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Abstract:
Following the Hijrah (migration) of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to
Madinah and the establishment of the nascent Islamic state, internal opposition
surfaced in the form of organized hypocrisy (Nifaq). This subversive faction,
predominantly originating from the influential local Arab tribes of Banu Aws and
Banu Khazraj, intensified its covert and overt machinations particularly after the
decisive Muslim victory at the Battle of Badr (2 AH). Led by ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy
ibn Salul—frequently designated as the Chief of the Hypocrites (Ra’s al-
Munafigin)—this group posed persistent threats to Madinah’s socio-political
cohesion and defense apparatus. This study investigates the strategic, psychological,
and social tactics employed by the hypocrites to undermine the burgeoning polity.
Furthermore, it critically analyzes the Prophetic statecraft utilized to neutralize their
dissent—highlighting the Prophet’s (PBUH) strategic patience, diplomatic deterrence,
legal restraint, and socio-political containment. Through a qualitative analytical
approach, this paper demonstrates how prophetic leadership preserved internal order
and community integrity without inciting civil fragmentation.
Keywords: State of Madinah, Hypocrisy, Prophetic Statecraft, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy,
Islamic Political Thought
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