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Abstract
The period of the Rashidun Caliphate (11-40 AH / 632-661 CE) occupies a
central place in the history of Islamic civilization. It represents the formative era
in which the foundations of Islamic governance, economy, and social justice were
practically implemented under the leadership of the Rightly Guided Caliphs —
Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, ‘Umar ibn al-Khagtab, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, and ‘Ali ibn Abt
Talib (may Allah be pleased with them all). Among the various administrative and
economic developments of this era, the agricultural system stands out as a
cornerstone of economic stability, food security, and social welfare. Agriculture
was not only a means of livelihood but also a manifestation of the Qur’anic vision
of productive labor, justice in resource distribution, and the ethical stewardship
of land. The Rashidun Caliphs introduced policies that balanced ownership rights
with social responsibility. Through instruments such as ‘ushr (tithe), kharaj
(land tax), fay’ (state revenue from non-military sources), and the establishment
of public lands, the state ensured a fair and sustainable management of
agricultural resources. These measures reflected the Caliphs’ commitment to
equity, efficiency, and public interest (maslakah).
The agricultural policy of this era also laid the foundation for later Islamic
economic institutions. It combined the principles of divine guidance (Shari‘ah)
with pragmatic administrative reforms. Under ‘Umar ibn al-Khagtab in
particular, land surveys, irrigation projects, and tax reforms were introduced to
enhance productivity while preventing the concentration of wealth. Such balanced
policies made the agricultural sector a model of Islamic economic justice. In the
context of contemporary discussions on sustainable development and ethical
economics, revisiting the agricultural system of the Rashidun Caliphate offers
valuable insights. It highlights how early Islamic governance integrated faith,
economy, and social responsibility into a unified frame work one that ensured
both material prosperity and moral accountability.
Keywords: Rashidun Caliphate, Islamic Governance, Agricultural System, Social
Welfare, Administrative Reforms.
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