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Abstract:

Hali used his pen to bring about social and educational
reforms among Muslims. He heralded a new movement in
Urdu prose and poetry. He wrote the famous "Musaddas-e-
Hali", a narrative on the rise and fall of Muslims that was
Published in 1879 .In his perceptive reading of the reasons
for Islam's decline and marginalisation, the poet-
commentator accurately identifies secular modernity,
especially in its avatar as Western conquistador rationality,
as an engine of irreversible change. It is propelled by the
hope of the doctor who believes his patient will recover, if
suitably rebuked and sufficiently inspired.
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“The Musaddas anticipates that contemporary movement
towards a critical, globally conscious but locally staged
modernity that various Islamic societies have attempted to
develop in the aftermath of colonialism and the onset of
globalisation, despite  opposition from  entrenched
reactionaries within and exploitative powers without.” !
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L Hali's Musaddas: A Story in Verse of the Ebb and Tide
of Islam,translated from the Urdu by Syeda Saiyidain
Hameed, HarperCollins India, 2003, p. 242.
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