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Abstract 

The Quran is a work of linguistic brilliance and profound spiritual depth, using 

metaphorical language as a central tool to express the most complex theological, moral, 

and spiritual ideas. This paper explores the vital role of metaphors in the Quran; it 

bridges the gap between human understanding and transcendent divine realities. 

Quranic metaphors promote a deeper comprehension of faith, divine attributes, and 

moral responsibilities. These metaphors do more than explain complex theological 

meanings; they evoke emotional as well as intellectual responses to Allah to inspire 

believers toward ethical behavior and spiritual devotion. The study explores the key 

role of Quranic metaphorical language from their linguistic, cognitive, and theological 

dimensions. The role of metaphors, which are mentioned in this article, is simplifying 

abstract spiritual concepts, encouraging reflection and contemplation, connecting 

Divine truths to human experience, illustrating the unseen, moral and ethical lessons, 

and supporting the concept of Tawhid. It focuses on how such figurative expressions 

would enhance the access and influence of divine guidance beyond cultural and 

temporal boundaries. This study aims to prove that metaphorical language can facilitate 

comprehension, reflection, and action in a manner that will improve the believer's 

journey to self-purification and closeness to Allah. 

Keywords: Quran, Metaphorical Language, Quranic Metaphor, Theology, Morality 

Introduction: 
The Quran, as the holy book of Islam, is revered not only for its spiritual guidance but 

also for its linguistic beauty and depth. It is often described in profound and 

metaphorical language to encapsulate its divine essence, guidance, and transformative 

impact. Such metaphors are rooted in Islamic teachings and are meant to convey the 

Quran's beauty, depth, and significance in ways that resonate with human 

understanding. The Quran uses metaphorical language as a very powerful tool of 

communication for complex spiritual and theological ideas. The Quran, being the final 

Word of Allah revealed to religion Muslim, employs a flurry of language and rhetorical 

tools to communicate its powerful spiritual and moral theme. In this regard, emphasis 
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should be made on the fact that metaphorical language is crucial in achieving this 

purpose. Metaphors help to fill in the space between human understanding and 

transcendent realities of Allah, the unseen, and moral responsibilities of life. Abstract 

ideas made accessible and relatable therefore foster deeper reflection and 

comprehension. Quranic metaphors are not decorative; instead, they are very 

thoughtfully selected ways to express abstract spiritual truths, moral precepts, intricate 

theological ideas, all graspable, provoking the mind, and within reach of the human 

mind. A human's limited comprehension and Allah's limitless reality can be reconciled 

through the use of metaphorical language. 

The Quran provides profound insights into the nature of faith, consequences of actions, 

and the reality of the unseen world through common experiences and natural 

phenomena. The Quran encourages its audience to contemplate their existence, the 

universe, and their ultimate purpose through vivid imagery of light and darkness, 

gardens and arid desert, rain and drought. This metaphorical language appeals to both 

intellect and spirit, urging individuals towards a closer relationship with Allah and His 

guidance. While highlighting challenging realities, it encourages believers to seek 

indications of Allah in their surroundings, thus fostering a deeper connection to His 

message and purpose. The metaphors in the Qur'an present abstract concepts in more 

accessible forms for human comprehension. This approach bridges the invisible and 

the visible, the spiritual and the material, by drawing parallels between the known and 

the unknown: the world and Divine realities. This linguistic device prompts readers to 

engage in critical thinking, reflection, and interpretation, resonating with their 

individual experiences and intellectual capacities. 

The Quran's utilization of metaphorical language serves as an effective means of 

conveying profound spiritual truths by elucidating abstract concepts and relating them 

to human experiences. Through vivid imagery and relatable analogies, it transforms 

intangible ideas into accessible and meaningful lessons that inspire contemplation and 

reflection. This literary approach not only facilitates a deeper understanding of moral 

and ethical principles but also motivates individuals to align their lives with these 

teachings. By illustrating the unseen realms and emphasizing the unity and authority of 

the divine, metaphorical expressions create a connection between finite human 

understanding and infinite divine wisdom. This use of language resonates universally, 

transcending temporal and cultural barriers, and fosters a reflective and spiritually 

enriched mindset. 

Importance of the topic: 
Indeed, the use of metaphorical language  in the Quran contributes largely to the 

manifestation of divine guidance. Appropriating human daily experiences and 

phenomena in nature, the Quran concretized intangible and unobserved realities like 

faith, hereafter, and divine mercy as concrete and fathomable realities for humankind. 

