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Abstract

In Islam, the metaphysical aesthetic investigates the nexus between beauty, aesthetics,
and spirituality, and how beauty and aesthetics can help people connect with the divine.
One of its prime examples is the ultimate beauty and perfection of paradise in the form
of exquisite gardens, magnificent architecture, and splendid sceneries. The purpose of
this academic work is a) to demonstrate the key concepts in Islamic metaphysical
aesthetic and its role in connecting with divine. b) to examine the nature of pleasures
of paradise with respect to their sensation in this world. ¢) to conduct comparative
analysis between worldly and heavenly pleasures on qualitative and quantitative
grounds. Qualitative and descriptive research approach is employed in this work. The
data is primarily collected from the original sources of Islam (Quran and Sunnah) and
is analyzed by content analysis and comparative analysis techniques. The review of
literature concludes that beauty and pleasures of paradise motivate believers to
strengthen their faith, improve their ethics and connect with divine. The sensory
experience of pleasures of Paradise in this world is revealed and highlighted in Islamic
tradition. Moreover, the believers will enjoy different types of eternal pleasures in
Paradise such as physical, spiritual, emotional, social, and aesthetical. However, the
most superb experience will be the spiritual one, where believers will connect with the
divine on a deep and intimate level. The comparative analysis uncovers that the worldly
and heavenly pleasures are different in nature, source, quality, and quantity. The
pleasures of Paradise have qualitative and quantitative preferences over the worldly
pleasures. Muslim scholars should promote the appreciation and preservation of
Islamic metaphysical aesthetics on both: theoretical and practical grounds. It can be
done using different means such as research, art, architecture, electronic and print
media etc.

Keywords: Islamic metaphysics, Islamic aesthetic, paradise, pleasures of paradise, life
hereafter
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Introduction

Islamic metaphysical aesthetics is the branch of  Islamic
philosophy which deals with the nature of beauty, art, and aesthetic. It explores
the connection between the physical and spiritual worlds and addresses that
how beauty and aesthetics can help human beings in building strong spiritual
connection with the Allah Almighty, that is the way to Paradise (Atia 2012, 823)

One of the perfect and prime examples of metaphysical aesthetics in
Islam is a paradise and its pleasures. According to Quran and Sunnah, it is the
place of perfection and ultimate beauty which is boundedness by exquisite
gardens, beautiful architecture, and magnificent scenery. The Holy Quran
depicts paradise as a place where believers will enjoy the eternal pleasures of
life without difficulties and hardships.

The beauty and perfection of paradise in Islamic tradition is not merely
an abstract concept, but it is deeply connected with the transformation of
practical life. It leaves an immense influence on beliefs, worships, ethics,
meditation, and spirituality. The beauty and pleasures of paradise motivated the
companions of Holy Prophet (PBUH) and made them fond of entering Jannah.
Their passion and enthusiasm for paradise can be estimated from an event
narrated by Imam Qurtubi: When Holy Prophet (PBUH) recited Surah Al-Dahr
in front of a man and reached the beauty of Paradise, he screamed at once, from
which his soul passed away. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: The soul of your
companion (or your brother) has been taken out by the desire for Paradise.
(Qurtubi 1425 A.H, 72)

Muslim scholars illustrated the scenes of paradise via art and
architecture. They tried to reflect the beauty of paradise in the form of painting,
sketching, rivers, trees, fountains, and sceneries etc. Many scholars considered
such work as an act of worship as it led people to come closer to Allah.

In a nutshell, the paradise has a central position in Islamic tradition. It is
the reflection of Allah’s beauty and ultimate expression of metaphysical
aesthetics in Islam. The beauty and pleasures of paradise motivate believers to
transform their lives, strengthen faith, cleanse ethics, enhance spirituality, and
build strong connection with Divine.

Although there is a large body of research on the Islamic paradise, there
is a lack of studies which particularly address pleasures of paradise and their
sensory experience in relation to this world. Most of the studies focus on
descriptions of the pleasures of paradise in Holy Quran, their nature, their
depiction in Islamic art and mystical literature, and their role in transforming
ethics. These studies do not explore heavenly pleasures in relation to sensory
experience by analyzing and comparing them with worldly pleasures. This
research gap is significant and triggers conducting research on this topic. For
this reason, this research paper examines the nature and types of heavenly
pleasures by highlighting their sensation in the material world. The study also
presents a comparative analysis between worldly and heavenly pleasures on
qualitative and quantitative basis.

—————
38



Ulim al-Sunnah Vol. 03 No. 02 (July-December 2025)

Objectives:
Following are the key objectives of this research:

e To demonstrate the key concepts of Islamic metaphysical aesthetic and
its role in strengthening spirituality and connecting with divine.

e To examine the nature of pleasures of paradise with respect to their
sensation in this world.

e To conduct comparative analysis between worldly pleasure and the
pleasures of paradise on qualitative and quantitative basis.

