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Abstract

Khayr al-Din Barbarus(1478-1546) was a Turkish admiral and naval strategist who
played a key role in ottoman expansion and dominance in the Mediterranean during
the 16th century . His original name was khizr and he was later given the name
Barbarossa (red beard) by the Turks because of his flaming red hair and beard. In
1534, Barbarossa was appointed as the grand admiral of the ottoman navy by sultan
Suleiman the magnificent. He went on to lead a massive expedition to conquer the
North African coast, which had fallen in to the hands of European powers. Barbarossa
and his fleet captured Tunis, Algiers and other important cities, establishing ottoman
dominance in the region. Barbarossa was known for his military genius and tactical
Brilliance. He was a master of strategy and was able to outmaneuver his enemies
even who outnumbered. His reputation was such that when he landed on a shore,
many would flee in terror, knowing that they would soon be facing one of the greatest
naval commanders of all time. In conclusion, Barbarossa was a legendary figure who
left an indelible mark on history. He was a fearless warrior, a brilliant strategist, and a
shrewd diplomat. His exploits at sea and his conquests on land made him a
formidable opponent to his enemies, and his name is still remembered today as a
symbol of strength and power.
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Khair uddin’s beard was of a reddish hue, leaning towards chestnut color. Therefore,
Europeans remember him by the name “Barbarossa, “which means “red- bearded”.
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European historians have portrayed Khair uddin barbaros as a cruel marauder in history
books, but in reality, he was not a maritime raider; rather, he was a great Muslim general.
After the fall of Granada, he aided the destitute and oppressed Muslims, rescuing them from
the clutches of Spain by using the sea route. khair uddin's attacks were directed not at Muslim
maritime vessels, but solely and exclusively at Christian naval ships.

5 Ernle Braford. “The Sultan’s Admiral”.( London: Hodder & Stoughton. 1969). P. 78
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(Ernle Bradford. Op.cit.p 14-16)-% 3t Ji* # o115 L cebbe 58001 7 .

Lesbos is a term in the Greek language. It was a wealthy and prosperous region. Particularly,
it was renowned worldwide for its wine and flavorful olives .During the middle Ages, this
island was a fortunate and content area under the dominion of the Byzantine Empire. (Ernle
Bradford. Op.cit.p 14-16)
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(Ermle, Bradford. Op.cit.P. 18) s AT it & i a6 o p s
Turkish historian Ya’qub is described as a Muslim, while Christian historians, especially those
from Spain, consider him to be a compatriot and co-religionist. According to credible
accounts, ya’qub was a part of the Ottoman military administrative system. Sultan Fatih’s
policy involved settling and rehabilitating disarmed soldiers in newly conquered territories,
along with distributing newly acquired lands and properties between them . Thus, following
the capture of Lesbos, Sultan Fatihs appointed ya’qub as the supervisor of the region due to
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