This kind of presentation evokes reflection: the believer becomes reflective on his or 

her purpose, the universe, and the omnipotence of Allah. It connects faith to the natural 

world, and the person is therefore compelled to observe the environment, finding signs 

of Allah in the creation. The imagery of light and darkness, gardens and deserts, and 

rain and drought speaks to the intellect as well as to the soul of man and fills one's heart 

with awe, gratitude, and a renewed commitment to actions that are righteous. It, in a 

way, both simplifies complex realities, but also strengthens the emotive and spiritual 

impact of Quran, making believers walk forward toward self-purification and closeness 
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with God. This way, metaphorical language in the Quran can be seen as an eternally 

existing bridge connecting human knowledge and divine wisdom. Metaphorical 

language in the Quran provides an approach for communicating difficult concepts in 

the realms of the spirit, morality, and metaphysics to the human mind. It makes 

comprehension of Quranic messages deeper. 

Deep in-depth faith seems to be induced due to a reason that metaphor portrays before 

a believer that is showing wisdom of Allah in an appropriate way that arouses people 

toward wonder and their love for such things presented in the picture. Sometimes 

metaphors introduce abstract things to the listeners by narrating them vividly; in this 

regard, it develops understanding of these abstract messages that otherwise the person 

cannot understand if metaphorical stories were not made to grasp. This familiarity with 

the message encourages action, as the vivid illustrations of moral and spiritual 

principles motivate individuals to live righteously, aligning their actions with the 

teachings of Islam. Through these powerful figurative expressions, metaphors not only 

enhance comprehension but also inspire a life of devotion and ethical conduct. 

Literature review: 
The work of metaphor in religious texts is not new, and the Quran is no exception in its 

reliance on metaphorical language to express Divine wisdom. Many scholars have 

extensively described metaphor in the Qur'an, exploring its linguistic, theological, and 

cognitive dimensions to understand how it conveys complex divine messages. The 

article “An Ornamentalist View of Metaphor in Arabic Literary Theory” by Khaled M. 

Shuqair1.This article explores the use of metaphor in Arabic literary theory, focusing 

on the perception of that use as an ornamental aspect rather than as a meaningful 

constituent. Its historical development is traced over this period from the ninth to the 

thirteenth century. The article “The Contribution of Metaphor to Islamic Education 

Learning”2by M. Nazar explores the important contribution of metaphors in the Quran 

to understanding and teaching Islamic education. Such awareness and integration of 

metaphorical analysis are required so that educational practices may achieve a better 

comprehension of the Quran's messages. The article “Metaphor in Parable from the 
Noble Quran: A Corpus Based Stylistic Approach”3 " discusses the use of metaphors in 
the Noble Qur'an from a corpus-based stylistic approach to identify four major types 
of metaphors: standard, implied, visual, and extended. These metaphors contribute 
to the important lessons in ethics and spirituality.  

The article "A Cognitive Study of Metaphors in the Glorious Qur’an: From a Linguistic 

to a Conceptual Approach" by Mashael Al Ajmi4 explores conceptual metaphors in the 

Quran, applying Lakoff and Johnson's Conceptual Metaphor Theory towards 

explaining the communication of abstract ideas and meanings using metaphorical 

language and brings out the relationship existing between linguistic interpretation and 

the understanding within the mind, with its contribution to a profound appreciation of 

the rhetorical depth involved.  

The article "The Functions and Linguistic Analysis of Metaphor in the Holy Quran" by 

Ali Al-Ali5 the role of metaphor in the Quran: a communication perspective that 

emphasizes metaphor's importance in religious discourse and understanding, using  the 

Cognitive Theory of Metaphor to interpret the way metaphors give shape and definition 

to meaning and carry divine messages within the text. However, there is a need to 

demonstrate the role of metaphorical language in Quran. This article will show that 
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metaphors in the Quran are powerful tools for deepening understanding and enhancing 

the spiritual impact of the text across diverse cultural and educational contexts. It will 

highlight the significant role of metaphors in conveying Divine messages, fostering 

comprehension, and inspiring reflection and action. 

Objectives  

 To explore how these metaphors resound both intellectually and emotionally 

with readers in order to internalize spiritual concepts and ethical values. 

 To investigate how metaphors raise dilemmas on the moral and provide 

divinity wisdom through figurative language.  