Research Questions:
This research work is designed to answer the following questions:

e What is the concept of metaphysical aesthetic in Islam and how does it
relate to spirituality and divine?

e What is the nature and description of pleasures of Paradise in Islamic
tradition?

e What are the qualitative and quantitative differences between worldly
pleasures and pleasures of paradise and how can we comprehend them
using sensory experience?

Area of Research:

This research work is a theoretical interpretation of metaphysical aspect
of Islamic aesthetics.

Methodology:

Qualitative and descriptive research approach is employed in this work.
The data is primarily obtained from the original sources of Islam (Quran and
Sunnah). For this purpose, the relevant verses of Holy Quran and authentic
ahadith of Holy Prophet (PBUH) are pulled in to form the arguments. Along
with this, the secondary sources including books, research papers, theses,
journals, and other scholarly work are also consulted for comprehensive and in-
depth understanding of the topic. The data is analyzed using content analysis
and comparative analysis technique. Tables and visuals are also included for
clear presentation of different themes.

Literature Review:
Pleasures of Paradise in Islamic Tradition:

Paradise is a place where all blessings have been created perfectly and
where people will be offered everything their souls and hearts will desire. God
has prepared such blessings there as a gift, for those with whom He is pleased.
The reality of paradise and its pleasures is something which people will never
be able to understand until they enter it (Abdulsalam 2013, 2), but God has
shown us some glimpses in the Quran.

AT 55 e 1 i e s e S8

“And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of comfort
for eyes as reward for what they used to do.” (Al-Quran, 32:17)
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“Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, said: I have prepared for My

pious servants which the eye has seen not, and the ear has heard

not, and no human heart has ever perceived.” (Al-Tabrani 1415

A.H, 200)

Types of Pleasures in Paradise:

According to Islamic tradition, the believer will enjoy different types of
pleasures in the paradise. These pleasures include physical, spiritual, emotional,
social, and aesthetical. However, the most superb experience will be the spiritual
one, where believers will connect with the divine on a deep and intimate level.
Some of the examples of these pleasures are mentioned with reference to verses
of Quran and authentic traditions of Holy Prophet (PBUH). These pleasures are
categorized using the five-pleasure framework: physical pleasures, spiritual
pleasures, emotional pleasures, social pleasures, and aesthetical pleasures. The
visual representation and description of these pleasures is given below.

l Pleasures in Paradise
|

Aesthetical
Pleasures

Social
Pleasures

Emotional
Pleasures

Spiritual
Pleasures

Physical
Pleasures

% Physical Pleasures:

The believers will enjoy different kinds of physical pleasures in
Paradise. Some of the physical pleasures are given below with reference to
Islamic tradition. The people of Paradise will enjoy youth in the Paradise as it
is mentioned in hadith:

“The people of Paradise shall enter Paradise without body hair,
Murd, with Kuhl on their eyes, thirty years of age or thirty-three
years. ” (Tirmizi 1975, 682)
The pleasures of Paradise are eternal and there is no fear of losing them.
The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said:
O3 121 155545 M8 13255 &1 &0 &5 121 152825 38 |s5eind 41 K0 &) 214 ali3”
“1351 152015 1B 152035 &1 &0 815 121 1 B 15245 & o0
“There would be an announcer (in Paradise) who would make
this announcement: Verily there is in store for you (everlasting)

health and that you should never fall ill and that you live
(forever) and do not die at all. And that you would remain young
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and never grow old. And that you would always live in affluent
circumstances and never become destitute.” (Hanbal 1999, 432)

GG Y W JEY Sl Yl A 0 7

“He who would get into Paradise (would be made to enjoy such
an everlasting) bliss that he would neither become destitute, nor
would his clothes wear out, nor his youth would decline.” (Al-
Tamimi 1984, 313)

There are no physical inconveniences in Paradise like this world. The
Holy Prophet (PBUH) said about the people of Paradise:

“Golai Y5 Galaniag 5 sba3ins 5 Olal ¥
“They would neither pass water, nor void excrement, nor will they
suffer from catarrh, nor will they spit.” (Al-Qazwini 2009, 382)

Righteous people will enjoy different foods and drinks in Paradise. It is
mentioned in the Holy Quran:

Eapladd 333 523 (3 315 aaals 5635 o3 o 08 345 (ol AR 53 03 3T "
"SI5AU K e b ilakind Jak 0 55
“Wherein are rivers of water unaltered, rivers of milk the taste of
which never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who
drink, and rivers of purified honey, in which they will have from
all [kinds of] fruits.” (Al-Quran, 47:15)
This verse of Quran shows that the believers will enjoy the water
unaltered, Rivers of milk the taste of which never changes, rivers of wine

delicious to those who drink, rivers of purified honey, and all [kinds of] fruits.
To fulfil sexual desire, there will be purified spouses for the people of Paradise.

“Edad 2151 s
“For them therein are purified spouses”. (Al-Quran, 2:25)

There will be no environmental discomfort or inconvenience in
Paradise. The weather of Paradise will be quite pleasant, neither burning nor
freezing:

s Y L b 35 Y

“They will not see therein any [burning] sun or [freezing] cold.”

