Uliim al-Sunnah Vol. 03 No. 02 (July-December 2025)

it ISSN: 2959-2224 (Online) and 2959-2216 (Print)

‘M\ P * Open Access: https://journals.iub.edu.pk/index.php/uas/index
- Publisher by: Department of Hadith, The Islamia University

of Bahawalpur, Pakistan.

5 \ ¢ >
v RPRIY
A -v.‘;{.’_.';f,r,- ANt

BSPENE K2
Methodology of Deriving Rulings from Hadith & the Perspective of the
Shafi'i School of Jurisprudence

Dr. Muhammad Abdullah Umar*
Mudarris Dars-e-Nizami, Jamia Khair-ul-Madaris, Multan.
Email: gmabdullah5@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Saeed Ur Rehman
Chairman Department of Islamic Studies, University of Southern Punjab, Multan.

Abstract:

This study examines the methodology of deriving legal rulings from hadith and the
distinctive approach of the Shafi‘i school of jurisprudence in this regard. The process
of istidlal (deduction) from hadith has always involved a careful balance between
textual interpretation and contextual understanding. From the earliest generations of
Muslims, including the Companions, scholars differed in their methods of inference
due to variations in comprehension, linguistic analysis, and recognition of underlying
causes (‘ilal) within the prophetic traditions. These differences gradually developed
into diverse jurisprudential methodologies among later scholars, particularly within
the four established Sunni schools of thought. The present article focuses on the
principles and ustl adopted by Imam al-Shafi‘T and his followers in deriving rulings
from hadith, highlighting their emphasis on authenticity, textual precision, and
consistency with the Qur’an and Sunnah. The study aims to clarify how the Shafi‘i
methodology contributes to a balanced and systematic framework for legal reasoning
in Islamic jurisprudence.
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