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Abstract 

 This editorial argues for the decolonization of qualitative research, emphasizing the 

need to challenge dominant research paradigms and prioritize diverse epistemologies, 

inclusivity, and equity. We discuss strategies for decolonial research, including co-creation, 

community-based participatory research, and decentering dominant epistemologies. We also 

highlight the importance of power sharing, positionality awareness, and accountability in 

research relationships. Finally, we call for funding agencies, institutions, and peer review 

processes to support decolonial research practices. 

 

Introduction 

 Qualitative research has long been dominated by Western positivism, perpetuating 

epistemic violence and marginalizing diverse perspectives (Kuhn, 1962; Lincoln & Guba, 

1985; Spivak, 1988; Collins, 2000). Decolonizing qualitative research requires a radical shift 

in research paradigms, methodologies, and power dynamics, prioritizing diverse 

epistemologies, inclusivity, and equity (Tuck & Yang, 2012; Smith, 2012). 

 

Strategies for Decolonial Research 

 Co-creation and collaboration involve communities and stakeholders in research design 

and implementation (Bishop, 1998; Lavelle & van de Fliert, 2013). Community-based 

participatory research empowers local voices and knowledge systems (Israel et al., 2005; 

Minkler & Wallerstein, 2011). Decentering dominant epistemologies incorporates Indigenous, 

feminist, critical race, and other marginalized perspectives (Smith, 2012; hooks, 1984; Delgado 

& Stefancic, 2012). Power sharing and positionality awareness acknowledge and address 

researcher biases and privilege (Haraway, 1988; Thompson, 2015).
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Conclusion 

 Decolonizing qualitative research requires a commitment to inclusivity, equity, and 

epistemic diversity. By challenging dominant paradigms and embracing decolonial strategies, 

researchers can co-create knowledge that promotes social justice and positive change (Tuck & 

Yang, 2012). Funding agencies, institutions, and peer review processes must support 

decolonial 
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