(Al-Quran, 76:13)

The above literature reveals that there are different kinds of physical
pleasures for the righteous people in Paradise. Some of these pleasures include
rivers of water unaltered, rivers of wine, rivers of purified honey, all [kinds of]
fruits, purified spouses, deepening shades, pleasant weather, eternal youth and
beauty, with no aging or decay, being free from any physical pain or discomfort,
including hunger, thirst, fatigue, and illness, different sports, such as swimming,
horse riding, and archery, without any fear or danger, ability to fly and travel
across Paradise, with no limits or barriers.
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% Spiritual Pleasures:

Along with other pleasures, the believers will enjoy the spiritual
pleasures in Paradise. Some of them are listed below in relation to Quran and
Sunnah. The pleasure of seeing Allah (God) is above of all pleasures in the
Paradise. It is established by the text of Quran and Hadith that the believers will
see Allah Almighty in Paradise with open eyes. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said:

" 52801135 {555 S 46558 1855 e Gylanaiie (5] 17
“You will be soon presented before your Lord, and you will see

Him as you are seeing this moon.” (A. b.-H. Baihqi, Shoab ul
Eman 2003, 323)

3 G ol ST 2 S bl Lo 133 0] Eiplaisd sl Las&id

‘gt 531 Y
“Then the Veil will be lifted, and they will look upon Him, and
by Allah, Allah will not give them anything that is more beloved

to them or delightful, than looking upon Him.” (al-Basti 1993,
471)

One of the most beautiful spiritual pleasures in the Paradise is pleasure
of Allah as it is revealed in the hadith:

1351 &l BT IB lsla, wfile HaT
“I shall cover you in My Pleasure and I shall not become angry
with you ever. ” (Bukhari 1407 A.H, 151)
In Paradise, the believers will be greeted by Allah Almighty with the
words of peace and tranquility. It is mentioned in Holy Quran:
“[And] ‘Peace’, a word from a Merciful Lord.” (Al-Quran, 36:58)

One of the excellent spiritual pleasures is the companionship of
messengers, true believers, martyrs, and friends of Allah. The Quran says in this
regard:

Ondalially Sl G5 egle D all Gadll o Slsl Jsllly A alad 23"

ety Syl (255 nllially 5124 21
“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger - those will be with
the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor of the prophets, the

steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions”. (Al-Quran, 4:69)

The believers will praise their glorious Lord in the Paradise as it is stated
in the hadith:

* il Gsaglh S Qa5 sl Soagls”

“They would glorify and praise Allah as easily as you breathe. ”
(Fauri 1981, 469)
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Along with other spiritual pleasures, believers will enjoy the pleasure of
forgiveness from Allah. It is stated in the Holy Quran:

“And forgiveness from their Lord.” (Al-Quran, 47:15)

The above cited text from Quran and hadith affirms that the people of
Paradise will enjoy different kinds of spiritual pleasures such as seeing the God,
pleasure of Allah, forgiveness from their Lord, words of peace and tranquility,
companionship of messengers, true believers, martyrs, and friends of Allah, and
praise of their Lord. The most delicious pleasures among above all is seeing the
God and no other pleasure is parallel to this one.

% Emotional Pleasures:

The righteous believers will enjoy different emotional pleasure in
Paradise. Some of them are mentioned below with the reference of Quranic
verses. In Paradise, every desire of the believers will be fulfilled as they would
be provided with what they will want. The Quran says in this regard:

L1 Sy b1 45 G Lty

“And therein is whatever the souls desire and [what] delights the

eyes.” (Al-Quran, 43:71)

The believers will be free from all negative emotions and feelings like
anxiety, depression, resentment for others, and fatigue. It is mentioned in the
Quran:

"Gt pdil W oSile Ja35 ¥ Eai 1,151

“Enter Paradise, [O People of the Elevations]. No fear will there

be concerning you, nor will you grieve.” (Al-Quran, 7:49)

The believers will never hear ill or idle talk, evil or hurtful comments,
or sinful words in Paradise. They will only hear good words and the words of
peace and tranquility.

Lk Ll s 31 LB Y 51553 s Osaaia ¥
“They will not hear therein any vain or sinful talk, only the words
of peace and tranquility. ” (Al-Quran, 56:25-26)
“Onziiey s b Lah Sdal b s Y7
“No fatigue will touch them therein, nor from it will they [ever]
be removed” (Al-Quran, 15:48)
"y e ph Y Ut b V'
“No bad effect is there in it, nor from it will they be intoxicated.
” (Al-Quran, 37:47)

With respect to their social relationships, they will not have any kind of
anger, jealousy, hatred or other negative feelings or emotions for others.

OB i e Bls3) e B3 eayedie G B35S
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“And We will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment,
[so they will be] brothers, on thrones facing each other.” (Al-
Quran, 15:47)

The above-mentioned verses of Holy Quran clearly state that the people
of Paradise will enjoy different kinds of emotional pleasure in Paradise. They
will be provided with everything they will want. There will be peace on them
from Allah Almighty. They will never hear ill or idle talk, evil or hurtful
comments, or sinful words in Paradise. They will only hear good words and the
words of peace and tranquility. They will be free from all negative emotions
and feelings like anxiety, depression, resentment for others, and fatigue. There
will be no feelings of anger, jealousy, hatred or other negative feelings or
emotions among them.

