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Abstract

This article explores the pivotal role of women in the political and social spheres of the
Fatimid Caliphate (909-1171 AD). Challenging the conventional narratives of medieval
Islamic history, it highlights how women, particularly those of the royal household like
Sitt al-Mulk, Rasad, and Queen Arwa al-Sulayhi, exercised significant influence over
state affairs. The study delves into the mechanisms of consultation employed by Fatimid
Caliphs, revealing that women were active participants in decision-making, succession
planning, and diplomatic relations. It examines the cultural and architectural
contributions fostered by these women, asserting their impact on the distinct Fatimid
identity. The article further analyzes the consequences of such involvement, arguing that
while it largely contributed to stability and cultural efflorescence, unchecked interference
occasionally led to internal strife. Ultimately, the research underscores the contemporary
relevance of the Fatimid model, suggesting that the inclusion of women in governance
and social leadership is not a modern novelty but a rooted historical precedent in Islamic
civilization, offering valuable insights for gender roles in modern Muslim societies.
Keywords: Governance, Islamic History, Islamic Civilization, Social Leadership,
Women, Politics
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