 To analyze how the metaphorical language of the Quran helps believers 

develop an emotional and intellectual relationship with Allah, thereby 

improving their understanding of Divine guidance and their purpose in life. 

 It seeks to explore how metaphorical language in the Quran can help believers 

understand abstract spiritual concepts and divine realities through accessible, 

relatable terms. 

Simplifying Abstract Spiritual Concepts: 
Metaphors are powerful instruments that allow the transition from abstract truths of the 

Divine to understanding humans. Divine realities largely transcend human 

understanding because they are out of the realm of sensory experience and the reach of 

empirical reasoning. Metaphors simplify profound concepts by linking them with 

something familiar, something concrete from the physical world. One can say, for 

instance, that divine mercy is as vast as the ocean or as the mother who cares for her 

children. Such imagery makes intangible truths accessible, and people can understand 

them both emotionally and intellectually through relatable experiences. Metaphors 

make the scared text more accessible by creating a shared language of understanding, 

which fosters a deeper spiritual connection.6 In Surat An-Nur it is stated as:  

رْضِ  
ٰ ْ
مٰوٰتِ وٰ الْ وْرُ السَّ

ُ
ُ ن

ه ٰ
وةٍ فِ -اَللّ

ٰ
ك
ْ
مِش

ٰ
وْرِهٖ ك

ُ
لُ ن

ٰ
  هٰایْ مٰث

صْبٰاحُ فِ -مِصْبٰاح   ِ
ْ
لْ
ٰ
  یْ ا

 
 -زُجٰاجٰةٍ

ُ
جٰاجٰة لزُّ

ٰ
ا

ب  دُر ِ 
ٰ
وْك

ٰ
هٰا ك نَّ

ٰ
ا
ٰ
دُ یُّ  ی  ك

ٰ
ةٍ زٰ  وْق

ٰ
بٰرٰك جٰرٰةٍ مُّ

ٰ
ةٍ یْ مِنْ ش

ٰ
رْ  تُوْن

ٰ
 ش

َّ
رْبِ  ةٍ یَّ قِ لْ

ٰ
 غ

ٰ
 یَّ وَّ لْ

 
ادُ یَّ -ةٍ

ٰ
وْ وٰ  ءُ یْ  ض ِ یُ  تُهٰایْ زٰ  ك

ٰ
 ل

 
ار  
ٰ
مْسٰسْهُ ن

ٰ
مْ ت

ٰ
وْرٍ  -ل

ُ
ى ن

ٰ
وْر  عٰل

ُ
ُ لِنُوْرِهٖ مٰنْ  یهْدِ یٰ ن

ه
 یَّ اَللّ

 
آءُ

ٰ
اسِ   ضْرِبُ یٰ  وٰ -ش الٰ لِلنَّ

ٰ
مْث
ٰ ْ
ُ الْ

ه
ُ -اَللّ

ه
وٰ اَللّ

 
ٰ

ِ ش 
ل 
ُ
 7 ۔م  یْ عٰلِ  ءٍ یْ بِك

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. His light is like a niche 

in which there is a lamp, the lamp is in a crystal, the crystal is like a 

shining star, lit from the oil of a blessed olive tree, located neither to 

the east nor the west, whose oil would almost glow, even without being 

touched by fire. Light upon light! Allah guides whoever He wills to 

His light. And Allah sets forth parables for humanity. For Allah has 

perfect knowledge of all things.” 

The metaphor in the verse of Surat Nisa depicts Allah's guidance as pure, enlightening, 

and essential, just like light. It helps to make the concept of Divine guidance simple so 

that it is both understandable and relatable while retaining the profound meaning. In it, 

there is a beautiful metaphor describing Allah's guidance and wisdom. Allah is 

portrayed as the source of ultimate light and guidance in the universe. The imagery of 

a lamp within a niche, surrounded by a crystal that shines like a star, symbolizes the 

clarity and purity of divine guidance. The oil from a blessed olive tree, which is neither 

from the east nor the west, suggests a universal and timeless source of enlightenment. 
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This "light upon light" signifies layers of guidance and wisdom that Allah bestows 

upon those He chooses. The verse says that Allah's guidance is deep and all-

encompassing, and He uses parables to make people understand His infinite knowledge 

and wisdom. 

