9.:,2@{4&‘)#@;4 L lylor ssles /“Lw%’gufcw‘jvéuu
LU et B G LTl S o3 S b G e
}’ZJ';GL@)%'“ﬂfﬁ'&yjdf’i/ﬂdﬂ/@ (J;uﬂ“:w‘}/wﬁdﬁ
Bl n il S JQQIJJVLVCJU;/,Vu!/f&!ﬁfuu‘f/?)rém_uj@

Ju_‘gf( sl st 5415 et Sen g U OIS K 3T
et o b B NS 8L o3 OIS F e P
s i FL L

235



