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Abstract

Science and scientism are two different ideas. Science is the name for the search to
discover new things and to reveal the secrets of the universe by reflection in the
universe according to organized rules. On the other hand scientism is to organize every
being, ideas and ideologies present in the universe according to the scientific rules.
Scientism wants science to interfere in the fields which are not historically the sphere
of science. For example, beliefs, concerning the existence of God, Eden, Hell, Angels
and ghosts etc. That's why scientism is the major reason behind irreligiosity and
infidelity which is increasingly engulfing the societies. In western countries people in
fact fall prey to scientism and become irreligious, liberal or agnostic. Because science
makes the idea concrete in people’'s minds that only observable exists. Moreover what
can't be observed has no existence at all. Since God can't be observed so He doesn't
exist. In this way people refute God's existence by falling prey to scientism. And since
everything in this temporal existence is for the sake of man only, so man is sovereign.
So every consideration will be for the sake of this sovereign man. Man will be the
measure of everything. Man's interest lies in his emancipation from everything since
man is the supreme reality of this world. Mufti Yasir Nadeem Alwajdi has tried to
refute this kind of thought in his still unpublished book “Tahafa Tul Malahida”.
Therefore this article has taken stock of history of scientism, difference between
science and scientism through their definitions, symptoms of scientism, arguments in
favour of scientism and counter arguments given by Mufti Yasir Nadeem Alwajdi in
his book “Tahafa tul Malahida”.In this article I have also taken care of verifying all
references and provided comprehensive references.

Keywords: Science, Scientism, Atheism, Agnosticism, Arguments, God

Nyt
S lsmretZe oIl fed T2 U 3P s A St LIS e W1 77
G707 S 8 et o LU UL Lyt i 8L
e It oz 63 LGS I saebl i 525 £ 2onlEb 7 s 2
S & Ly §olin g p Ut £l mi_gpedt g6 o s L

* Email of corresponding author: ahmadraza.aal6@gmail.com

101


https://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/uas/index

[’f’,lu;lgf.'/lf,:ﬁb/l’ﬂfl

1 eIV e S04 66Ul GULF 62 e by $ & L 6L bl
Ea LG U L/’/Ju’//gul@ru”-ka e3P e S SISOV L ST e f
mu*/wn'f;mfﬁ'/v uﬁﬁﬂw_LLJJ"&’;CJ/uﬁ‘"wM&l{?"gCQé”/f@lLd@)f
T L pF el S pF L AL A L S G n Lo s Lty f S ert
Sz LS 0L s T L e SPSS s A F it L e 1920
WG F LS

Gl

—c oS e U BN $r Pt B K f sl b S L S 5
e

TS S N P 3 HE NI P VNS Y W Y- o PV AT
)Jlgww::élu:/,;‘%lj,u:tzuu;yg/,rfdzcggz ‘Q/fu'ﬁwnﬁ’vgdtugu")l/'_y/
SU e L Ui meg b A L S el e e u’g,wa_g/Jf
Lﬁﬁlé.ugu’)lj-%fﬁtggfd”bﬂﬁw@Ji:n&/’/u"'/w;hn(j:"‘;ﬁéu‘éﬂg
.:,g,LnZ./dumé";L»wpT(“,"qTJuT/"J,!"ﬁ/%.;C’/"JJf/LéLL/J/G/,gn/“l
(ﬁgf(a:’gwﬁ/@’é_mrtérhfﬂl“adwH‘KJ/VJ;!:9&WU5£Jf§u*/VIJa@
O_ gL SIS TS

(P ¢/ 7 Technocracy

ZGIE uﬁgﬁyﬁrij"fg_wgﬁtfﬁ,}j §Technocratic Utopiaé_ugu')t}
18 L1 e S 826 U I o s iy s A P s floreuy 2 s
y@;}’//rwj/;lb}wéuJU!ﬂf9d/n@}o?£+/7£ Technocratic Utopiae s 21
STLBLGIE e tndl ) i pallsakr Tk d 5E50E 51 L0
Lu’)'/' u?,,% Technocratic Utopia- <t s Technocracygﬁ/}’?c;!:Lgl,/kgy@)}(
/5% "TheScience Delusion" (/5 Rupert Sheldrake<Z /¥ U 162405 U~ 1y

