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Abstract:

This article presents an analytical study of Musnad Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal as a
fundamental classical source for understanding the prophetic biography (<), with
a specific focus on the Prophetic Battles (< s¢). While Musnad Ahmad is primarily
recognized as a monumental collection of Hadith, its extensive narrative coverage
offers crucial historical and contextual details regarding the military expeditions,
strategic decisions, and moral conduct of the Holy Prophet PBUH (¥). The study
examines the methodological framework adopted by Imam Ahmad in transmitting
battle-related traditions, evaluating the historical reliability, chain of narrators (2l)),
and contextual depth of these reports. By critically analyzing key narratives of major
Ghazawat, this research highlights how Hadith literature complements traditional
historiography (s U3l )b=) to reconstruct a coherent, authentic picture of early
Islamic history. The findings demonstrate that Musnad Ahmad serves as an
indispensable primary repository that enriches the scholarly understanding of the
Prophet’s military ethics, leadership, and broader historical impact.
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