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The Methodology of Sheikh Ibn Ujaibah in Balancing between
Shariah and Haqiqah in the Light of his Compilations
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University Islamabad, akhtar.rehnman2000@gmail.com
Dr. Mir Akbar Shah
Assistant Professor, Department of Dawah & Islamic Culture, International Islamic
University Islamabad, akbar.shah@iiu.edu.pk.

Abstract

Some people regard reality (hagiqah) and Sufism as opposed to, and in conflict
with, the Shart ‘ah. A great number of Muslim and Sufi scholars reject this view;
they hold, rather, that the Shari ‘ah and reality are inseparable — neither opposed
nor rivals, but interwoven with one another. In this view, religion and the Shari ‘ah
are the complete foundation, while reality and Sufism are an integral part of it; the
part therefore derives its soundness and its practical character from the whole,
and so cannot be called its rival or its opposite. In every age, scholars and Sufis
have guided the Ummabh on this question, each in his own way.

This paper sheds light on the topic through the works of Shaykh Ibn ‘Ajibah (may
Allah have mercy on him), as follows: it begins with an introduction, then the
literal and technical definitions of the Shari ‘ah and reality, then the statements of
the jurists and Sufi scholars, then selected passages from the books of Ibn “Ajibah,
and it closes with a conclusion drawn from his thought.

Key Words: Reality, Sufism, Shart ‘ah, Religion, Ibn ‘Ajibah.
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" on Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘Ali, Abu al-Fadl Jamal al-Din al-Ansart al-Ifriq1 (d.
711 AH), Lisan al-‘Arab, Beirut: Dar Sadir, 3rd ed., 1414 AH, 8/175.

2 Majma’ al-Lugha al-Arabiyya bi-al-Qahira (Ibrahim Mustafa, Ahmad al-Zayyat, Hamid ‘Abd al-
Qadir, Muhammad al-Najjar), al-Mu‘jam al-Wasit, Dar al-Da‘wa, 1/479.

3 Al-Qur’an, Stirat al-A ‘raf, 7:163.

* Ibn ‘Ajiba, Abt al-'Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Mahdt al-Hasan1 al-Anjart al-Fast al-
Suft (d. 1224 AH), al-Bahr al-Madid fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Majid, ed. Ahmad ‘Abd Allah al-
Qurashi Raslan, Cairo: al-Duktiir Hasan ‘Abbas Zaki, 1419 AH, 2/273.

® 1bid., 1/492.
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6 Al-Qur’an, Surat al-Shiira, 42:13.

! Al-Qur’an, Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:3.

8 Al-Shahrastani, Abii al-Fath Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim ibn AbT Bakr Ahmad (d. 548 AH), al-

Milal wa-al-Nihal, Mu’assasat al-Halabi, 1/38.

® Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Bahr al-Madid, 1/375.
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12 See: Ibn ‘Ajiba, Mi‘raj al-Tashawwuf ili Haqd’iq al-Tasawwuf, ed. ‘Abd al-Majid Khayali,
Casablanca: Markaz al-Turath al-Thaqaft al-Maghribi, p. 26.

3 Ibid., p. 26.

Y Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Bahr al-Madid, 2/520.

> Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Jawahir al-‘Ajiba min Ta’alif Sidi Ahmad ibn ‘Ajiba, comp. & ed. ‘Abd al-Salam
al- Imrani al-Khalidi, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- Tlmiyya, p. 258.

16 Al-Jilani, ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn Miisa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hasani, Abii Muhammad Muhyt al-Din (d.
561 AH), Futih al-Ghayb, ed. "Abd al-‘Alim al-Darwish, Riyadh: Dar al-Hadi & Maktabat Dar
al-Zahra’, p. 25.
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o Al-Hujwiri, Kashf al-Mahjab, study, trans. & annot. Is‘ad ‘Abd al-Hadi Qandil, rev. Badi Jum'a,
Silsilat Mirath al-Tarjama, 2007, 1/30.

'® Ibid., 1/206-207.

% Al-Dihlawi, ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Sayf al-Din ibn Sa‘d Allah al-Bukhari al-Hanafi (b. 958 AH — d.
1052 AH), Lama‘at al-Tanqith fi Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, ed. Taqi al-Din al-Nadwi,
Damascus: Dar al-Nawadir, 1st ed., 1435 AH /2014 CE, 1/609.

% Al-Ghazali, Aba Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tasi (d. 505 AH), Thya’ ‘Uliim al-Din,
Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, 1/100.

21 Al-Dihlawi, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim, known as Shah Wali Allah (d. 1176 AH), Hujjat Allah
al-Baligha, ed. al-Sayyid Sabiq, Beirut: Dar al-J1l, 1sted., 1426 AH /2005 CE, 1/171.

22 Ibn Manzir, Lisan al-‘Arab, 1/176.
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% Tbn al-Athir, Majd al-Din Abi al-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad al-Jazari (d. 606 AH), al-
Nihaya f1 Gharib al-Hadith wa-al-Athar, ed. Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi & Mahmtid Muhammad al-
Tanahi, Beirut: al-Maktaba al-‘Tlmiyya, 1399 AH / 1979 CE, 5/48.

# Al-Jurjani, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Zayn al-Sharif (d. 816 AH), Kitab al-Ta‘rifat, ed. by a
committee of scholars, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 1st ed., 1403 AH /1983 CE, p. 91.

% Al-Qushayri, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin ibn ‘Abd al-Malik (d. 465 AH), al-Risila al-
Qushayriyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmiid & Mahmid ibn al-Sharif, Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1/195.

% Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Bahr al-Madid, 1/375.
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7 Ibid., 3/285.

% Ibn ‘Ajiba, Iqaz al-Himam fi Sharh al-Hikam, ed. & rev. Muhammad Ahmad Hasaballah, Cairo:
Dar al-Maarif, p. 385.

 Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Futiihat al-lahiyya fi Sharh al-Mabahith al-Asliyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman Hasan
Mahmiid, al-Azhar al-Sharif, p. 330.

% Ibn ‘Ajiba, al-Jawahir al-‘Ajiba, p. 260.
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