e e .."‘L
"In New Atlantis (1624), Bacon described a techno cratic Utopia in which a
scientific priesthood made decisions for the good of the state as a whole. The
Fellows of this scientific ‘Order or Society' wore long robes and were treated
with a respect that their power and dignity required. The head of the order
travelled in a rich chariot, under a radiant golden image of the sun. As he rode
in procession, 'he held up his bare hand, as he went, as blessing the people".(z)
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"In France, Louis Pasteur (1822-95) was an influential proponent of science as
a truth finding religion, with laboratories like temples through which mankind
would be elevated to its highest potential: Take interest, | beseech you, in those
sacred institutions which we designate under the expressive name of
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laboratories. Demand that they be multiplied and adorned; they are the temples
of wealth and of the future. There it is that humanity grows, becomes stronger

and better".()
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"By the 1950s, when institutional science had reached an unprecedented level
of power and prestige, the historian of science George Sarton approvingly
described the situation in a way that sounds like the Roman Catholic Church
before the Reformation: Truth can be determined only by the judgement of
experts ... Everything is decided by very small groups of men, in fact, by single
experts whose results are carefully checked, however, by a few others. The
people have nothing to say but simply to accept the decisions handed out to
them. Scientific activities are controlled by universities, academies and
scientific societies, but such control is as far removed from popular control as

it possibly could be".®
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"That man is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end they were
achieving; that his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and beliefs,
are but the outcome of accidental collisions of atoms; that no fire, no heroism,
no intensity of thought and feeling, can preserve an individual life beyond the
grave; that all the labors of the ages, all the devotion, all the inspiration, all the
noonday brightness of human genius, are destined to extinction in the vast
death of the solar system; and that the whole temple of Man's achievement
must inevitably be buried beneath the debris of a universe in ruins - all these
things, if not quite beyond dispute, are yet so nearly certain, that no philosophy
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which rejects them can hope to stand."%
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"Modern science directly implies that the world is organized strictly in
accordance with mechanistic principles. There are no purposive principles
whatsoever in nature. There are no gods and no designing forces that are
rationally detectable.... 14 Modern sciences directly imply that there are no
inherent moral or ethical laws, no absolute guiding principles for human
society.... Human beings are marvelously complex machines.... when we die,
we die and that is the end of us.... Free will as it is traditionally conceived the
freedom to make unpredictable choices among alternative possible courses of

action simply does not exist.... There is no ultimate meaning for humans". (%)
(12)
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ie b e bW 357 ¥Richard Dawkinsy (81
"We no longer have to resort to superstition when faced with the deep
problems: Is there a meaning to life? What are we for? What is man? After
posing the last of these questions, the eminent zoologist G.G. Simpson put it
thus: 'The point | want to make now is that all attempts to answer that question
before 1859 are worthless and that we will be better off if we ignore them

completely".(3)
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"Science is the systematic and organized inquiry into the natural world and its
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phenomena. Science is about gaining a deeper and often useful understanding
of the world."(®
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"The organized body of knowledge that is derived from such observations and

that can be verified or tested by further investigation".(t")
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"Scientific evidence is evidence that serves to either support or counter a
scientific theory or hypothesis .Such evidence is expected to be empirical

evidence and interpretable in accordance with the scientific method."(®)
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"Scientific method generally involves the following steps:
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1. Making an observation that requires an explanation. We may
wonder if the observation represents a general pattern or is a “fluke”
occurrence. For example, on a trip to the mountains, you notice that it gets
colder as you go up in elevation. Is that just a result of conditions on the day
you were there, or just the conditions at the location where you were, oris it a
relationship that generally occurs everywhere?

2. Restating the observation as a hypothesis. Here is an example:
As we go higher in elevation, the temperature gets cooler (or, as a question,
Does it get cooler as we go up in elevation?). The answer may seem obvious,
yet it is generally but not always true, depending on environmental conditions
that will be discussed in later chapters. Many scientists recommend a strategy
called multiple working hypotheses, which means that we consider and test
many possible hypotheses to discover which one best answers the questions
while eliminating other possibilities.