+* Social Pleasures:

In Paradise, believers will be rewarded with countless blessings and
pleasures. Here is a list of some of the social pleasures mentioned in Islamic
text. The believers will have the pleasure of meeting and conversing with the
messengers of God, including Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), his companions,
martyrs, and friends of Allah. It is mentioned in the Quran:

Grasiially el 53 gl D all Gl g SUblE Jalslls A1 alad 5"

sty Sl (e nllially o4 A1

“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger - those will be with

the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favour of the prophets, the

steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions.” (Al-Quran, 4:69)

The believers will enjoy the pleasure of reuniting with loved ones such
as fathers, spouses, and their descendants. The Quran says in this regard:

L5539 gz 3515 ol B i 03 sl s 002 B2
“Gardens of perpetual residence; they will enter them with

whoever was righteous among their fathers, their spouses and
their descendants.” (Al-Quran, 13:23)

“eish o i (oo pBHT L 1853 g BARIT Glanly h53 piails 15daT Gl

“And those who believed and whose descendants followed them
in faith - We will join with them their descendants, and We will
not deprive them of anything of their deeds.” (Al-Quran, 52:21)

In hadith, the social gathering of believers with their family is explained:
Pl sk @ it JU 2y L4 1k K GG Bl sl 3 0]
ks o (4 U558 Wa2 5 Ui 1931551 185 olal ) 5zl oy s G310

“
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“In Paradise there is a street to which they would come every
Friday. The north wind will blow and would scatter fragrance on
their faces and on their clothes and would add to their beauty and
loveliness, and then they would go back to their family after
having an added lustre to their beauty and loveliness, and their
family would say to them: By Allah, you have been increased in
beauty and loveliness after leaving us, and they would say: By
Allah, you have also increased in beauty and loveliness after us.
” (al-Asfahani 1974, 253)

Maulana Ghulamullah Khan writes under the exegesis of verse number
25 of Al-Bagqarah that in Paradise, along with delicious material foods of the
highest quality, you will also have the company of friends for peace of mind.
(Khan 2023)

There will be no resentment, anger, jealousy, or hatred among believers
as Allah will remove all the negative emotions from their breasts before
entering the Paradise as it is mentioned in Quran:

"OblAEE e Bls3) e B3 eayedie G L i35S

“And We will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment,

[so they will be] brothers, on thrones facing each other.” (Al-

Quran, 15:47)

The above text reveals that, in Paradise, believers will be rewarded with
countless blessings and pleasures including company of messengers of God,
including Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), his companions, martyrs, friends of
Allah. Similarly, they will enjoy the pleasure of reuniting with loved ones such
as fathers, spouses, and their descendants.

«» Aesthetical Pleasures:

Among other pleasers, the believers will enjoy the aesthetical pleasure
in Paradise as well. Some of the aesthetical pleasures mentioned in Quran and
Hadith are given below:

There will be pleasures of lush gardens, rivers, and fountains of pure
water in Paradise. Some of the verses of Quran and authentic ahadith of Holy
Prophet (PBUH) are mentioned below:

S S 0n 8 e ) T el sles 15T G 5"
“And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous

deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which
rivers flow.” (Al-Quran, 2:25)

“Oyies ola § ol &)
“Indeed, the righteous will be within gardens and springs.” (Al-
Quran, 15:45)

“And gardens of dense shrubbery.” (Al-Quran, 80:30)

———
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The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said:

i) G bl Ak 5 BaM15 5001 e B1y3ea b3 s BUEBLS 01 352 5580
" G (il S s JTR515

“Al-Kauthar is a river in Paradise, whose banks are of gold, and

it flows over pearls and corundum. Its dirt is purer than musk,

and its water is sweeter than honey and whiter than milk.” (al-
Baghdadi 1999, 1599)

The believers will enjoy the pleasure of residing in beautiful palaces and
mansions, built with gold and silver bricks. It is mentioned in Quran:

o1 535 Gt om 5 08 Dk 858 0 % 4] 45 158 Gl o8

Sl Qi alkl ¥

“But those who have feared their Lord - for them are chambers,

above them chambers built high, beneath which rivers flow.