In addition, metaphors elicit wonder and reflection on the part of believers and 

challenge them to explore layers of meaning in divine truths. They serve as a cognitive 

bridge, turning abstract ideas such as eternity, omnipresence, or divine justice into 

scenarios that are understandable. For example, metaphors that illustrate life as a 

journey enable people to understand why they exist and the problems they will face. 

Making metaphors relevant by aligning spiritual teachings with everyday experiences 

motivates believers to internalize and act upon divine guidance. This reduction in 

complexity does not weaken the depth of divine truths but makes them presentable in 

a form that resonates with human cognition and emotion, inspiring both understanding 

and awe. 8 

Encouraging Reflection and Contemplation: 
Metaphors have the unique ability to make one reflect deeply, forcing readers to 

explore the layers of meaning they contain. Unlike direct statements, metaphors engage 

the mind by presenting ideas in a nuanced and often symbolic form, requiring 

interpretation. This intellectual engagement stimulates curiosity, encouraging readers 

to analyze the connection between the metaphorical imagery and the intended message. 

For example, when divine attributes or spiritual principles are conveyed through 

metaphors, the reader is drawn into a process of contemplation in order to discover the 

deeper truths that lie behind the imagery. This process transforms passive reading into 

an active pursuit of understanding, making the engagement with the text more 

meaningful and personal.9 

In Surat Younas the Qur’an states:  

لُ 
ٰ
مٰا مٰث حٰ اِنَّ

ْ
  وةِ یٰ ال

ْ
ن   ایٰ الدُّ

ٰ
ط

ٰ
تٰل

ْ
اخ

ٰ
مٰآءِ ف نٰهُ مِنٰ السَّ

ْ
زٰل
ْ
ن
ٰ
مٰآءٍ ا

ٰ
ا  ك رْضِ مِمَّ

ٰ ْ
بٰاتُ الْ

ٰ
لُ یٰ بِهٖ ن

ُ
ك
ْ
اسُ وٰ  ا النَّ

عٰامُ 
ْ
ن
ٰ ْ
 10۔الْ

“The life of this world is just like rain We send down from the sky, 

producing a mixture of plants which humans and animals consume.” 

In this verse metaphors make the readers think of their meaning, encouraging 

intellectual and spiritual engagement. This verse uses the metaphor of rain to describe 

the fleeting nature of worldly life. Just like rain falls from the sky and causes plants to 

grow, providing food for both humans and animals, the life of this world is short-lived 

and passing. This rain gives life and nourishes the Earth, but later, the plants wither and 

die. Similarly, worldly life's pleasures and pursuits are temporary and will ultimately 

fade away. The verse is a reminder to the soul to focus on eternal life in the hereafter 

instead of becoming too much attached to the temporary attractions of this world. This 

metaphor teaches the transience of worldly life and the eternal importance of the 

Hereafter, inviting the readers to review the impermanence of life and the enduring 

worth of spiritual pursuits. 

It extends way beyond intellectual stimulation as they connect the reader with his ideas 

emotionally and spiritually. What metaphors do, thus, is to provide some abstract 

concepts in words understandable by readers so that a person can see his reflection and 

experience in what they are saying. The resultant interaction with the message can be 
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more profound, the metaphor being a mirror into insights about one's inner self and 

relationship with the Divine. Moreover, metaphors are evocative in nature and thus 

touch the heart, making their lessons memorable and transformative. In this way, 

metaphors inspire not only intellectual analysis but also a deeper, more holistic 

engagement with spiritual truths.11 

Moral and Ethical Lessons: 
Metaphors therefore bring vivid consequences of human action by presenting abstract 

moral principles in realistic and concrete situations. This makes more immediate and 

emotional the possible consequences of a choice of behavior.12  The metaphor whereby 

good deeds sown seeds in fertile ground creates for the mind a vivid view of growth, 

flourishing and finally, reaping from what was sown. On the other hand, bad deeds can 

be compared to a withered tree or a dilapidated building, which signify ruin and loss. 

Such imagery does not only tell of the moral outcome but also gives an impression of 

responsibility because people can easily imagine the far-reaching effects of their 

actions in these familiar depictions. 

