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Al-Burda: A Spiritual Ascent to the Radiant Lights of the
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Dr. Yasmeen Akhtar
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, International Islamic University
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Abstract

Imam Al-Busiri’s Al-Burda shines as an eternal beacon in the firmament of
Prophetic praise poetry, not as a fleeting garment of words, but as a spiritual
ladder guiding souls toward the radiant lights of the Prophet’s #sublime
character.

This study unveils the secret of a poem woven from the majesty of the Qur’an, the
fragrance of Hadith, the eloquence of Arabic rhetoric, and the translucence of Sufi
symbolism. In Al-Burda, poetry is transfigured into spiritual education, verse
becomes invocation, and imagery dissolves into mystical ascent.

Al-Burda is more than a poem: it is a spiritual school, a scripture of the heart, a
luminous window through which the seeker beholds the horizons of light, where
values are nurtured, souls refined, and the Ummah uplifted in love and emulation
of the Beloved of God . &

Findings demonstrate that Al-Busiri transformed Al-Burda into a spiritual ladder,
where poetic images become symbols of repentance, tears turn into light, and the
Prophet #emerges as a path of purification and salvation. The enduring value of
Al-Burda lies in its role as a Sufi-educational school that shaped Islamic
spirituality and enriched global literary and spiritual heritage.

Keywords: Al-Burda Poem, Al-Busiri, Prophetic Praise Poetry, Prophetic Ethics,
Sufi Symbolism, Arabic Rhetoric, Spiritual Education
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1- Surah Al-Qalam, Verse 4.

2. Musnad of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut,
1999, Vol. 14, p. 502, Hadith No. 8595. It was authenticated (declared sound) by al-Hakim in
Al-Mustadrak.

¥_ Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyyah fi ‘Ilm al-Tasawwuf by ‘Abd al-Karim al-Qushayri, edited by ‘Abd
al-Halim Mahmiid and Mahmid ibn al-Sharif, Cairo: Dar al-Ma ‘arif, 2nd edition, 1966, Vol. 1,
p. 261.
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% . Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyyah by al-Biisiri, edited by Muhammad Yasuf
al-Najm, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 3rd edition, 2002, p. 41.

® _ Diwan of Ka'b ibn Zuhayr, edited by ‘Abd al-Salam Hariin, Cairo: Maktabat al-Khanji, 5th
edition, 1996, pp. 22-25.
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® _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah by Sharaf al-Din al-Biisiri, edited by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im
Khafaji, Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1985, p. 15.

" - Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyyah by al-Bisiri, edited by Hasan al-Shafi ‘i,
Cairo: Egyptian General Book Organization, 2010, pp. 45-70.

& _bid., p. 45.

% _ Surah Al-Anbiya’, Verse 107.

10_ Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtues (Kitab al-Fada’il), Chapter: The Superiority of our Prophet
over all creation, Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1995, Hadith No. 2278, Vol. 4, p. 1782.
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11 _ Diwan of Hassan ibn Thabit, edited by Walid al-A‘zami, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Tlmiyyah, 2nd edition, 1997, p. 112.

2_ Surah Al ‘Imran, Verse 31.

3 _ Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Faith (Kitab al-Tman), Chapter: Loving the Prophet #is part of
Faith, Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najat, 2001, Hadith No. 15, Vol. 1, p. 14.

Y _ Al-Kawikib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyyah (Al-Burda) by Sharaf al-Din Muhammad
ibn Sa‘1d al-Biistri, edited by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Khafaji, Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, 1985, p. 88.

15 _ See: Al-Jami ‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an by Al-Qurtubt, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Cairo: Dar al-Kutub
al-Misriyya, 1964, Vol. 17, p. 241.
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16 _ Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyah by Al-Qushayri, Beirut: Dar Sadir, 2002, p. 134.

. Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyyah by Sharaf al-Din al-Biisiti, edited
by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Khafaji, p. 22.

18_ Surah Ash-Shams, Verses 9-10.
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. Diwan of al-Busiri, edited by Ahmad Zaki Safwat, Cairo: Press of the Committee for
Authorship, Translation, and Publishing, 1930, p. 45.

0 _ Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Book of Virtues of Jihad, Chapter: What Has Been Reported Regarding the
Virtue of Weeping Out of Fear of Allah, edited by Bashar ‘Awad Ma ‘rif, Beirut: Dar al-Gharb
al-Islami, 1998, Hadith no. 1639, vol. 4, p. 175.

2L Diwan of al-Biisiri, p. 46.

22 _ surah Ash-Shams, Verses 7-10.

8 _ Diwan of al-Bisiri, p. 47.

2 _ Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Book of Asceticism (Kitab al-Zuhd), Chapter: On the Dislike of Excessive
Eating, Hadith No. 2380, Vol. 4, p. 590.
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% _ Surah Fatir, Verse 10.

26 _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah, p. 45.

27 _ Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Book on the Description of the Day of Resurrection, Chapter 25, Beirut: Dar
al-Gharb al-Islami, 1998, Hadith no. 2459, vol. 4, p. 638.

% _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah (The Luminous Stars), p. 88.



