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Fatwa in Flux: Navigating the Dynamics of Islamic Legal Opinions in a

Changing World

Arifa Shaikh, Representative: E-Alkahaf (Takhassus fil Ifta)

ABSTRACT

This article embarks on an intriguing exploration of the dynamic evolution
of fatwas and their intersection with contemporary trends. Since the era of
venerable jurists, the concept of fatwa has undergone transformations in
response to temporal shifts. Through a meticulous examination of diverse
sources, this research paper endeavors to illuminate the imperative for
fatwas to adapt to the changing tides of time and circumstance, just as the
jurists themselves have done. By first delving into the etymological and
terminological definitions of fatwa, this study clarifies the nuances of fatwa
transformation and its distinction from decree. Historical perspectives are
woven throughout, as the views of esteemed jurists are revisited to shed
light on this pivotal aspect. Ultimately, the article navigates the
contemporary landscape of fatwa evolution, identifying key trends and the
underlying reasons for their resonance among modern Muslims, while
proposing potential solutions to address the resulting challenges.

Key Words: Fatwa, Challenges, contemporary trends, Revisit, Fatwa
evolution.
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