In Surat Al-Ankabut 

ذِ 
َّ
لُ ال

ٰ
وْلِ  نٰ یْ مٰث

ٰ
ِ ا

ه
وْا مِنْ دُوْنِ اَللّ

ُ
ذ
ٰ
خ عٰنْ  آءٰ یٰ اتَّ

ْ
لِ ال

ٰ
مٰث

ٰ
بُوْتِ ك

ٰ
تْ -ك

ٰ
ذ
ٰ
خ بُ -تًایْ بٰ اِتَّ

ْ
وْهٰنٰ ال

ٰ
 وْتِ یُ وٰ اِنَّ ا

بٰ 
ٰ
بُوْتِ   تُ یْ ل

ٰ
عٰنْك

ْ
وْا -ال

ُ
ان
ٰ
وْ ك

ٰ
مُوْنٰ یٰ ل

ٰ
 13۔عْل

“The parable of those who take protectors other than Allah is that of a 

spider spinning a shelter. And the flimsiest of all shelters is certainly 

that of a spider, if only they knew” 

This verse employs the metaphor of a spider's web to show how frail it is to rely on 

protectors other than Allah. As fragile as the spider's web is, easily broken, so are the 

supports and alliances people form when they turn away from Allah. Such worldly 

protectors and false gods can never provide real security or strength. The verse 

highlights that no one but Allah can provide protection and support, and the reliance 

on anything else is as vain as seeking shelter in a spider's fragile web. It reminds 

people that trust and reliance should be only in Allah. This metaphor illustrates the 

futility of reliance on anything but Allah, emphasizing the weakness and instability of 

trusting in false sources of protection. 

When people understand the metaphorical implications of their choices, they are more 

likely to internalize these moral values and broaden the implications of their actions. 

For example, a metaphor that likens life to a road with many splits emphasizes decision-

making and the consequence of one's choice, reminding one to think seriously about 

the way. Through the play of the imagination and the conscience, metaphors not only 

teach people ethics but also inspire people to be like that and, therefore, encourage a 

feeling of responsibility towards oneself and others.14 

Connecting Divine Truths to Human Experience: 
Metaphors use universal aspects of human life to connect the divine message to the 

person's reality. It makes the usually abstract ideas of spirituality make sense because 

it bases an image upon a shared occurrence in human life, whether the occurrence was 

related to a relationship, nature, or a task of everyday life. For example, comparing a 

divine leading to a source of illumination is familiar enough, so all people relate their 

understanding from the analogy with a given moment when clarification or light has 

lifted an obligation, hence their familiarity. In that respect, relating the analogue to 
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experiences they've had throughout their life would enhance an intimate link with 

spiritual's message due to a close relationship as if experienced by them also.15 

In Surah As-Saff, 

 
 
 یٰ
ٰ
ذِ  هٰایُّ ا

َّ
نْجِ  نٰ یْ ال

ُ
ى تِجٰارٰةٍ ت

ٰ
مْ عٰل

ُ
ك
ُّ
دُل

ٰ
مٰنُوْا هٰلْ ا

ٰ
مْ یْ ا

ُ
نْ عٰ  ك ِ

لِ م 
ٰ
ابٍ ا

ٰ
 16۔ مٍ یْ ذ

“O believers! Shall I guide you to an exchange that will save you from 

a painful punishment?” 

This verse addresses the believers, offering them guidance toward a "trade" or 

"exchange" that will save them from severe punishment. It is an invitation from Allah 

to engage in actions and commitments that lead to salvation and eternal success. The 

"trade" here symbolizes the spiritual and moral investments one makes by following 

Allah's guidance, such as faith, good deeds, and devotion. It is by valuing these over 

earthly rewards that believers are assured protection from the agonizing punishment of 

the hereafter. The verse provokes contemplation on what matters and exhorts believers 

to invest in their faith for final salvation. The metaphor used in this verse relates belief 

and good deeds to a profitable business, appealing to human comprehension of gain 

and loss. It emphasizes the spiritual value of faith and good deeds by likening it to a 

wise and rewarding investment. 

The use of universal experiences in metaphors can enhance the emotional resonance of 

divine messages. Metaphors are evocative because they recall familiar emotions-for 

instance, security in shelter, being nurtured by a parent, or cleansing with water-to 

make deeper spiritual points stand out. These emotional involvements help make the 

message more memorable and impactful while letting people absorb divine teachings 

in depth.17 This personal contact makes comprehension easier while providing an ever 

deeper spiritual communion with metaphors transforming vague and seemingly 

abstract ideas into applicable life-reflective understandings that inspire an intimate 

closeness to the divine. 