[This is] the promise of Allah. Allah does not fail in [His]

promise.” (Al-Quran, 39:20)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said:

“ elaZdl &R0 Gy3e 5 a8 A § Abyhl Gje el il (al &) 7

“The inmates of Paradise will look to the upper apartment of

Paradise as you see the planets in the sky. ”” (Shaibah 1997, 93)

The believers will also experience the pleasure of wearing exquisite
clothes and jewellery made of gold and precious gems adorned with pearls and
diamonds.

b SR By ol (03 Bind BlaS (9lis b3 (o Soliel (s Lgod 35"

“E554 She5 LI maie el e

“They will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and will

wear green garments of fine silk and brocade, reclining therein

on adorned couches. Excellent is the reward, and good is the

resting place.” (Al-Quran, 18:31)

The believers will be served by houris, young boys and will be provided
with plates and vessels of gold as it is mentioned in Quran:

"Bt 1550 (it (0 13) Gplld 10l egle Lasly”
“There will circulate among them young boys made eternal.
When you see them, you would think them [as beautiful as]
scattered pearls.” (Al-Quran, 76:19)
Cne 5933
“And [for them are] fair women with large, [beautiful] eyes.”
(Al-Quran, 56:22)
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“Circulated among them will be plates and vessels of gold. And

therein is whatever the souls desire and [what] delights the eyes,
and you will abide therein eternally.” (Al-Quran, 43:71)

In summary, the believers will also enjoy the aesthetical pleasures in
Paradise. These pleasures include but not limited to lush gardens, rivers,
fountains of pure water, beautiful palaces, and mansions, built with gold and
silver bricks, exquisite clothes and jewellery made of gold and precious gems
adorned with pearls and diamonds, Houri and the beautiful young boys.

Some Glimpses of pleasures of paradise with reference to sensory
experience in this world:

In metaphysics, the status of form and imagery is crucial to the
metaphysics of beauty. (Holbrook 2022). In this connection, the pleasures of
Paradise are beyond human imagination, and no description or analogy can
reveal their nature. However, some of its glimpses are described in the verses of
Quran and traditions of Holy Prophet (PBUH). These glimpses illustrate and
exemplify the sensation of pleasures of paradise in our world. It is interesting
that Quran depicts Paradise in concrete and worldly terms (Lange 2016, 3)

% Example: 1
With respect to fruits which will be provided to believer in Paradise, t is
mentioned in Holy Quran:

“pLadA 44 153150055 (e UB5) o 01130 16308.185 5383 cya ko 15555 K"

“Whenever they are provided with a provision of fruit therefrom,

they will say, "This is what we were provided with before." And

it is given to them in likeness”. (Al-Quran, 2:25).

Imam Qurtubi writes in the exegesis of this verse that people of paradise
will say by seeing the fruits in paradise that this is what has been promised to
us in the material world. (Al-Qurtubi 2006, 279) They will say we found these
fruits in the world as well. This means that their names and shapes will be like
the fruits of the world. (Kathir 1999, 203) Dr. Israr writes in Bayan ul Quran
that in the initial feast of the people of Paradise, they will be offered the same
fruits that are known in the world, such as pomegranates, grapes, apples, dates,
etc. The people of Paradise will see them and say that these are the same fruits
that we have been eating in this world. These fruits will have resemblance in the
color (Abbas 1992) but different in taste. (Suyuti n.d., 7) Molana Maududi
writes that the fruits of Paradise will not be so exotic in appearance as to be
unfamiliar to people. They will resemble the fruits to which human beings are
accustomed in this world, though infinitely excelling them in delicacy of taste.
In appearance they may resemble, say mangoes, pomegranates and oranges, and
the people of Paradise will be able to identify them as such (Maududi 2015, 58)
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In this world, the fruits of paradise are created like the blessings of the
world so that the people do not dislike because of their unfamiliarity (Panipatti
2023). Molana Ashiq Ilahi writes that the fruits that will be given to them will
be similar to worldly fruits in appearance, because the things that have been
seen before are more innate and natural inclination towards them is more, so
those fruits in appearance will be the fruits of the world, but in reality their taste
and quality will be different (Madni 2023).

% Example: 2

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said:

“There is nothing from Paradise on earth except three things: the

Ajwa palm tree, the black stone, the oaks that bring blessings

every day from Paradise into the Euphrates.” (Fauri 1981, 216)

The above hadith shows that the following three things in this world are
originally form Paradise:

1. The Ajwa palm tree

2. The black stone,

3. The oaks that bring blessings every day from Paradise into the
Euphrates

It is narrated in another hadith:
«Wizd Gy Bz ilh ikialls S5xall”
“Ajwah and the rock and the tree are from Paradise.” (Hakim
1990, 226)
The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also said:
* el o it by il o 3ymall”
“Ajwa is from Paradise and there is a cure for poison in it” (Fauri
1981, 28)
% Example: 3
It is reported in authentic hadith:
Ol ¢ Olmiug e i dailly ¢ lyall s Al e oyt Lt aa)l”
“Four rivers flowed from Paradise: the Euphrates, the Nile, the
Nile of Egypt, Sihan, and Jihan.” (Al-Tamimi 1984, 327)

el ye ezl G odll ¢ Ao o« il § Juaadl s Judl et caaS JB”
“Ka’b said: The Nile River is the river of honey in Paradise, the
Tigris River is the river of milk in Paradise, the Euphrates River

