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interpreting the Qur'an: A Critical Study of Modernist Misconceptions
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MS Scholar, Department of Tafsir and Quranic Sciences, Faculty of Islamic
Sciences, Al-Madinah International University, Malaysia,
maududmouhamad@gmail.com

Abstract

Many verses in which Allah praises the Prophet's Companions affirm their high
status and position in Islam, considering them sources for interpreting the Quran
and its sciences. Their application of the teachings of the Noble Quran was
instrumental in building an Islamic civilization with a significant scientific impact
on Islamic history. This study sought to cover the integrity of the Prophet's
Companions (PBUH) and their primary sources in interpreting the Qur'an, and to
analyze and critique the impact of Modernist Misconceptions about the
Companions' interpretations of the Quran. The researcher employed an inductive
methodology, examining and analyzing literature pertinent to the subject and
sources associated with Tafsir (Quranic interpretation). One of the conclusions is
that Allah and His Messenger's commendation of the Prophet's Companions in
the Quran and Sunnah attests to their integrity. Considering the Companions to
be the best people after the Prophet. Righteous predecessors unanimously agreed
that any transgression against them is an offence against the core principles of
Islam. Modernism is regarded as a deviant intellectual and rational tendency that
aims to cause people to question the sources of the Quranic interpretation and
undermine confidence in Shaba’s (Companions) Tafsir. It also attempts to
interpret the Qur'an with reason and logic without adhering to the established
principles of the righteous predecessors. The most prominent modernist criticisms
of the Companions’ Tafsir came from an attempt to cast doubt on the sources of
their interpretation, a call to adopt independent opinions other than the
Companions', their failure to transmit the interpretation accurately, and insulting
the integrity of the great Qur'anic interpreters among the Companions, accusing
them of being influenced by the fictional narratives of the People of the Book. It
has been demonstrated that the main effects of modernist doubts on the sources of
the Companions' interpretation include undermining trust in the Companions’
Tafsir, weakening the accepted sources and principles of Qur'anic interpretation,
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attempting to abolish methodological controls in proving facts, opening the field
of Qur'anic interpretation with an independent opinion. The study also showed
that the Companions' integrity does not imply that they were perfect or blameless;
they may have made mistakes. Instead, their integrity indicates that they did not
purposefully fabricate information about the Prophet or in their testimony or
transmission. Their lack of infallibility does not necessarily mean that their
integrity was compromised. The best strategy for criticizing modernist opponents,
it is to focus on demonstrating the consensus of Islamic scholars on the integrity
of the Companions of the Prophet, as well as what is explicitly stated in the texts.
It's also critical to demonstrate the fallacies of their ideas and deviations, as well
as their genuine motivations in their plot to discredit religious sources and
authorities by disseminating doubts and misconceptions.

Keywords: Integrity of the Companions - Modernism - Quranic interpretation-
Prophet's Companions-Misconceptions
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(25)'Ahkam alqurani, ‘ahmad 'abu bakr aljasas , alnaashir: dar 'iihya' alturath alearabii - bayrut,1405h . (4/ 371)

(26)Al-Ifsah ‘an ma‘ani al-sihah, Yahyé ibn Hubayrah alshybani, al-Nashir : Dar al-watan, 1417h (2/49)

(27)Sahth al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Hadith ragm : 3651, [Kitab ashab al-Nabi salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam :
Bab fada’il ashab al-Nabi salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam] (5/3). al-Nashir : Dar Tawq al-najah, 1422H.

(28)Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith raqm : 3673, [Kitab ashab al-Nabi : Bab fada’il ashab al-Nabi] (5/8)

(29)Al-Qart sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, li-Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni (16/187).

(30)Nayl al-awtar, Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn Muhammad al-Shawkani, T1, al-Nashir : Dar al-hadith, Misr, 1413h, (8/360)

(31)Muhy1 al-Sunnah, Abii Muhammad al-Husayn ibn Mas‘ad al-Baghawi, sharh al-Sunnah, al-Nashir : al-Maktab al-
Islami-Dimashg, T 2, 1403h, (1/214)
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(32)al-Jami* li-shu‘ab al-Tman, lil-Bayhaqt bi-ragm 10149, (15/144)

(33)Sharh al-‘aqidah al-Tahawiyah, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Barrak,: Dar al-Tadmuriyah, t2, 1429 H, S 532

(34)Al-Jami* li-ahkam al-Qur’an, tafsir al-Qurtubt (16/299)

(35)Almswdh fi usil al-figh, ‘Abd al-Halim ibn Taymiyah, al-Nashir : Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, S : 292.