Illustrating the Unseen: 
The Quran uses metaphors to give a glimpse of the unseen realities of the Hereafter, 

the nature of the soul, and the divine attributes of Allah. The unseen aspects go beyond 

human perception and comprehension, and thus direct explanations alone are not 

sufficient to explain them in depth. Metaphors fill the gap by translating abstract 

concepts into images that resonate with human experience. For example, the 

descriptions of the Hereafter often use metaphors of lush gardens, flowing rivers, or 

searing flames to depict reward and punishment. These vivid images evoke sensory and 

emotional responses, enabling readers to grasp the significance of their actions in 

shaping their eternal outcomes.18 In Surah Muhammad it is stated:  

تِ 
َّ
ةِ ال جٰنَّ

ْ
لُ ال

ٰ
  یْ مٰث

 
قُوْنٰ تَّ

ُ ْ
 یْ فِ -وُعِدٰ الْ

 
  هٰا

ٰ
آءٍ غ نْ مَّ ِ

نْهٰر  م 
ٰ
سِنٍ   رِ یْ ا

ٰ
مْ -ا

َّ
بٰنٍ ل

َّ
نْ ل ِ

نْهٰر  م 
ٰ
 یٰ وٰ ا

ٰ
  رْ یَّ تٰغ

عْمُه  
ٰ
وٰ -ط

رِبِ 
ه
لش ِ

 
ةٍ ل

َّ
ذ
َّ
مْرٍ ل

ٰ
نْ خ ِ

نْهٰر  م 
ٰ
ى   يح نٰ یْ ا صٰفًّ نْ عٰسٰلٍ مُّ ِ

نْهٰر  م 
ٰ
هُمْ فِ -وٰ ا

ٰ
  مِنْ  هٰایْ وٰ ل

 
فِرٰة

ْ
مٰرٰتِ وٰ مٰغ

َّ
ِ الث

ل 
ُ
ك

 
 
هِمْ ِ

ب  نْ رَّ ِ
الِد  فِ -م 

ٰ
مٰنْ هُوٰ خ

ٰ
ارِ وٰ سُقُوْا مٰآءً حٰمِ  یك مْعٰآءٰهُمْ  مًایْ النَّ

ٰ
عٰ ا

َّ
قٰط

ٰ
 19۔ف

“The description of the Paradise promised to the righteous is that in it 

are rivers of fresh water, rivers of milk that never changes in taste, 

rivers of wine delicious to drink, and rivers of pure honey. There they 

will ˹ also˺ have all kinds of fruit, and forgiveness from their Lord. ˹ Can 
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they be˺ like those who will stay in the Fire forever, left to drink boiling 

water that will tear apart their insides?” 

This verse paints a vivid picture of the paradise promised to the righteous, highlighting 

its abundant and eternal blessings. In this paradise, there are rivers of fresh, unspoiled 

water, milk that never changes in taste, delightful wine, and pure honey. These 

symbolize the pure and everlasting pleasures awaiting the faithful. Additionally, the 

inhabitants of Paradise will enjoy a variety of fruits and, most importantly, the 

forgiveness of their Lord. The verse contrasts this blissful existence with the fate of 

those in Hell, who will endure eternal suffering and drink boiling water that causes 

immense pain. This stark comparison emphasizes the rewards of righteousness and the 

severe consequences of disbelief, urging believers to strive for the eternal joys of 

Paradise. These metaphors help believers envision the reward for their faith and 

devotion in terms of eternal serenity and abundance. 

 Metaphors are used in describing the soul and the qualities of Allah, 

which are profound and incomprehensible. The soul, an unseen aspect of human 

existence, can be metaphorically said to be formed, purified, or constrained to 

reflect the moral and spiritual states of the soul. In describing God's attributes, 

metaphors usually highlight qualities such as mercy, power, or wisdom through 

relatable images such as a canopy of shade symbolizing protection or the vastness of 

creation to signifying omnipotence. These metaphors not only help but inspire awe and 

reverence, bring people closer to the divine with a combination of reflection that is 

intellectual and emotional in its resonance.20 

Supporting the Concept of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah): 
Metaphors in the Qur'an powerfully underscore the futility of idolatry and affirm the 

ultimate sovereignty of Allah by contrasting the limitations of created beings with the 

boundless power of the Creator. Idols are often depicted metaphorically as lifeless 

objects, powerless to see, hear, or respond, emphasizing their inability to provide 