1s the river of wine in Paradise, and the Sihan River is the river
of water in Paradise. (Al-Haismi 1992, 944)
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“The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also said that: “I was raised to the
Sidrah, and there were four rivers, two rivers visible and two
rivers inward. As for the two visible ones, the Nile and the
Euphrates, and as for the two hidden ones, they are two rivers in
Paradise. (Bukhari 1407 A.H, 109)

Lzl 138 A s folie oo I 358015 dand il b o BLL 2slas g5
ol @ il i T & e 82
“Mugqatil said: they are Al-Salsabil and Al-Kawthar. Qazi Ayaz

said: This hadith indicates that the origin of Sidra is in the earth.
(Nawavi n.d., 224)

It is important to note that even today “various aesthetic structures for
artistic expression in the Islamic world can be traced” (Erzen 2007, 70). For
instance, ‘“Mughal gardens are often interpreted as symbols of an Islamic
paradise” (Wescoat Jr 1995, 19).

R/

< Example: 4
It is mentioned in hadith that believers would enter in paradise along
with their last wives as the Holy Prophet (PBUH) said:

AN a3l s Al g1 B

“A woman would be in the paradise with her last husband of this
world”. (A. b.-H. Baihqi, Al-Sunan ul Kubra 2003, 111)

< Example: §
With respect to family relations in Paradise, it is mentioned in the Holy
Quran:

“ish b agla be AL G 08553 (o BARN plaaly (55 pails lg3al Guddly”

“And those who believed and whose descendants followed them
in faith - We will join with them their descendants, and We will
not deprive them of anything of their deeds. (Al-Quran, 52:21).

Hafiz Ibn-e-Kathir writes that the believers, if their offspring follow
them in faith, meet to their parents in the status, even if they do not reach their
virtues, so that the eyes of the parents will be comforted by the children in their
homes, so he will bring them together in the best way, by removing the deficient
virtues, with the full reward, and that does not diminish his virtues and his status.
Ibn Abbas said: God will raise the offspring of the believer in his rank, even if
they are below him in work, so that his eye may be reconciled with them, then
he read the above verse. (Kathir 1999, 432). It shows that Allah will join their
children, with their faith, the old with their own faith, and the young with the
faith of their parents. (Al-Khazin 1415 A.H, 199) Finally, Allah will gather all
kinds of happiness for them...with the company of the believing brothers, and
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with the meeting of their children and their offspring with them (Al-Khazin 1415
A.H).

The above examples affirm that the sensory experience of pleasures of
paradise in this world is revealed and highlighted in Islamic tradition. The presence
of the Ajwa palm tree, the black stone, the tree, different fruits, the Euphrates, the
Nile, Sihan, and Jihan are clear signs and glimpse of paradise in this world. These
blessings encourage believers to be eligible for these pleasures in their perfect form
in Paradise. Similarly, the glimpse of pleasures of paradise provides us an
opportunity of enhancing spirituality, cleansing ethics. Likewise, it also encourages
improving interpersonal relationships in general and showing love, mercy, and care
for the family. Above all, these entities are the source of motivation for the believers
to transform their lives by seeking the pleasures of Allah.

A comparative analysis of worldly and heavenly pleasures:

The worldly pleasures are temporary and transient while the pleasures
of Paradise are eternal. Therefore, it is not a justice to compare temporary
pleasures with eternals ones. However, a comparative analysis is made by
describing their properties and characteristics.

There are different methods of comparing worldly and heavenly
pleasures. In this research paper Bentham’s method of estimating pleasures
named “hedonic calculus” is applied to examine the properties of worldly and
heavenly pleasures. According to this method, pleasures can be scientifically
calculated by the following seven (7) variables of felcific calculus. (Bentham
1987, 16)

«» Bentham's Hedonic Calculus:

Variable Description Worldly Pleasures of
Pleasures Paradise
Intensity (I) | How intense is the Less intensive Extremely
pleasure? intensive
Duration (D) | Will it endure? Temporary Eternal
Certainty (C) | What is the | No certainty Certainty

probability that the
pleasure will occur?

Propinquity | How near or remote Accessible Accessible
N) is the possibility? with hardships without
hardships
Fecundity (F) | Will it produce | No certainty Certainty
other pleasures?
Purity (P) Is there possibility Not sure Sure
of pain?
Extent (E) Does it extend to Doubtful Definite

others or cover
other areas?
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A comparative analysis between worldly and heavenly pleasures is made
on qualitative and quantitative basis in below lines.

% Qualitative Comparative Analysis:

A comparative analysis between worldly and heavenly pleasures is made
using different qualitative variables.
e Difference in Nature:

Worldly pleasures are derived from worldly experiences, relationships,
and achievements. In contrast, the source of heavenly pleasure is divine, that’s
why they are beyond human imagination, and no description or analogy can do
justice to their reality. It is mentioned in the Quran.