3. Determining a technique for testing the hypothesis and

collecting necessary data. The next step is finding a technique for
evaluating data (numerical information) and or facts that concern that
hypothesis. In our example, we would gather temperature and elevation data
(taken at about the same time for all data points) for the area we are studying.

4. Applying the technique or strategy to test the validity of the

hypothesis. Here we discover if the hypothesis is supported by adequate
evidence, collected under similar conditions to minimize bias. The technique
will recommend either acceptance or rejection of the hypothesis. If the
hypothesis is rejected, we can test an alternate hypothesis or modify our
existing one and try again, until all of the conceivable hypotheses are rejected
or we discover one that is supported by the data. If the test supports the
hypothesis, we have confirmed our observation, at least for the location and
environmental conditions in which our data and information were gathered.
After similar tests are conducted and the hypothesis is supported in many
places and under other conditions, then the hypothesis may become a theory.
Theories are well-tested concepts or relationships that, given specified
circumstances, can be used to explain and predict outcomes. The processes of
asking questions, seeking answers, and finding solutions through the scientific
method have contributed greatly to human existence, our technologies, and our
quality of life. Obviously, there are many more questions to be answered and
problems yet to be solved. In fact, new findings typically yield new questions.
Human curiosity, along with an intrinsic need for knowledge through
observation and experience, has formed the basis for scientific method, an
objective, structured approach that leads us toward the primary goal of physical

geography—understanding how our world works".()
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"Scientism is a totalizing attitude that regards science as the ultimate standard
and arbiter of all interesting questions; or alternatively that seeks to expand the
very definition and scope of science to encompass all aspects of human

knowledge and understanding".??)
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1- “Using the words "science," "scientific," “scientifically," "scientist,” etc.,

honorifically, as generic terms of epistemic praise.”(24)
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"Adopting the manners, the trappings, the technical terminology, etc., of the
sciences, irrespective of their real usefulness. Example: a paper published in
2005 in American Psychologist by Barbara Fredrickson and Marcial Losada.
They claimed "scientific" data in hand - that 28 the ratio of positive to negative

emotions necessary for human flourishing is exactly 2.9013 to."(25)
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"A preoccupation with demarcation, i.e., With drawing a sharp line between
genuine science, the real thing, and "Pseudo-Scientific” imposters. Ex.

Criterion of Falsifiability" (")
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“A Preoccupation with Identifying the “Scientific Method”. (29)
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"Looking to the sciences for answers to questions beyond their scope".(3l)
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"Denying or denigrating the legitimacy or the worth of other kinds of inquiry
besides the scientific, or the value of human activities other than inquiry, such

as poetry or art."(%)
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1"-Science is highly successful. Science has discovered many truths.According
to Alex Rosenberg ‘the phenomenal accuracy of its prediction, and the
breathtaking extent and detail of its explanations are powerful reasons to

believe that physics is the whole truth about reality"-(%)
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The fact, if it is a fact, that beliefs based on scientific research are usually true and
rational, does as such not count against the truth or rationality of beliefs from other
sources, such as common-sense morality or religious experience.
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"The applications of science are everywhere.A second reason for embracing

scientism is its great powers of application. Science has deeply affected our
lives by radically changing transportation, medicine, agriculture, and virtually

any other area of our lives". ¢7)
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The fact that science has a wide range of implications does not mean that it has no limits
or that only science provides knowledge.
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“Many scientific results are counter-intuitive, such as curved space-time or the

bilocation of electrons.”®%
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This claim about counter-intuitiveness is true for macro and micro levels that differ
significantly from the daily life level. Electrons can have multiple locations at the same
time, yes, and space can be curved. Note, though, that these are not the levels with
which common sense is concerned. All that follows from scientific discoveries that are
counter-intuitive is that we should be careful not to make intuitive judgments on levels
that are really different from the levels involved in our daily lives.
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Scientism is self- refuting. Scientism itself is not supported by science.
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Science itself is based on common sense. In other words, if you reject common sense,
you'll have to reject science as well.
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'Science cannot stand alone. We cannot believe it's propositions without first
believing in a great many other things, such as the existence of the external

world, the reliability of our senses, memory and informants, and the validity of
logic. If we do believe in these things, we already have a world far wider than
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All of these are constitutive of science, but not themselves based on science.
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