guidance, aid, or protection. Such metaphors compel the reading to think of the very 

absurdity of leaning against something that is devoid of power and might, revealing the 

great chasm which exists between false gods and Allah, who is fully powerful and 

knowledgeable. Vivid images shatter idols and urge the believer's heart to be turned 

again to the one true God. In Surah Ar-Ra'd 

  ِ
حٰق 

ْ
 ال

ُ
ه  دٰعْوٰة

ٰ
ذِ -ل

َّ
 مِنْ دُوْنِهٖ  دْعُوْنٰ یٰ  نٰ یْ وٰ ال

ٰ
هُ  بُوْنٰ یْ سْتٰجِ یٰ لْ

ٰ
 ل

ٰ
فَّ  ءٍ یْ مْ بِش 

ٰ
بٰاسِطِ ك

ٰ
 ك

َّ
آءِ  هِ یْ اِلْ

ٰ ْ
ى الْ

ٰ
 اِل

غٰ یٰ لِ 
ُ
اهُ وٰ مٰا هُوٰ بِبٰالِغِهٖ   بْل

ٰ
فِرِ -ف

ٰ
ك
ْ
 فِ  نٰ یْ وٰ مٰا دُعٰآءُ ال

َّ
  یْ اِلْ

ٰ
 21۔لٍ ضٰل

“Calling upon Him alone is the truth. But those idols the pagans invoke 

besides Him can never respond to them in any way. It is just like 

someone who stretches out their hands to water, asking it to reach their 

mouths, but it can never do so. The calls of the disbelievers are only in 

vain” 

This verse highlights the absurdity of calling on anyone but Allah. It indicates that 

every effective and true prayer is going to be directed to Allah alone because He is the 

only one in a position to respond and take care of needs. The text uses the metaphor of 

one who stretches out his hands to water, expecting it to reach to his mouth, for an 

example of how futile it is to pray to idols or false gods. Similar to how the water will 

not reach one's mouth without much effort, praying to anyone except Allah cannot 

benefit anyone. The verse stresses the importance of true devotion to Allah because the 



Ulū m al-Sunnah             Volume 03 No. 01 (January-June 2025) 
 

 
9 

calls of those who disbelieve and turn to other entities are ultimately misguided and 

ineffective. This metaphor underlines the absurdity of seeking help from powerless 

entities besides Allah, illustrating the futility of idol worship and the helplessness of 

false gods. 

These metaphors have long been highly effective tools for persuading non-believers to 

think about and accept the uniqueness and singularity of God, as well as for bolstering 

the faith of believers. The Quran uses metaphorical language to describe God's 

importance and supremacy, eloquently attributing to Him the activity of acts and 

orchestration of this creation. In addition to expanding our understanding of Tawhid, 

this stylistic approach highlights its crucial position as the cornerstone of Islamic 

thought and behavior. The Quran expresses and validates the central Islamic belief that 

God is one in all facets of existence through its extensive use of metaphor.22 

Conclusion: 
Metaphorical language is such a deep, rich language, which would be understandable, 

and their depth, meaning, and impact become vivid. Such metaphors work as both 

cognitive and emotive bridges to bridge human thinking and the words of Allah, 

guiding humans toward closeness with Allah and better perception of their missions in 

this world. Simplifying complex ideas without diminishing depth, metaphors are 

abstractions translated into images relatable for humans. It engages both the intellect 

and the heart, inspiring reflection, awe, and a deeper spiritual connection. 

Through vivid and relatable imagery, metaphors explain divine truths, depict unseen 

realities, and emphasize moral and ethical lessons. They give believers a tangible 

understanding of the transience of life, the permanence of the Hereafter, and the futility 

of relying on false sources of protection. The use of metaphors in the Qur'an also 

supports the central Islamic concept of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) by contrasting the 

omnipotence of the Creator with the impotence of creation. Besides, metaphors are not 

only instructive but also encourage reflection and discovery of self, making individuals 

take the spiritual lessons personally and act on them. This multi-layered depth makes 

reading a very active, rather than passive, activity, creating a personal, intimate 

relationship between the believer and the divine message. 

Thus, in principle, Quranic metaphors are of more eternal import than simply any form 

of linguistic beauty-though for this reason and several others as well, a reader continues 

to find within its words what will remain even forever, ever new and refreshing, strong, 

and indeed alive even to this very moment, no matter how ancient these words appeared 

to be or even must remain. 
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