(36)Al-Taqrib wa-al-taysir, Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi, T1, al-Nashir : Dar al-Kitab al-*Arabi, Bayrit, 1405h, S : 92.
(37)Fayd al-qadir, Zayn al-Din Muhammad al-Munawi, T1,: al-Maktabah al-Tijariyah Misr, 1356h, (1/263).
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(38)Sharh ikhtisar ‘ulum al-hadith-‘Abd al-Karim al-Khudayr (15/18, btrqym al-shamilah aliyyan).

(39)Al-Rawd al-basim fi al-dhabb ‘an sanat Abi al-Qasim, Ibn al-Wazir, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, al-Nashir : Dar ‘Alam al-
Fawa’id lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘. (dt). (1/55).

(40)Minh3j al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah fi naqd kalam al-Shi‘ah al-qadariyah, Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim Ibn
Taymiyah, T1,: Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad al-Islamiyah, 1406h, (2/456).

(41)Al-*Awasim min al-gawasim fi tahqiq Mawagif al-sahabah ba‘da wafat al-Nabi, al-Qadi Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah
Abu Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi al-Maliki, T1,: Dar al-Jil Bayrat, 1407h .. S : 106

(42)Al-Tahbir Sharh al-Tahrir fI Usil al-Figh, by al-Mardawi, vol. 4, p. 1994.
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(43)Al-Kifayah fi ‘ilm al-riwayah lil-Khatib al-Baghdads S : 48.

(44)°Adalah al-sahabah Rida Allah ‘anhum fi daw’ al-Qur’an al-Karim wa-al-sunnah al-Nabawiyah wa-daf* al-shubuhat,
lishrbyny, S : 122.

(45)Tahdhib al-lughah, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhari, al-Nashir : Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi — Bayrit, 2001M
(21407).
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(46)Al-Burhan fi ‘uliim al-Qur’an, Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Zarkashi, T1, al-Nashir : Dar Thya’ al-Kutub
al-‘Arabiyah, 1376h, (1/13).

(47)Al-Nukat “ala Kitab Ibn al-Salah, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, T1: al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyah 1404h (1/86)

(48)Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Ta’wil al-Qur’an, tafsir al-TabarT (1/80).

(49)I'lam al-muwaqqi‘in ‘an Rabb al-‘alamin, Ibn Qayyim, T1,: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1411h, (4/117)
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(50)Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith ragm : 4430, [Kitab al-Mughazi : Bab marad al-Nabi salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam wa-
wafatuh] (6/9).

(51)Musnad Ahmad, Hadith raqm : 2397, (4/225) wa-akhrajahu al-Tabarani (10614).

(52)Manahil al-‘Irfan fi ‘ulim al-Qur’an, Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Azim alzzurqany, t3, al-Nashir : Matba‘at ‘Isa al-Babi (dt)
(21347).
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(53)Al-Itgan fi ‘uliim al-Qur’an, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Jalal al-Din al-Suyiiti, al-Nashir : al-Hay’ah al-MistTyah al-‘Ammah lil-
Kitab, 1394h. (4/221).

(54)Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Qurashi, t2, al-Nashir : Dar Taybah lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi*,
1420h (1/8).

(55)Magqayfs al-lughah, li-Ibn Faris [maddat : Sadr] (3/337), Lisan al-‘Arab, li-lbn manzir (4/445)
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(56)Al-Burhan fi ‘uliim al-Qur’an, llzrkshy (1/154-156)
(57)Magqayfs al-lughah, li-Ibn Faris [maddat : Sadr] (3/337), Lisan al-‘Arab, li-lbn manzir (4/445)
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(58)Sunan Abi Dawud, Hadith ragm : 4604, [Kitab al-Sunnah : Bab fi Luzim al-Sunnah] (7/13)

(59)Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith raqm : 2954, [Kitab al-zakah : Bab : wa-man Sarat Fatihah al-Kitab] (5/54)

(60)Sunan al-Tirmidht, Hadith raqm : 2954, [Kitab al-zakah : Bab : wa-man Sirat Fatihah al-Kitab] (5/54)

(61)Sahth al-Bukhari, hadith no. 3429, [Kitab Ahadith al-Anbiya’: Bab Qawl Allah Ta‘ala: “Wa-laqad atayna Lugmana al-
hikmata an ushkur lillah” (S: 163), (31:12)], vol. 4, p. 163.

(62)‘Ultm al-tafsir ‘Abd Allah, Shihatah. al-Nashir : Dar al-Shuriiq al-Awwal al-Qahirah, 2001M. § : 17
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