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Abstract

The Prophetic Hadith constitutes the second fundamental source of Islamic law, providing
elaboration, interpretation, and practical application of the Qur’an. The correct and
comprehensive understanding of Islamic beliefs, acts of worship, ethics, and socio-legal
principles is impossible without the Sunnah of the Prophet #. The Qur’an repeatedly
commands obedience, adherence, and emulation of the Prophet ¥, thereby emphasizing the
necessity and significance of Hadith and Sunnah. Consequently, Muslim scholars, from the
earliest period, developed rigorous principles for the collection, authentication, transmission,
and critical analysis of Hadith in order to preserve the sayings, actions, and approvals of the
Prophet # in an authentic and reliable manner. Thus, Hadith not only explains and clarifies the
Qur’an but also forms the foundation of Islamic civilization, law, and spiritual refinement. The
first century Hijri represents the foundational phase of Islamic scholarship and the
consolidation of the Prophetic tradition, wherein female Hadith scholars (Muhaddithat) played
a significant role in the preservation, transmission, and teaching of Hadith. This study aims to
provide an overview and analytical examination of the scholarly contributions of eminent
female Hadith scholars during this early period. It includes the academic and scholarly roles of
renowned personalities such as Umm al-Mu’minin Aisha bint Abi Bakr, Umm Salamabh,
Asma bint Yazid, and other distinguished women, particularly in terms of narration,
comprehension of Hadith, juristic insight, and participation in the evaluation of narrators (al-
Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil). Furthermore, the research explores the socio-religious circumstances that
enabled women’s active involvement in Hadith sciences, as well as the transmission methods
they employed, such as sama‘, qira’ah, and ijazah. The findings demonstrate that female
scholars were not only credible transmitters of Hadith, but also matched their male
counterparts in scholarly precision, critical analysis, and interpretive capabilities. This study
refutes the misconception that women were absent from early Islamic academic life and
highlights their foundational and historical role in safeguarding and transmitting Prophetic
knowledge.

Keywords: Prophetic Hadith, Early Islamic period, Female Hadith scholars (Muhaddithat),
First century Hijri, Aisha bint Abi Bakr, Umm Salamah, Asma bint Yazid, Hadith
transmission, Women in Islamic history, Preservation of Sunnah, Jarh wa Ta‘dil
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