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in the Reformist Project of Sheikh Ashraf Ali Thanwi
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Dr. Tahir Saddique
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Abstract

This study investigates the structural integration of Da'wah (Islamic preaching)
and Tarbiyah (spiritual upbringing) within Sheikh Ashraf Ali Thanwi’s reformist
methodology. Challenging the traditional bifurcation of his contributions into
separate domains of jurisprudence and Sufism, this research demonstrates that
Thanwi viewed outward instruction and inward spiritual cultivation as a singular,
cohesive paradigm. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study
reveals that Thanwi diagnosed the Muslim community's decline as a compound
issue of knowledge deficiency and weak resolve, prescribing academic education
and spiritual companionship (Suhbah) as respective remedies. Furthermore, he
recalibrated Tazkiyah (purification) as the essence of the Shari'ah, governed
strictly by the Qur'an and Sunnah. Emphasizing his pedagogical principles of
moderation, facilitation, and the prioritization of interpersonal rights (Huquq al-
Ibad), the paper concludes that Thanwi’s framework provides a holistic,
indispensable model for contemporary Islamic reform.

Keywords: Islamic Reform (Islah), Sheikh Ashraf Ali Thanwi, Da'wah and
Tarbiyah, Tazkiyah and Sufism, Shari'ah and Tarigah. Islamic Ethics (Akhlaqg),
Spiritual Companionship.
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! Da‘awat ‘Abdiyya, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, Maktabat al-Thanawi, Karachi, (Fadl al- Tlm wa al-
‘Amal), vol..5, p 261.
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2 Islah Inqilab al-Umma, Ashraf ‘Ali al-Thanawi, Idarat al-Ma‘arif, Karachi, Pakistan, vol. 1, p 19.
¥ Ibid., vol. 1, p 19.
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* Ibid. vol. 1, p 20.

® Ibid, vol. 1, p 24.

® Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi Hakim al-Umma wa Shaykh Mashayikh al-‘Asr fi al-Hind, Muhammad
Rahmatullah al-Nadawi, Bayrit: Dar al-Qalam, t.1, 2006 CE, p 125.
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8 Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi Hakim al-Umma wa Shaykh Mashayikh al-‘Asr fi al-Hind, Muhammad
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39



ol o Bpal petll S £9,800 Al Ayl bladll pn oegld) M)

di Tl oo ol lish Byl Lgan p1s s oty Cpadly il o aliy oy
el ai by @ B ) s dsly el s Gl pp )l Al e Lglad 23 b)) pud
9.«é\.d\

Wiy B Eol) Giay LS Crall e aend) 1Sy 1l e slas 58 Lol s 015,
i s )

U3y WBlally 2eall LSy HE ) 2 gl UL L1 ol die dl amy sl i)l OS5y
Sl dag, )l Aolin ngh (3 ladlly pal) (3 G el @bl grs JlsVly 54wy 3 55 PN,
1 el 2oty DLl bl Wty 2l e Isgais o g ¢ oS!

Gypo Byal) 4 W Bl Jeoldl ) gl cabylall il 55 e e ati
pseld sk Tad U s 3 alee B 5 e Tyt Y a2l e e dhorgy Bmpmnall

By (U e @ aeeedl sl (sled) e 3ol madl 1S alall s ) iy Ly
el OF 324z L0l Yls 50 b 2 Laad Sle cls o OIG cadlisd) clas Y ods i
M Tty 23 iyl o T V) o

e s s O™ L gl Gawiad T oS an b gl Jay 3 Je Ll
o et Baxd LAWY (sl e G o Bladl By (ol e Bl ad Bpealls
s el

GG o (e Byl ) (3 okl B ) e dap il Tl s 0z LT e
Aidey 58 2de Ciae 3 G W als e BGT Locenll il Cpadl 0L 3 ladl (speall
el Ot Olgl O s 0% [CRVSOL B Ts2 ad —a @i and) e ai )
(a3 ) Al JieYly G131 5805 e Bl B 1y ade Bt Y el 18 e 535l
il AT Ll sty OLSU) e Ll LS T ol

o ) Oyl e o seb asnte 3 Bmssp BVs 5 Opadls cuidl cn Bl s
S o ) e Bt Bewy Walle 3 DB Lpie w5 5T B ey ol Lgslas L 14Y)

% lbid. p 5.
1% 1bid. p 55.
' 1bid. p 238.

40



Pakistan Journal of Qur'anic Studies, Vol. 5, Issue 1, January - June 2026, PP. 33-52

By i)l Wl Cpg bW Aol ) wees o B4 4 o ek ASE holy 2S5 ) seed) ool
AU Tl ¥ i ot e Tepp (A8 355 &b Loy (ols

g1y el b Jitse Yy ddans 1

agi (3 Ladly LAY G s cole 58 sty oy fddl el 2SU ol
3l g (L e (225 L D11 e el L3 el e (S0 B calaslpas g
ledl Al Jib pndl sk aela V1 (8900 Sslny AU o Do ande 2 Dok L) amy
p ol Vs sl

2@ P 3 g pisy gt sty IVl el 50l et Sl

@w‘yéudué,zw@g},éﬁru‘@\;@dwfyuﬂﬂmm\%
s Mok 4 G 10 s el e st Cray il Bls of g g 3 ane

Lty 01y e 20l 390 ol — slgza V1 (3 M) oy — Lgd Y g ‘yﬂokf»;
Bl 2gadl g0l (3 OV (o b ol of dle (T ol B3 e Ly ol 1 i dsa
13.«&,&4».41\

Usls i 305 calaelye 3 BV Ll 58 Y OG callas gkl U Jlace¥1 s Janl
& S Wbl ad dae g ol ol 3 W) sl LB () e s 095 Sy 5
 3laza um.)é el sk |

oy Gl paly O el aga ol Bl das o S5 wd e Y1 ek by
30 Y) okl o Ld B leall daslsn 3 Y O et IS 3 adaesl Tl
iy 1Sy iy 33 Ty o Lt ¥ 1 3 200 s el

3] sl able (3l e b e Bel W o Bl oday
) by (oI Bty Dgaall Dbl Sy et 025 OF 093 AL Seall oSy (Jpdll Ol
Aoly Ol (3 Al 3 LU Syedll Zalall

dgel)
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p 172.

B3 Ashraf al-Sawanih, Khwaja ‘Aziz al-Hasan Majdhiib, Idarat Ta’lifat Ashrafiyya, 1427 AH, vol.
1,p128.

 Mugaddimat I'1a" al-Sunan, Muhammad Tagi al-Uthman, Idarat al-Qur’an wa al- Ulim al-
Islamiyya, Karachi, 1418 AH, 14/1.
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%" Ashraf al-Sawanih, Khwaja ‘Aziz al-Hasan Majdhab, vol.1, p 179.

%8 Malfiizat Hakim al-Umma, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, vol. 4, p 185.
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al-Rabbani), vol. 4, p 120.

% Tajdid Tasawwuf wa Suliik, ‘Abd al-BarT al-Nadawi, al-Maktaba al-Ashrafiyya, Lahawr, p 288.

* Da‘awat ‘Abdiyya, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, (Muhimmat al-Du‘a’), j.1/s.49.
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¥ Khutbat Hakim al-Umma, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, (al-Da‘wa ila Allah), vol. 13, p 27.
¥ Ibid., vol. 13, p 26.

% Khutbat Hakim al-Umma, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, (al-Salah wa al-Islah), vol. 4, p 439.
% Da‘awat ‘Abdiyya, Ashraf ‘Alf al-Thanawi, (Takmil al-Islam), vol..3, p .291.
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“* Ibid., vol. 13, p 59.
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