(3 asp030 Autly3) (Sailaall G il J) 215,81 58,0 83701

1algs 2llisy
P Sty as s Eas s 3o G 3 bl dedl L 65
M}J\J&Jﬁf‘t}j 4}1&.‘\0,«}1.1; g‘rﬂ)—\‘ .
S LoV Al 1 SO e
ot B e Tl o gl 1pall o
SAleY) = )j:J\ ch.i.S\ = bl lﬁj‘)‘ °
Dysd) ) dedlalt e JUESW 1y T 81 el 4
30 3 1 “é, ” I @ 1. @ . T -
59 Jl Sl 62 252157 ) s Bl o) g s e 0T AN 1S
o Gt S Gl s b i g ST e S B gy uij)%ﬁdw}aij
(Gl 3l HUAN 20 U] al
Miag aludl 5 ssbl anlid o Y1 2% ) Flall s paddy 0T AN 3 8 6
s Ll e i) il ey (e LY eyl G dad Sposdl osh Lo (xe
Ao jpoy dgad 1My flaly didly OTAN () dis dmge dlo) 83301 8 (Sposdl
sy )y é\ um_LJ\ A.A..Ua JLAAY\J 4445,\5\ B2 caudb f cmJb J\f.@‘}}b A.Jo—)\ ol \.,\,.: @Jﬁ)
Al Solall o Lo as aid) Jag () Uu I JE_ASC.\AUA saanad)l Jgoen 10SCag %&Mu
g OT, AN 90 (3 (gpilanall JEIER I IO [ JYe
el Mozl ) S wilS™ o EE A e & (g ol 52 (S5 ] o) sal )
) asliddl el b s 3 omd slad (il Cagddly S 0T ae LS laall S
co) ) Gl ol Uai 530 ooy 3 sl

thgaudt A J) —
itswr“ Jske
o (5 e G Al RSNt

9 _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah (The Luminous Stars), p. 104.

% _ Surah al-Baqarah, verse 257.

- Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Holding Fast to the Qur’an and Sunnah, Chapter 3, Beirut: Dar
Tawq al-Najah, 2001, Hadith no. 7283, vol. 9, p. 123.

- Diwan al-Busiri: al-Burdah and al-Hamziyyah, edited by Ahmad Zaki Safwat, Cairo:
Committee of Authorship, Translation and Publication Press, 1930, p. 52.

32
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%3 _ Surah al-Anbiya’, verse 107.

% _ Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal, edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt, Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1999,
vol. 36, p. 334, Hadith no. 23408.

% _ Diwan al-Busird, p. 53.

% _ sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tawheed, Chapter on the saying of Allah: “And Allah warns you
against Himself,” Hadith no. 7510, edited by Muhammad Zuhayr al-Nasir, Beirut: Dar Tawq
al-Najah, 1422 AH, vol. 9, p. 145.

3 _ Diwan al-Biisiri, p. 55.

% _ Surah al-Ahqaf, verse 35.

¥ _ Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Book on the Description of the Day of Resurrection, Chapter: What Has
Been Related About the Severity of the Day of Resurrection, Hadith no. 2472, edited by Bashar
‘Awad Ma‘ruf, Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1998, vol. 4, p. 604.

0 _ Diwan al-Busird, p. 54.

' _ Surah al-Qalam, verse 4.
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- Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tafsir, Chapter on the saying: “And indeed, it is a reminder for you
and your people,” Hadith no. 4808, vol. 6, p. 65.
*%_ Diwan al-BasirT: al-Burdah and al-Hamziyyah, edited by Ahmad Zaki Safwat, Cairo: Committee
of Authorship, Translation and Publication Press, 1930, p. 56.
- Surah al-Ma’idah, verse 15.
- Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir by al-Tabarani, Ibn Taymiyyah Library, Beirut, vol. 22, p. 150, Hadith no.
486.
6 _ Diwan al-Busird, p. 54.
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- Surah Lugman, verse 27.
8 _ Diwan al-Busird, p. 50.
- Sahih Muslim, Book of Peace, Chapter: For Every Disease There Is a Cure, Hadith no. 2204,
Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1991, vol. 4, p. 1739.
* _ Diwan al-Bisiri, p. 59.
- Surah an-Naba’, verse 13.
°2_ Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Holding Fast to the Qur’an and Sunnah, Chapter: Following the
Sunnah of the Prophet & Hadith no. 7283, Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 1422 AH, vol. 9, p.
123.
%3 _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Barriyyah by al-Biisit, p. 5.
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*_ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Barriyyah by al-Bisiti, edited by Muhammad
Yisuf al-Najm, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- Tlmiyyah, 3rd edition, 2002, p. 45.

% _ Surah al-Anbiya’, verse 107.

% _ Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn by al-Hakim al-Nisabiri, edited by Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata,
Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyyah, 1st edition, 1411 AH / 1990 CE, Hadith no. 4171,
vol. 2, p. 612.

% _ Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra by al-Shahrani, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Cairo: Biilaq Press, 1315 AH, vol. 1, p.
233.
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% _ Al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah by al-Bisiri, p. 67.

¥ _Al-Muwatta’ by Malik ibn Anas, edited by Bashar ‘Awad Maraf, Beirut: Mu assasat al-
Risalah, 2nd edition, 1995, Book of Good Character, Hadith no. 1614, authenticated by al-
Alban.

% _Tarikh al-Adab al-‘Arabi (History of Arabic Literature) by Karl Brockelmann, translated by
‘Abd al-Halim al-Najjar et al., Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 2nd edition, 1945, vol. 5, p. 82.

®1 _ Surah al-Ma’idah, verse 15.

62 _Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Al-Rigaq, Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 1st edition, 1422 AH, Hadith
no. 6483, vol. 11, p. 303.
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