"T85 o il G s i S8

“And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of comfort

for eyes as reward for what they used to do. (Al-Quran, 32:17)

S Y5 Sasde 3195 & Gz ¥ s Gmlliall (sstiad 3321 25 32 D Uyl

“Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, said: I have prepared for My

pious servants which the eye has seen not, and the ear has heard

not, and no human heart has ever perceived. (Al-Tabrani 1415

A.H, 200)

e Superior Delights:

The delights of Paradise are incomparable with the worldly pleasure in
their quality. The smallest place in the Paradise is even better than the whole
world as it comes in hadith:

b 125 G (oo 55 Kl § 00 3 51 80T 3B LUSTY”

“And the space that a bow of one of you - or the space that his

hand - would occupy in Paradise is better. (al-Bazzar 2009, 161)

The superiority of heavenly pleasures over worldly pleasure can also be
understood by following verse of Holy Quran:

1l 5 st i
“Say, the enjoyment of this world is little, and the Hereafter is
better for he who fears Allah. (Al-Quran, 4:77)
e Free from Decay and Change:

Worldly pleasures are susceptible to change, decay, and eventual loss.
They may bring happiness and satisfaction, but they are not enduring. Unlike
this, the delights of Paradise are eternal, enduring, and free from decay. For
instance, it is mentioned in Holy Quran:

u“-'/)L‘“JJ"JJ)*"UASL«“ﬁwJ‘-’—“ﬁjijsLWﬁu‘“‘J@‘uu‘BLf‘L«*ﬁ
oAl K e b ilaeiiad s ba 51T
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“Wherein are rivers of water unaltered, rivers of milk the taste of
which never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who
drink, and rivers of purified honey, in which they will have from
all [kinds of] fruits. (Al-Quran, 47:15)
o e 053 Y b el
“Wherein they abide eternally. They will not desire from it any
transfer. (Al-Quran, 18:108)
The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said in this regard:
“He who would get into Paradise (would be made to enjoy such
an everlasting) bliss that he would neither become destitute, nor

would his clothes wear out, nor his youth would decline. (Al-
Tamimi 1984, 313)

e Purity and Perfection:

The pleasures of Paradise are pure and free from impurities and
contamination. Let us take the example of wine as it produces negative effects
in this world. But the wine of Paradise will be delicious and free from all
impurities. It is mentioned in the Holy Quran:

“Rivers of wine delicious to those who drink. (Al-Quran, 47:15)

“White and delicious to the drinkers; (Al-Quran, 37:46)

With respect to wives of believers, it is mentioned in the Holy Quran:
“u ‘é, g’I 2 vz‘éji L%é ;Q.ij”

“For them therein are purified spouses. (Al-Quran, 4:57)

It is also mentioned in Quran:

uz‘,}. ;gja)’e.’u Z}«jlq’:,i :;Qjé}jaj‘ib."alg&:é”
“In them are women limiting [their] glances, untouched before
them by man or jinni —((Al-Quran, 55:56)

e Pleasures without Suffering or Pain:

Due to the transient nature of this world, the pursuit of pleasures is often
gained with pain, suffering, hardships, and decay. But in Paradise, the pleasures
will be provided to believers without any hardships or suffering. The Holy
Prophet (PBUH) said:

" 0slis 99 bshantas 95 Hsh3an ¥ Galyts ¥
“They would neither pass water, nor void excrement, nor will they
suffer from catarrh, nor will they spit. (Al-Qazwini 2009, 382)
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i 550 i R0
“And that you would always live in affluent circumstances and
never become destitute. (Hanbal 1999, 432)
“Ooliaed wlil Y5 o&ale Ja33 ¥ sl 51551
“Enter Paradise, [O People of the Elevations]. No fear will there
be concerning you, nor will you grieve." (Al-Quran, 7:49)
e No Enmity between People nor Ill-Feelings:
Unlike this world, the people in Paradise will not have any kind of
hatred, jealousy, enmity, or ill feelings. It is mentioned in the Quran:
OB e ofe G155 e 55 paysie § L L3
“And We will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment,

[so they will be] brothers, on thrones facing each other. (Al-
Quran, 15:47)
s g B slh Al s s LBV
There is no differing among them nor mutual hatred, and their
hearts are like the heart of one man. (Aseer 1969, 525)
¢ Youth and Old Age:

In this world, humans pass from different stages of age like childhood,
adulthood, and old age. Unlike this, the people of Paradise will enjoy eternal
youth and will never get old. It is mentioned in hadith:

“ B Mg e 5T S 2T aleSa 1334 1355 Kl i) Al 95057

“The people of Paradise shall enter Paradise without body hair,

Murd, with Kuhl on their eyes, thirty years of age or thirty-three

years." (Tirmizi 1975, 682)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also said:

5 L Ll azs 55T s D LEAE s Gome Hand! s 5 Ssmall &1

“An old woman does not enter Heaven. God creates her as

another creation, so a young woman enters as a virgin. (Albani
1405, 215)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also said:
iy S 15 I
“And that you would remain young and never grow old. (Hanbal
1999, 432)
% Quantitative Comparative Analysis:

There is a quantitative difference between the worldly pleasure and pleasures of
Paradise. Some examples are given below with reference to Quran and Sunnah:

e Temporariness and Eternalness:

The pleasures of this world are temporal while the joys of hereafter are
eternal and everlasting. Some verses of Holy Quran are quoted below in this regard:
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“Its fruit is lasting, and its shade. (Al-Quran, 13:35)

Q5 i i a3 e 6

“Whatever you have will end, but what Allah has is lasting. (Al-
Quran, 16:96)

“3ES oy A0 6 33,1108 &)

“Indeed, this is Our provision; for it there is no depletion. (Al-
Quran, 38:54)

e G5 31 L o 6 s ads i culsdiall 1skees 15daT Gpills”

a0

“But the ones who believe and do righteous deeds - We will

admit them to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they
will abide forever. (Al-Quran, 4:122)

e Life and Death:
The life in this world ends on death as it the Holy Quran states:
“ ol ABSI5 ki K
“Every soul will taste death. (Al-Quran, 29:57)
In the hereafter, the life is eternal and there will be no death there in
Paradise. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said in this regard:
1207 155525 SIB 13255 BT K0 15 107 1528245 D18 |seund (T 10 &) 264 oalid”
“There would be an announcer (in Paradise) who would make
this announcement: Verily, there is in store for you (everlasting)

health and that you should never fall ill and that you live
(forever) and do not die at all. (Hanbal 1999, 432)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) also said:
"Gl ¥ Al Uals gl 53T p5r
“Sleep is the brother of death, and the people of Paradise do not
sleep.” (Al-Dimashqi 1412 A.H, 174)
e Space and Distance:
This world is limited and nothing in comparison to Paradise. It is
mentioned in the Holy Quran:
"onaiil] 36 Jails SISt ane 35 685 03 5raks ) 9k Las”
“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide
as the heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous. ((Al-Quran,
3:133)
It comes in authentic hadith:
“ ooy et (5 s L 4233 1K 4233 4ile 1
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“Paradise has one hundred grades, each of which is as big as the
distance between heaven and earth. (A. b.-H. Baihqi 1986)

The comparative study uncovers that the pleasures of this world and
pleasures of Paradise are different in nature, source, quality, and quantity.
Worldly pleasures are derived from worldly experiences, relationships, and
achievements. In contrast, the source of heavenly pleasure is divine. The
pleasures of Paradise have qualitative and quantitative preferences over the
worldly pleasures. The pleasures of this world are transient and temporary,
limited, imperfect, decay and often gain with suffering and hardships. Unlike
this, the delights of Paradise are beyond imagination, pure, perfect, superior,
eternal, enduring and free from decay.

Conclusions:
Following important conclusions are drawn from the research:

1. The metaphysical aesthetic in Islam deals with the relationship between
beauty, aesthetics, and spirituality. Paradise is the reflection of Allah’s
beauty and ultimate expression of metaphysical aesthetics in Islam. The
beauty and pleasures of paradise motivate believers to transform their
lives, strengthen faith, cleanse ethics, enhance spirituality, and build
strong connection with Divine.

2. The sensory experience of pleasures of paradise in this world is revealed
and highlighted in Islamic tradition. The presence of the Ajwa palm tree,
the black stone, the tree, different fruits, the Euphrates, the Nile, Sihan,
and Jihan are clear signs and glimpses of paradise in this world. These
blessings encourage believers to get their perfect form in Paradise.

3. Many verses of Quran and traditions of Holy Prophet (PBUH) deals with
the nature and description of pleasures of paradise. These pleasures are
beyond human imagination and comprehension, and their reality cannot
be explained in words and analogies. However, some of their glimpses
are shown in Islamic text. These glimpses provide an opportunity for
their sensory experience in this world.

4. The believers will enjoy different types of pleasures in the paradise such
as physical, spiritual, emotional, social, and aesthetical. However, the
most superb experience will be the spiritual one, where believers will
connect with the divine on a deep and intimate level.

5. The comparative analysis uncovers that the pleasures of this world and
pleasures of Paradise are different in nature, source, quality, and
quantity. The pleasures of Paradise have qualitative and quantitative
preferences over the worldly pleasures. The worldly pleasures are
transient and temporary, limited, imperfect, decay and often gain with
suffering and hardships. Unlike this, the delights of Paradise are beyond
imagination, pure, perfect, superior, eternal, enduring and free from
decay.
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Recommendations:

Based on the cited literature and conclusions, some important
recommendations are given below:

1. Muslim scholars should promote the appreciation and preservation of
Islamic metaphysical aesthetics on both: theoretical and practical
grounds.

2. Every Muslim must acquire the knowledge of pleasures of paradise to
get inspiration for spiritual and ethical improvement. For this purpose, a
subject can be introduced in the educational system.

3. One of the key suggestions is to launch research journal on Islamic
concept of paradise as I can find only one journal for kids on this subject.

4. Different events which include but are not limited to seminars,

conferences, and symposiums could be organized.

For public awareness,

6. By taking the advantage of sensory experience of heavenly pleasures in
this world, Muslim scholars should promote the beauty of Paradise in
their work. It can be done through different means including research,
art, architecture, electronic and print media etc.
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